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Benton County is updating its Shoreline Master Program (SMP) to comply with the 
Washington State Shoreline Management Act (Act) and current  state guidelines.  The County's SMP has not been updated since 1974. 
Washington passed the Act in 1971 to improve and protect state shoreline areas. The law 
has three purposes:  
l
Encourage reasonable and orderly development of shorelines, with an emphasis on water  dependent and water related uses that control pollution and prevent damage to the natural
environment. 
l
Protect the natural character of Washington  shorelines,the land, vegetation, wildlife, and  shoreline environment.    
l
Promote public access and provide opportunities  to enjoy views and recreational activities in  shoreline areas.    
This community questionnaire is one of many opportunities for public participation in the 
SMP update process. Its purpose is to gather input from a broad range of stakeholders 
on their vision for the future of Benton County's shorelines. Your input will help determine 
goals for future use of the shoreline and identify shoreline issues and opportunities.   
The results of the questionnaire will help formulate strategies for shoreline uses, public 
access, resource protection, and restoration that are consistent with existing policies and 
SMP objectives.
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Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
1. In what ways do you enjoy and/or use the shoreline? Please mark all that apply.
2. How frequently do you use the shoreline for any of the above activities?
Columbia River
Yakima River
Wildlife viewing, birding
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Hiking/walking/jogging
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Parks or recreation areas
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Camping/picnicking
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Hunting
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Boating
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Canoeing/Rafting/Tubing
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Fishing
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Swimming
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Native plants/ecology
g
f
e
d
c
g
f
e
d
c
Other  
Every day
 
n
m
l
k
j
At least weekly
 
n
m
l
k
j
At least monthly
 
n
m
l
k
j
Several times a year
 
n
m
l
k
j
Once a year or less
 
n
m
l
k
j
Shoreline Uses, Activities, and Amenities
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* 3. What types of future uses would you like to see more of on Benton County's shorelines? Please check your top 3.
Concessions (food and/or recreation oriented businesses)
g
f
e
d
c
Residential uses developed with common open space or recreation
g
f
e
d
c
Parks or designated swim areas
g
f
e
d
c
Trails for walking and hiking
g
f
e
d
c
Camping and day use facilities
g
f
e
d
c
Boat ramps or road access to the water
g
f
e
d
c
Shoreline public access points
g
f
e
d
c
Areas and viewpoints for wildlife viewing or bird watching
g
f
e
d
c
Within urban growth areas, commercial developments along the shoreline that have views, access, or trails to the shoreline
g
f
e
d
c
Port, marina, or other water  oriented businesses
g
f
e
d
c
Other
g
f
e
d
c
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Shoreline Uses, Activities, and Amenities
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Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
Public Access
4. How do you feel about the amount of  physical access  to Benton County shorelines? 
Too Much
Adequate
Too Little
No Opinion
1. Vernita
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
2. Prosser
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
3. Horn Rapids Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
4. Two Rivers Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
5. Hover Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
6. Wallulla Gap Preserve
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
7. Plymouth Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
8. Paterson Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
9. Crow Butte Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
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Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
Public Access
6. In what other locations should additional or improved public access be provided?
Please list up to 3 locations. 
5. How do you feel about the amount of  visual access  to Benton County's shorelines?
Too Much
Adequate
Too Little
No Opinion
1. Vernita
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
2. Prosser
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
3. Horn Rapids Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
4. Two Rivers Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
5. Hover Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
6. Wallula Gap Preserve
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
7. Plymouth Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
8. Paterson Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
9. Crow Butte Area
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
Location 1
Location 2
Location 3
Page 7 of 10
7. Benton County has limited resources for improvements to public shorelines along the  Yakima and Columbia River for increased public access and ecological function. 
Please indicate your level of support for the following potential County activities:
8. Are there areas along the Yakima and Columbia Rivers in critical need of restoration?  Please list up to 3 locations.
Support
Do Not Support
No Opinion
A.
 Regulate building heights and density along its 
shorelines to protect shoreline views.
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
B.
 Purchase critical habitat areas for fish and wildlife 
corridor preservation.
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
C.
 Provide incentives for private landowners to conserve 
open space.
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
D.
 Provide development incentives for developers who 
provide joint access to the shorelines during plat 
development.
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
E.
 Develop a strategy to assist farmers and landowners in 
accomplishing shoreline enhancement or restoration 
projects.
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
F.
 Upgrade existing park facilities
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
G.
 Purchase property for future public access along the 
County
’
s shorelines.
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
n
m
l
k
j
Location 1
Location 2
Location 3
Do you have any comments or suggestions on how the County could accomplish any of the ideas listed above?
 
Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
Preservation and Restoration
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9. Please provide any additional information you would like us to know about locations in  need of protection or restoration:
10. How should natural areas along the Columbia and Yakima Rivers be protected? Please  mark all that apply. 
11. Is there anything else related to Benton County's shorelines you would like us to know?
Volunteer programs
g
f
e
d
c
Land use regulations
g
f
e
d
c
Government purchase
g
f
e
d
c
Conservation easements
g
f
e
d
c
Other 
g
f
e
d
c
Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
Public Access
12. Which rural community do you live closest to, or associate most often with?
Benton City/Kiona
 
n
m
l
k
j
Paterson/Plymouth
n
m
l
k
j
Richland/West Richland
n
m
l
k
j
Kennewick/Finley
n
m
l
k
j
Prosser/Whitstran
 
n
m
l
k
j
I live in an Urban Area
n
m
l
k
j
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13. Do you own property along the Yakima River or the Columbia River?
14. Would you like to join our contact list to receive information and notices on future  meetings related to Benton County ’ s shorelines? If so, please include your email address. 
Yes, on the Columbia River
g
f
e
d
c
Yes, on the Yakima River
g
f
e
d
c
No
g
f
e
d
c
Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
About You
Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update Questionnaire
Thank You
Your input will help determine goals for future use of the County's shoreline, and identify 
shoreline issues and opportunities. The results of the questionnaire will be presented to the
public at an Open House on April 11th between the hours of 5:30  7:00 pm at the Benton 
PUD, 250 N. Gap Road in Prosser.  
Thank you for participating in the Benton County Shoreline Master Program Update questionnaire.   
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