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Meeting Summary, October 9-10, 2013
Prepared by BERK and The Watershed Company, December 2013
Overview
[image: ]Benton County held two Open House Public Forum Events to share the Shoreline Master Program (SMP) and hear citizen questions and comments on the proposed policies and shoreline regulations for Benton County’s Yakima and Columbia River shorelines. The first open house was held on October 9, 2013 at the Benton County PUD Auditorium in Kennewick, and attracted approximately five participants. The second open house was held on October 10, at the Benton County PUD meeting room in Prosser, where five members of the public attended.
The meetings were advertised through a direct postcard mailing to shoreline property owners, a display ad in the Tri-City Herald, an email to a County interested parties mailing list (those participating in past planning efforts and those requesting email notices in regard to the SMP at previous meetings or at the County website), and posters at public buildings around the County.
The Open Houses were arranged to allow informal one-on-one discussions between Staff/consultants and meeting attendees. Staff/consultants provided displays illustrating and explaining major points of the proposed policies and regulations, including building setback requirements, vegetation buffers, regulations on docks and other in-water structures, public access, and expansion of existing uses. Consultants also provided an interactive Google Earth workstation where attendees could view aerial photographs overlaid with shoreline designation map information and have informal discussions with staff about shoreline conditions and other property issues.
The Open Houses were facilitated by Benton County Senior Planner Susan Walker, Benton County Associate Planner Valerie Smith, Amy Summe of The Watershed Company, and Lisa Grueter and Kevin Gifford of BERK.  Mike Shuttleworth, Benton County Planning Manager, assisted with individual and small group discussions. Members of the Shoreline Advisory Committee attended both meetings and informally discussed the SMP process and information with other citizens during the open houses. 
Meeting notes are summarized below from each meeting.  These comments will be considered as the County proceeds with its SMP Update.  
Meeting Notes
Kennewick October 9, 2013
Question: Can the County predesignate West Richland city shoreline in agricultural use that may be de-annexed?  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Response: Yes, if the City approached the County requesting a predesignation for the shoreline, the County could designate the proposed shoreline property. The likely category for property in agricultural use would be the County’s Rural shoreline environmental designation.
Comment: Can property owners construct trails to the shoreline edge and use those trail ends to launch boats (e.g., kayaks).  Would the trail be exempt from a shoreline permit?
· Response: The SMP allows construction of a single shoreline residential access pathway through the buffer to the water’s edge.  It must be constructed of pervious materials and may be 4 feet wide.  Kayaks or other small watercraft that could be carried down the pathway may certainly launch at the edge.  The trail would be exempt from a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit if it costs less than $6,416.  It is possible that the County may consider such trails to be a “normal appurtenance” to a single-family residence, in which case they could also be exempt from a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit.  A private boat launch facility is not permitted in shoreline jurisdiction.
Prosser October 10, 2013
Question: If a tree in the shoreline jurisdiction dies and needs to be removed, do the vegetation conservation regulations require replacement?
· Response: The vegetation conservation regulations require replacement of trees that are voluntarily removed, such as those cleared during site development. Trees that die of natural causes not associated with development activities are not required to be replaced.
Question: Am I allowed to clear vegetation that is blocking the diversion structure that provides irrigation water to my farm?
· Response: Maintenance of irrigation structures for existing agricultural uses is listed as an exempt activity under the Shoreline Management Act (WAC 173-27-040(2)(e)). While this activity does not require a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit, it must still comply with all the other provisions of the County’s SMP. County staff should be consulted prior to beginning work.
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