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BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Benton County is required by RCW 90.58.080 (2)(a)(v) to review, update, and adopt its 
Shoreline Master Program (SMP) in accordance with the provisions of the Shoreline 
Management Act (SMA) and the SMP Guidelines (WAC 173-26).  The County duly entered 
into a grant contract with the Department of Ecology (ECY) to help fund the update 
program, which allows completion and the update was completed in June 2014.  The County 
adopted the draft SMP on June 3, 2014 and sent it to the Washington State Department of 
Ecology for their review and approval.  The Department of Ecology sent a letter to Benton 
County on January 7, 2015, conditionally approving the SMP.  The approval was subject to 5 
required changes and 6 recommended changes.   
 
STAFF REVIEW AND ANALYSIS   

The County has updated its SMP in accordance with state law and guidelines. The 
Washington State Department of Ecology has reviewed the updated SMP and conditionally 
approved the plan.  The conditional approval had 5 required changes and 6 recommended 
changes.   The Planning Department has reviewed the required and recommended changes 
to determine if the wording would be consistent with the original document.  The Planning 
Department does not see any issues with making the changes to the plan. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

It is the recommendation of the Benton County Planning Staff, that the Board of County 
Commissioners accept the changes proposed by the Washington State Department of Ecology.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT  

No fiscal impact is determined at this time, this is a non-project proposal. 
 
MOTION  

The Board accepts Washington State Department of Ecology’s changes, as outlined in 
Attachments B and C to the Ecology’s letter dated January 7, 2015 and authorizes the 
chairman to sign the attached letter. 



RESOLUTION 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMISSIONERS OF BENTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE BENTON COUNTY SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM UPDATE (SMP) 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH WASHINGTON STATE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT ACT (SMA) RCW 
90.58. 
 
WHEREAS, the Shoreline Management Act (RCW 90.58.080) provides a timetable that 
requires the County to amend its master program by December 31, 2013, and an extension 
to June 30, 2014 was granted by the Washington State Department of Ecology and 
approved in the grant agreement G1200022 authorized by the Benton County 
Commissioners in Resolution 2012-101; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the County developed a public participation plan that provided widespread 
public notice, a project website, public meetings with a Shoreline Advisory Committee, 
public forums in several venues in the County, a Vision Community Questionnaire, a Public 
Access Focus Group, and public meetings and hearings before the Planning Commission 
and Board of County Commissioners between June of 2012 and June of 2014; and, 
 
WHEREAS, an Environmental Determination was made by Benton County in File No. EA 
2014-15, issued on March 21, 2014; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the 60 day Notice of Proposed Amendment was submitted to Washington State 
Department of Commerce  and acknowledged received on March 21, 2014; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners at the Open Record Hearing reviewed all 
testimony and public hearing exhibits that were entered into evidence; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners approved the  Shoreline Master Program  
for Benton County on June 3, 2014 based on findings recorded in Exhibit CCM 1.1; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the County approved Shoreline Master Program was sent to the State of 
Washington Department of Ecology for review and approval; and, 
 
WHEREAS, on January 7, 2015, the Washington Department of Ecology approved the 
Benton County Shoreline Master Program subject to the required changes listed in 
Attachment B and the recommended changes shown in Attachment C to Ecology’s letter; 
and,   
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the changes proposed by the 
Washington State Department of Ecology and  finds them to be consistent with the goals 
and policies of the Benton Shoreline Master Program; NOW THEREFORE,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS that: 
 



Section 1. The Board of County Commissioners accepts the Washington State Department 
of Ecology’s changes, as outlined in Attachments B and C to Ecology’s letter dated January 
7, 2015. 
 
Section 2. The Board of County Commissioners authorizes the Chairman to sign and send a 
letter to Washington State Department of Ecology accepting Ecology’s changes to the 
Benton County Shoreline Master Program,  
 
Section 3. The Board of County Commissioners directs the Benton County Planning 
Department to make the changes to Benton County Shoreline Master Program as provided 
in Ecology’s Attachments B and C.  
 
Dated this 27th day of January 2015. 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Chairman of the Board 
  

 ___________________________ 
 Member 
 
 ___________________________ 
 Member 
 
  Constituting the Board of County 
 Commissioners of Benton County 
 Washington. 
Attest       
Clerk of the Board 
 
 MES 






































