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The Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) Work Plan must be designed to protect critical areas while maintaining the viability of agriculture in the watershed. The work plan must include goals and benchmarks for the protection and enhancement of critical areas. (RCW 36.70A.720 (1)) 
This chart provides a partial example of how critical areas and agricultural activities may be influenced by one another, potential relevant conservation practices, and placeholders for goals. This table is meant to be a starting point for discussion of VSP goals in Benton County.
Table 1. Critical Area Functions, Agricultural Practices, and Potential VSP Goals
	Functions- General
	Functions- Specific
	Goal for Critical Area
	Goal for Ag Viability

	Upland Habitat (Shrub Steppe)

	Connectivity
	Habitat connectivity
	
	

	Disturbance
	Fire regime
	
	

	Vegetation
	Plant community composition
	
	

	Aquifer Recharge

	Groundwater Quantity
	Timing and recharge
	
	

	Groundwater Quality
	Nutrients
	
	

	Wetlands/Floodplain

	Water Quantity
	Water regime
	 
	 

	Water Quality
	Nutrients, Pathogens, Temperature, Sediment
	 
	 

	Habitat
	Complexity, Invasive Species
	
	

	Safety
	Safety during flood events
	
	

	Geologically Hazardous Areas

	Safety
	Erosion and slope stability
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