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The Washington Department of Agriculture (WSDA) developed data on the distribution of statewide distribution of agriculture in 2015 and 2011. These data were compared to assess changes in the distribution of agriculture in Benton County that have occurred since the 2011 baseline effective date of the VSP legislation (July 22, 2011). The WSDA does not map rangeland area, so the analysis focuses on changes to and from dryland and irrigated agriculture. Areas of agricultural change are summarized below in Table 1. 
Table 1.	Change in Agricultural Activities from 2011 to 2015
	Land Use in 2011
	Land Use in 2015
	Area changed (acres)

	Dryland Agriculture
	Irrigated Agriculture
	3,787

	
	Other
	631

	Irrigated Agriculture
	Dryland Agriculture
	4,117 

	
	Other
	19

	Other (non-ag)
	Dryland Agriculture
	2,277

	
	Irrigated Agriculture
	4,472



Areas of shifting from dryland to irrigated agriculture were predominantly converted to wheat (728 acres), corn (600 acres), potatoes (587 acres), and apple (504 acres). The majority of these converted lands were previously either fallow (1,221 acres) or used for wheat production (1,364 acres).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Areas converted from irrigated to dryland agriculture predominantly represent conversion to fallow fields (3,411 acres). 1,261 acres were reportedly converted from irrigated fallow fields to dryland fallow fields. Another 1,173 acres were converted from farmed poplar to fallow fields (1,173 acres).
New areas of dryland agriculture (from areas not characterized as agriculture in 2011) were predominantly enrolled in CRP program in 2015 (1,722 acres). 
Areas categorized as new irrigated agriculture from areas not characterized as agriculture in 2011 were predominantly wine grapes (1,869 acres). The new acreage of wine grapes occurred in the Horse Heaven Hills region. Impacts to shrub-steppe habitat resulting from the development of this irrigated agriculture was mitigated through a payment to WDFW, which was used to purchase a conservation easement for 2,000 acres of shrub-steppe habitat in Yakima County. Although this mitigation area is outside of Benton County, it does contribute to regional habitat and connectivity. 
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