
SUMMARY MINUTES

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD

September 14, 2010, 5:30 p.m.
RATTLESNAKE MOUNTAIN SHOOTING FACILITY 

Benton City, WA

Board Members Present Benton County Employees
Rick Kilgore, Chair Adam Fyall 
Bert Lake, Vice Chair Cami McKenzie
Donna Raines, Secretary/Treasurer  Commissioner Jim Beaver
Kathye Kilgore, Member Mark Finkbeiner
Skip Gest, Member

Board Members Absent
Hank Sauer, Member
Marilyn Hyde, Member 

Land Transfer – BLM to Benton County

Adam Fyall gave the history of the BLM land and the two-year process the County had to go 
through to purchase the property.  He said that BLM required a master plan, cultural survey, and 
land survey, in addition to the purchase price of the land, for a total cost of $110,000.  He said 
the land transfer was complete and the original was being recorded with the County Auditor.  

Additionally, Adam said the County had a new lease amendment with the State for the State land 
administered by WA Department of Fish & Wildlife that extended the agreement to 2040.  

New Lease Agreement – Benton County & Tri-City Shooting Association (TCSA)

Adam said the draft sublease agreement with TCSA was prepared and would be approved by the 
Commissioners in the next week or two.  This sublease agreement would also expire in 2040.  

TCSA Projects

Dotty Rickards, TCSA President discussed the planned projects on the Shooting Facility and said 
the  equipment  would  be  on  site  this  weekend  to  begin  the  Hunter  Education  Facility. 
Additionally,  she said they would also begin work on the pistol bay expansion, walk-through 
field walk construction, additional plinking bay for center fire pistols, and a new storage area.  

Flag Garden Dedication

Mr. Fyall  dedicated  the  new flag garden at  the  Rattlesnake  Mountain  Shooting  Facility  and 
described the few finishing touches that would complete the project, including some gravel and 
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fall  and spring plantings.   He said the flag garden followed along the same design as those 
presently in Horn Rapids Park and Two Rivers Park.

Letter from Park Board to Ron Davidson

Bert Lake read into the record a letter  addressed to Ron Davidson signed by all  Park Board 
members that addressed the past issues at the shooting facility, thanked him for his partnership 
and patience through the process, and expressed hope he would continue as the representative to 
the Park Board.  

Horn Rapids Park Update

Mark Finkbeiner, Park Ranger, updated the Board on the following issues and upcoming projects 
at Horn Rapids Park:

• Camping/Day Use/Events – Park usage was definitely on the rise,  all  year  round. 
This also attributed to more dog use and he would be working on signage to notify 
users of the leash requirement

• Vandalism,  Graffiti,  and  Dumping  –  He  said  he  seemed  to  have  it  down  to  a 
minimum (however,  noted  that  vandalism seemed  to  start  and  stop  with  migrant 
workers)

• Weeds – This year he had more problems with weeds than ever, apparently due to the 
perfect growing conditions.  He said he would continue to use ground sterilant and 
would try to be more proactive during the next year.  

• Winter Projects
o Signage – many outdated signs that would be repainted, repaired and replaced in 

the winter months
o Traffic Barriers – repair
o Bathrooms – repaint

• Mark also noted that a large Elk showed up on the property and that he took many 
pictures and put them on a DVD

Adam commented that there was a lot going on at both parks and with the tight budgets and 
reduction of temporary work, the park rangers were doing a really good job at keeping up the 
parks.  He said that Mark also tended to the Horse Heaven Vista and would be providing some 
weed maintenance at the Horse Heaven Cemetery and the County’s Quinault properties.  

Statement from Bert Lake

Bert Lake read a statement into the record about the long process involved at the Shooting Range 
and said he wanted to wipe the slate clean, begin again, and continue the success.  

Comment from Commissioner Beaver

Commissioner Beaver stated the Board approved to go to public hearing a supplemental request 
for the Park Development budget.
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Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of August 2010 were approved.   

Adjournment

The  guests  and  board  members  gave  closing  comments  and  the  meeting  adjourned  at 
approximately 7:00 p.m.

The next regular meeting will be the second Tuesday in October at the Justice Center.  
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