
SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 
August 13, 2013, 6:00 p.m.  

Horn Rapids Park  
Benton City, WA  

 
Board Members Present    Benton County Employees 
Richard Nordness, Chair    Adam Fyall  
Bert Lake, Vice-Chair     Cami McKenzie 
Michael Crowder - Secretary/Treasurer  Commissioner Jim Beaver 
Donna Raines, Member     
Diana Ruff, Member  
 
Tour/Social  
 
The tour of the grounds was cancelled; the members and guests met for the 
social/pot luck at Horn Rapids Parks.   
 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Chair Richard Nordness called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The Board 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call was taken.   
 
Review & Approval of Agenda 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of July, 2013 were approved as presented.  
 
Staff Report Update 
 
Adam Fyall updated his written report as follows: 
 

• Park Board vacancies – still only four applications 
• Parks update to Commissioners completed  
• Badger Mountain Management Plan Schedule – said he wanted to focus 

the September meeting with the consultants from Studio Cascade 



• Stratton Surveying work being done – boundary at Badger Mountain, 
Horse Heaven Vista, and Horn Rapids Park 

• Brochure – last thing needed before providing a work-up to the Board was 
a few more photos 

• Geo-Coin challenge event 
• New shop at Horn Rapids Spark – putting together the RFP 
• Two Rivers Park – Mosquito District came out and sprayed the nature 

trail; also had another discussion with a neighbor regarding the 
management of that area and Adam relayed the Board desired to keep it 
in its natural state 

• Horse Heaven Vista Light Pole removal was complete  
• Shooting Range – discussion surfaced again about establishing a range for 

the Sheriff’s Department and he was currently working that issue  
• Grosscup Road/Twin Bridges – was approached by the Wallace Family 

about selling their land (island) to the County so they could turn it into a 
park 

 
Tapteal Trail – Barker/Benton County Use Agreement 
 
Michael Crowder said he had been working this issue with the County for many 
years and was really anxious to complete the Tapteal Trail with the finalization 
of the use agreement.  He requested the Board send a letter of support to the 
Board of Commissioners asking that this issue get finalized. 
 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to send a support letter to the Board of 
County Commissioners, with the Chair’s signature, asking for assistance in 
finalizing the use agreement between Barker Ranch and Benton County.   
 
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously with Michael Crowder abstaining.   
 
Park Board Vacancies 
 
The Board discussed possible dates for interviewing the applicants and everyone 
agreed on the last full week in September and that Adam would coordinate a 
date.  
 
Other  
 
Donna Raines asked about finalizing the trail memorializing Dennis’ commitment 
to the park.  The issue of money to pay for the project was discussed and Donna 
recommended the Board at least do a plaque on a rock.   



 
Also, completion of a plaque for Marilyn was discussed.  Adam said that item 
could be completed.   
 
Comments from Guests 
 
Mickie Chamness asked about the re-seeding work to be done at the Shooting 
Range.  Adam said he received another quote and was moving forward on that. 
 
Linda Smith asked about tree trimming along the Tapteal Trail and Adam 
indicated he did not yet have a date set.   
 
Sharon Grant, Friends of Badger, talked about the Red Mountain Trail and said 
they were working on an agreement with owners but still had no place for 
parking.  She said they would continue to work that issue and continue 
promoting the hike, wine, and dine concept. 
 
John Hauptmann, Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Range updated the Board on 
membership and the upcoming Range officer appreciation BBQ.  Additionally, he 
said their group supported segregating a section of land for the Sheriff’s 
office.   
 
Clark Hymas, Higgins Field updated the Board on events including the Float & 
Fly at Two Rivers Park; putting in a new pump at the field to assist with water 
supply; big event scheduled for Labor Day weekend; and the I-MAC event. 
 
Poll of the Board/Adjournment 
 
Diana Ruff commented about the other “Tough Rhino” mud type events that 
were held locally and the popularity of these events.  She said she didn’t want 
the County to miss out on these opportunities and felt that as long as the 
parameters and guidelines were done right, these one-day type of events could 
be successful for the County.   
 
With no further business to report, the meeting adjourned at approximately 
8:15 p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting will be the second Tuesday in September at the 
Kennewick Justice Center.   
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