
SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 
July 9, 2013, 6:30 p.m.  

Benton County Justice Center 
Kennewick, WA  

 
Board Members Present    Benton County Employees 
Richard Nordness, Chair    Adam Fyall  
Bert Lake, Vice-Chair       
Michael Crowder - Secretary/Treasurer    
Donna Raines, Member     
Diana Ruff, Member  
 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Chair Richard Nordness called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The Board 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call was taken.   
 
Review & Approval of Agenda 
 
The agenda was approved as presented. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of June, 2013 were approved as presented.  
 
Staff Report Update 
 
Adam briefly reviewed his written report, with further elaboration on three 
topics:  the status of the brochure, possible park tours for Commissioners in 
late summer, and two rescue litters being assembled by the County and the City 
of Richland for use at Badger Mountain.   
 
Conservation Finance Workshop 
 
Adam updated the Board on the “conservation finance” presentation that was 
held earlier in the day in Prosser for the Commissioners.  He explained the 
process that was underway with the Trust for Public Land, and how this first 
stage was preparation of a feasibility report focusing on economics and finance.  



He said the Commissioners gave the go-ahead to go forward with the next 
phase, which would be polling and strategic public opinion analysis.   
 
Park Board Vacancies 
 
Adam stated the Board’s two vacancies had been open for several months, 
advertised for several weeks and that four applications were received.  After 
extensive discussion, there was consensus that it was time to process those 
four applications, which may or may not result in two recommendations to 
Commissioners for appointment.   
 
MOTION:  It was moved by Diana Ruff and seconded by Michael Crowder to 
move forward with the application process and approved 5-0. 
 
The Board asked staff to begin the process of scheduling interviews with the 
four candidates sometime in the next few weeks. 
 
2013 Priority Projects Discussion 
 
Adam presented the “priority projects” list as approved in April by the Board 
and gave status updates for each.  The discussion was framed in the context of 
the Two Rivers Boat Launch project, which – in its 1135 form anyway – had been 
terminated.  While the Boat Launch was not a priority project, it was the 800-
pound gorilla in the room, casting a shadow over the parks development budget 
for the next several years.   
 
MOTION:  It was moved by Bert Lake and seconded by Diana Ruff that a Horn 
Rapids project be added to the list for the fall that would include reworking of 
the main (and spur) road through the park, key access control measures, new 
signage, and rehabilitation of recently damaged areas.   
 
Discussion  
 
Adam said he would begin to assess the full scope of the project and try to 
generate some budget numbers and Parks staff would work with Public Works 
staff on the road aspects of the project.  Discussion then moved to ‘event 
management’ issues, with Adam talking about measures he, the County’s safety 
officer (risk management), and the Prosecutor were currently undertaking to 
better assess and then permit events that came into the park system.   
 
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  



Member Ruff asked if it would be possible to see an update of the financial 
picture related to the priority projects, which Adam said he could compile.  
There was also more discussion of the Hover Park situation, namely, if the 
recent fire came into the park and if there was any new news on legal access.  
Adam said he would be doing reconnaissance related to the fire in the next few 
days and would report back to the Park Board. 
 
Badger Mountain Fire 
 
Adam recapped the fire of June 29, discussing causation, response, and extent 
of damage.  He mentioned having done a site visit and GPSing the perimeter of 
the burn area so that it could be mapped for future reference and evaluation. 
 
Badger Mountain Management & Master Plan 
 
Adam talked about the new contract with Studio Cascade and shared what he 
knew about the schedule for work so far.  He mentioned that the main 
difference between this contract and the previous contract that was never 
completed was the addition of a “trail summit” that would probably occur in 
September.  He said there would be a half-day facilitated workshop meant to 
address all trail use and construction issues, hopefully with experts from 
throughout the region. 
 
Comments from Guests 
 
Mickie Chamnes briefly discussed restoration work on Badger Mountain, 
specifically with reference to native grass and sagebrush seed that might be 
available for that work. 
 
Linda Smith thanked the Park Board, Commissioners, and the County for their 
long and continuing support of Chili Feed. 
 
Vicki Clark spoke about the unique relationship that Benton County Park Board 
and Parks staff had with their user groups and emphasized that such is not 
present in most counties. 
 
An unidentified Fairgrounds Improvement Board Member thanked the Park 
Board for the meeting and noted that he found it informative and uplifting. 
 
RJ Lott talked about how the Fairgrounds Improvement Board was loosely 
modeled on the Park Board, and thanked the Park Board for a great meeting. 



 
John Hauptmann provided a recap of recent events at the Rattlesnake Mountain 
Shooting Facility, and talked about the three recent small fires that occurred 
above the Rose-Irish Range.   
 
Poll of the Board/Adjournment 
 
Diana Ruff succinctly summed the previous discussion about “event management” 
and noted for partners that they would likely be affected in some way or 
another by changes the County would make in authorizing and contracting for 
different types of events into the future, and they should be proactive in 
commenting on “best practices” in this regard. 
 
Donna Raines thanked everyone for attending, particularly the continued active 
engagement of the partners, and encouraged a development of a relationship 
with BNSF to the extent made possible by recent events and communications. 
 
For the benefit of the audience, Adam gave a short description of who and what 
the “partners in parks” were.   
 
Bert Lake thanked Diana for her summary of the event management issue and 
further urged partners and users to get their comments in regarding use of the 
parks. 
 
Michael Crowder emphasized his enjoyment of the Park Board.  He told FIB 
members in particular that the Park Board did good work and had good 
personalities, and that the Park Board and FIB were probably not too dissimilar. 
 
With no further business to report, the meeting adjourned at approximately 
8:35 p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting will be the second Tuesday in August at the Horn 
Rapids Park.  
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