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SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 
 

November 8, 2011, 6:30 p.m. 
Benton County Justice Center 

Kennewick, WA 
 

Board Members Present    Benton County Employees Present 
Bert Lake, Chair     Adam Fyall    
Michael Crowder, Member            Cami McKenzie  
Donna Raines, Secretary/Treasurer 
Richard Nordness, Member    
Hank Sauer, Member 
 
Board Members Absent 
Skip Gest, Member 
Diana Powell, Member 
 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Chair Bert Lake called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited and roll was taken.   
  
Approval of Agenda 
 
The agenda was approved as submitted. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of October 2011 were approved.  
  
Chair Report Update 
 
Bert Lake said they found the property lines at the Westgate parking lot and he 
wanted to propose expansion of the parking lot to be more horse trailer friendly.  
He wanted to suggest expansion to within 10 feet of the south property line, if 
there was no objection from the Board.  No objection was noted.    
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Mr. Lake introduced Mark Verwest, new TCSA President.    
 
Staff Report 
 
Mr. Fyall updated his written report as follows: 
 

•  He was working with TCSA on the tree planting for Marilyn Hyde; also 
preparing the certificate of appreciation 

•  Attended the strategic planning workshop for Higgins Field 
•  Discussed a project by Friends of Badger for access and parking lots on 

Badger 
•  Horse Heaven Vista – Adam said he was closer to an agreement with the 

City of Prosser regarding changing light bulbs 
 
Brochure Update 
 
Donna reported she was still waiting to get a professional opinion from Carol Darley 
and she had recommended a website to print the brochures at a cost of about 
$1,000; Adam said he had worked with her before and also wanted to get her 
opinion.  The Board discussed its concern about continuing to wait and also spending 
money for something that would sit on a shelf.  Chair Lake said he was hoping to 
balance the new online registration system along with the new brochure.   
 
Mr. Fyall said he would send a draft mockup of the brochure for the Board to 
review before the next meeting. 
 
Two Rivers Park – Upland Parcel  
 
Mr. Fyall discussed the three-acre section that was located on the south side of 
Finley Road and whether the Board wanted to consider the following options for 
the parcel:  do nothing; develop the property; ask the Corps of Engineers to take 
back from the County.   
 
Hank Sauer said he was all for leaving it the way it was as “wildlife friendly”.  
However, if it started to cause a problem, they could consider giving it back.  The 
other members agreed; Chair Lake said the downside was upkeep and potential 
liability.  Michael Crowder asked whether the Board could include in the park plan 
that the parcel in its current use was the best use of the park.   
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MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to notify the Corps of Engineers that the 
Park Board wanted to continue the current use of the parcel in its natural wildlife 
state and mow the property twice a year.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Park Board Tour – Recap  
 
The Board discussed the recent tour and Mr. Sauer commented it was the best 
park tour ever and was a nice experience.  Ms. Raines agreed and Mr. Nordness said 
he now had a better idea of the properties. 
 
Mr. Fyall agreed it was a valuable tour and the Board should consider doing it every 
couple of years.   
 
Adjournment 
 
The guests and board members gave closing comments and the meeting adjourned 
at approximately 8:00 p.m.  
 
 


