
SUMMARY MINUTES 
 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 
 

December 9, 2014, 6:00 p.m.  
Benton County Justice Center 

Kennewick, WA 
 

Board Members Present    Benton County Employees 
Richard Nordness, Chair    Adam Fyall  
Bert Lake, Vice-Chair     Cami McKenzie 
Diana Ruff, Secretary/Treasurer   Commissioner Jim Beaver 
Donna Raines, Member     
John Becker, Member 
Michael Crowder, Member 
Robin Emmingham, Member 
 
Social/Potluck 
 
The members and guests met for a social/pot luck at 6:00 p.m.   
 
Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call 
 
Chair Richard Nordness called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The Board 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance and roll call was taken.   
 
Review of Agenda 
 
The agenda was approved as presented.   
  
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of October, 2014 were approved as submitted. 
 
Staff Report Update 
 
Adam updated his written report as follows: 
 

• The piles of dirt and rocks at Horse Heaven Vista were now gone.  Public 
Works took on this project and completely removed the piles and graded 



the property.  Adam said he wanted to look at spreading seed over the 
winter.   
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to authorize Adam to hydro seed the 
Horse Heaven Vista property up to the amount of $2,000.  Upon vote, the 
motion carried.   
 

• The west trailhead of the new trail on Badger Mountain opened.  Jim 
Langdon commented from the audience that over 3,400 hours of 
volunteer time were put into the trail.  Adam and the Board thanked Jim 
Langdon for his work. 

• Dedication of trailhead at Two Rivers Park; Adam would work on a date in 
the spring.   

• Teamsters Union – Facilities/Parks (including the Park Rangers), officially 
decertified effective January 1, 2015.  Adam said it should not affect 
the day to day operations but they would work on the issue of uniforms. 

• Re-roofing at Meacham Hall – in progress and material ordered. 
• Brochure – a discussion regarding distribution; Diana Ruff indicated she 

would check with the Visitor & Convention Bureau.   
 

Two Rivers Park – Boat Launch 
 
Adam said the Boat Launch continued to disintegrate and it was time to look at 
a strategy, vision, and budget.  He said if they did nothing, it would eventually 
have to be shut down due to safety reasons.  He talked to the Corps of 
Engineers and they would get back to him with a contact person.   
 
The Board had a discussion on the following options:   

• Corps of Engineers Proposal (dismissed in 2013) 
• Option A – Rebuild original configuration 
• Option B – Rebuild current configuration with or without piles 
• Option C – Excavate launch site; removal all legacy stuff (single or double 

ramp) 
• Option D – Add new breakwaters to A, B or C 
• Option E – Eliminate boat launch 

 
Bert discussed the issues with dealing with the Columbia River (Shorelines Act, 
navigation, cultural, artifacts, wetlands, excavation, etc.) and estimated 4-5 
years just in planning. There was a suggestion by Rich Hillmer to put in a Cadillac 
float to get through the years of planning.   
 



Robin said they had a lot of work to do, but there were a large number of people 
using the docks and dismantling it would create problems.  He stated they 
should make a decision for some sort of replacement plan.   
 
Michael said he launched there multiple times and it could definitely be rough at 
times.  
 
There was a suggestion to follow up with the Corps in Walla Walla and get some 
additional options. 
 
Diana said she wanted to talk with the Corps.  She wanted to get in touch with 
the right person to discuss different options and different configurations to 
narrow options and get free consulting so they could make an informed decision.   
 
Vista Park 
 
Adam said it was time to think about the future vision of Vista Park. 
 
The Board discussed the following: 
 

• Disposition of row of junipers along western boundary 
• Disposition of playground equipment 
• Condition of retaining wall along southern boundary 
• Appearance of northern boundary 
• Neighborhood use; what is best for the park 
• Vista Women’s group – original founders – had $800 in a bank account 

they wanted to use 
• Repurposing the park – possibly as a garden 

 
Diana said the bulk of the maintenance could be a group agreement to maintain; 
Benton County could mow the grass. 
 
Michael commented it did not fit with the Benton County Park vision and it 
would be nice to surplus. 
 
Richard suggested having an open discussion with the master gardeners; Donna 
agreed a garden would be great addition to the community.  Michael suggested 
it was time to get rid of the playground, maybe put in benches.   
 
Robin agreed to meet with the retirement center in the neighborhood to see if 
there was interest.  After that, the Board would consider a community meeting 



and invite the neighbors, City of Kennewick, WSU Extension (master gardeners, 
community gardens, etc.).  
 
Comments from Guests/Poll of the Board/Adjournment 
 
The guests and Board members gave closing comments.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 8:15 
p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting will be held on the second Tuesday in January at the 
Justice Center.   
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