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SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 

 
May 13, 2008, 6:30 p.m. 

Horn Rapids Park  
Benton City, Washington 

 
Board Members Present     Benton County Employees 

Bert Lake, Chair      Adam Fyall     
Skip Gest, Vice Chair     Cami McKenzie 
Hank Sauer, Secretary/Treasurer 
Rick Kilgore, Member       
Kathye Kilgore, Member 
Marilyn Hyde, Member  
Donna Raines, Member 
 

Call to Order/Roll Call 

 

Chair Bert Lake called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and roll call was taken. 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 
The April 2008 Minutes were approved.   
 
Review Agenda 

 
The agenda was approved as submitted.   
 
Committee Reports 

 
Bert Lake stated that no oral reports would be given since written reports were 
submitted prior to the meeting. 
 
Report Updates 
 
Adam Fyall updated the Board on the following issues: the boat launch decking was 
being fabricated and would be shipped and installed shortly and the Meacham 
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Building restroom was now in the formal design stage. Additionally, he stated the 
water rights issue at Two Rivers Park had been resolved to the County’s 
satisfaction.  
 
Bert Lake asked for an update on the “Mounted Shoot” and Ron Davidson indicated 
it was not scheduled at this time.  
 

Horse Heaven Vista 

 
Deb Heintz, PEDA, gave a Powerpoint presentation outlining the draft proposed 
signs and text for the Horse Heaven Vista.  It included pathway signs for the ice 
age flood and land formations, transportation, and keeping the historical sign that 
was presently there.  Ms. Heintz also updated the Board on the grant review 
process/requirements and scope of work, including dry vault restrooms, electricity 
to site, and photo sensor security lighting.   Additionally, she said that PEDA, the 
Port of Benton, and City of Prosser would be proposing a maintenance contract for 
the site to include trash removal and restroom cleaning.   
 
Mr. Lake recommended the draft proposal, for signs and text, go to the Horse 
Heaven Vista committee for review and recommendation.  The Board agreed. 
 
Badger Mountain Centennial Preserve 

 
David Comstock, Friends of Badger Mountain, said they had partnered with the 
City of Richland and applied for an RCO grant to purchase land on Little Badger 
ridgeline.  He said if they were successful in their fundraising efforts and received 
the RCO grant, it would be a dollar for dollar match, up to $1 million.   He indicated 
the money would be used to purchase the land for the City of Richland to own for 
preservation, recreation, and develop a connecting trail system to existing 
preserves.  
 

Mr. Comstock also gave a Powerpoint presentation outlining their plans to develop 
Little Badger ridgeline and included data on hikers, perceived economic benefit, 
the unique geology in the area, and plans for a multi-use trail (hikers, bikers, and 
horseback riders).  
 
There was a discussion regarding concern for the potential development of horse 
trails, especially for those entities that might donate money to the fundraiser.  
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Mr. Fyall indicated the Friends of Badger Mountain were focusing on the purchase 
of the property, and the details of the land use were not yet outlined.  However, it 
was their plan to develop multi-use trails and he did not see a reason why the City 
of Richland would not allow the horse trails.   
 
The Park Board supported this effort with a letter to RCO earlier this spring.  
Chair Lake also announced there would be a press conference held as part of the 
fundraising effort for Little Badger.   
 

Native Plant Society – Partners in Parks Application 

 
Mr. Lake presented the application for “Partners in Parks”, submitted by the 
Native Plant Society.  He indicated they had been functioning as partners for some 
time and he recommended approval of the application.   
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to approve the application for “Partners in 
Parks” submitted by the Native Plant Society.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously.     
 
Hover Park – Appointment of Subcommittee 

 
Bert Lake noted the Comprehensive Plan recommended a subcommittee be formed 
to determine future disposition of Hover Park and that public opinion put the 
improvements as second on the list of public priorities.  Accordingly, he appointed a 
subcommittee (comprised of himself, Rick Kilgore, Marilyn Hyde, Vicki Clark, Bob 
Fortman and Ron Davidson) to review all options, both pro and con, and bring the 
options back to the Board for a determination.  
 
2008 Project Prioritization 

 
Bert Lake presented a priority list for 2008 projects for the Board’s review.  It 
was requested to add the County Parks “Signs” project to the list.  The Board 
concurred.  The revised list was referred to the Planning Committee for review and 
recommendation.  
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November Park Board Meeting  

 
The Board discussed an alternate date for the November meeting since it fell on a 
holiday. 
 

MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to schedule the November Park Board 
meeting on November 4, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.  Upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 

Adjournment 

 
The members and guests gave closing comments and the meeting adjourned at 
approximately 8:00 p.m.   The next regular meeting will be the second Tuesday in 
June at Two Rivers Park.   


