
SUMMARY MINUTES

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD

March 8, 2011, 6:30 p.m.
Benton County Justice Center

Kennewick, WA

Board Members Present Benton County Employees
Bert Lake, Chair Adam Fyall 
Marilyn Hyde, Vice-Chair Cami McKenzie
Donna Raines, Secretary/Treasurer Commissioner Jim Beaver
Skip Gest, Member               
Hank Sauer, Member

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair  Bert  Lake  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  6:30  p.m.,  led  the  Pledge  of 
Allegiance, and roll call was taken.  

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved as submitted.

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of February 2011 were approved.   

Chair Report Update

Mr. Lake updated the Board on the following:

• The Native Plant Society had requested gravel be delivered to Meacham 
Hall and it was currently spreading that gravel;

• He  complimented  Mark  Finkbeiner  on  the  appearance  of  Horn  Rapids 
Park, noting there were not any tumbleweeds and it never looked better;

• Currently recruiting for new Park Board members;
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• Meeting with Adam and HDR (contractor for the Corps) regarding Two 
Rivers Boat Launch/Breakwater project; no estimates and construction 
would not be for at least 3-4 years.   He proposed the Board look at 
setting aside $100,000 each year for that project.  The project required 
a partner and without Benton County, the Corps would not get its funding.

Staff Report Update 

• Shed kit being delivered to Two Rivers Park for pump station;
• Two Rivers disc golf tee signs are nearly complete;
• Dumpster being delivered to Horn Rapids Park for chili feed

Special Event Subcommittee 

The Board discussed the cost of the proposed special dedication.  Commissioner 
Beaver  said  it  was  up  to  the  Board  how  the  money  was  spent,  however,  he 
personally thought it was too much and thought the Board of Commissioners should 
have something to evaluate.  The Park Board agreed it would review the matter 
further.

Publicity 

Skip Gest, Donna Raines, and Adam Fyall met regarding the brochure and website. 
They said they were just getting started but had some good ideas.  Donna said if 
anyone was available to assist with some photos for the website to contact her. 
Mr. Fyall said he was working on getting articles in two different local magazines. 

Ridges to Rivers Open Space Vision Plan

The Board discussed the plan and Chair Lake suggested writing a letter supporting 
their efforts, although not necessarily all the areas that were listed in the plan 
(i.e. Horse Heaven Rim Trail was omitted). 

Mr. Fyall made the following comments:

• This is a final document, not a draft plan;
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• He wanted to get input from the Park Board and Planning Commission and 
send those comments to the Board of Commissioners so they could make 
an official statement;

• Concept  of  Horse  Heaven  Rim  Trail  was  in  the  plan  (just  listed 
differently)

The  Board  agreed  to  have  Bert  Lake  and  Adam Fyall  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
Commissioners for the Chair to sign.  

Regional Geocache Policy 

Mr. Fyall said the City of Richland had provided him with a draft uniform policy to 
be approved by the different Tri-Cities’ entities.  He asked the Board to review 
the policy and get back to him with any comments or concerns.

Chair  Lake said he wanted to ban any activity in  Horn Rapids Park and Badger 
Mountain Reserve.  Hank Sauer said they definitely needed to address any safety 
issues  and  agreed  with  being  restrictive.   Ron  Davidson  (from  the  audience) 
commented that he played and it was a good idea to be restrictive because players 
would definitely go off the marked areas.  Marilyn Hyde said she thought it needed 
more thought and planning.  

The Board agreed to review the policy and send their comments to Mr. Fyall to 
forward to Richland in developing a uniform policy.  

Adjournment

The guests and board members gave closing comments and the meeting adjourned 
at approximately 8:15 p.m.

The  next  regular  meeting  will  be  the  second  Tuesday  in  April  at  the  Justice 
Center.  
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