
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting
June 21, 2010, 8:30 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present: Chairman James Beaver
Commissioner Leo Bowman 
Commissioner Max E. Benitz, Jr. 
County Administrator David Sparks  
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Community Development Coordinator; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Facilities Manager Roy Rogers; Ed 
Thornbrugh, Human Services; Steve Becken and Malcolm Bowie, Public Works; GIS Manager 
Mary Phillips; DPA Ryan Brown; Nick Kooiker, Treasurer’s Office; DPA Sarah Perry; Norm 
Childress, Public Works.  

Workshop Agenda

Current Use Program

Commissioner Bowman asked about the report he had received on the Current Use Program. 
Commissioner Benitz said the Dept. of Revenue reviewed the County’s policy on open space and 
that it met all requirements for the State.  

WSAC Conference

Commissioner  Bowman reported  on his  attendance  at  the WSAC conference.   He said they 
would  be  abandoning  the  eastern  and  western  districts  and  would  now  have  meetings  and 
committees based on subjects rather than districts.  Additionally, he provided information on the 
annual fundraiser for the scholarship fund, consolidation of transportation, and policy changes.

Yakima River Basin Enhancement Report

Commissioner Benitz requested the Board review the Yakima River Basin Enhancement report 
and provide any comments to him.  
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Benton Clean Air Authority

Commissioner Beaver said the Clean Air Authority was proposing a wage increase and that he 
told the Board he did not think was appropriate, given the current economic situation.  He said 
the Board was having an emergency meeting tonight  to  approve the budget.   Commissioner 
Benitz  said  the  Board  should  remain  consistent  with  COLA’s  and  he  would  support 
Commissioner Beaver.  Commissioner Bowman said he would support that as well,  and also 
suggested negotiating a lesser amount.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:00 a.m. 

Approval of Minutes

The Special Joint Session Minutes of April 27, 2009 were approved as corrected.  
The Minutes of June 14, 2010 were approved.  

Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “m”. 
Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following:

Commissioners
a. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 137
b. Escrow Account Agreement @ Community First Bank
c. PUD No. 1 Developer’s Agreement and Application for Service
d. Utility Easement w/Benton PUD No. 1
e. Reappoints (5) to the Benton-Franklin Workforce Development Council
f. Letter to Governor Gregoire on Groundwater Use and Exempt Wells

Human Services
g. Professional Services Agreement, #PSA-2010/11-ESD w/Educational Service District 

123
h. Professional  Services  Agreement,  #PSA-2010-KPD-00  w/Kennewick  Police 

Department
i. Travel Expense Reimbursement 

Office of Public Defense
j. Interlocal Agreement w/City of Richland for District Court Indigent Defense Services

Parks
k. State Land Use Agreement Amendment w/Dept of Fish and Wildlife

Personnel
l. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0504-101, Dept. 000

Public Works
m. Lease Agreement w/Ben Franklin Transit for Use of Prosser Maintenance Facility 

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:05 a.m. 
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GIS 2009 Annual Report / 2010 Strategic Plan

Mary  Phillips  provided  a  written  2009  Annual  Report  and  2010  Strategic  Plan  and  briefly 
discussed the following 2010 goals:

• Digital data access
• Web mapping deployment
• In-house GIS training
• Imagery base enhancement
• Local GIS group participation 
• GIS feature enhancement

Letter to Port of Moses Lake 

Mr. Fyall presented a letter to Port of Moses Lake supporting the inclusion of Benton County 
into the expanded service area of Foreign Trade Zone 203.  Commissioner Bowman asked about 
the involvement of other cities and ports, etc. and requested a copy of the letter be sent to the 
other entities. 

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the Chairman to sign the letter supporting 
the inclusion of Benton County within the service area of foreign trade zone 203.  Commissioner 
Bowman seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.  

Executive Session – Union Negotiations

The Board went into executive session at 9:30 a.m. for approximately 10 minutes with DPA 
Sarah Perry to discuss union negotiations.  Also present were David Sparks, DPA Ryan Brown, 
Melina Wenner, Steve Becken, Malcolm Bowie, Loretta Smith Kelty, and Cami McKenzie.  The 
Board came out at 9:38 a.m.  Ms. Perry stated the Board discussed union negotiations and no 
decisions were made.

Unscheduled Visitors

Public Works – Traffic Paint Issue

Norm Childress updated the Board on a nationwide shortage of traffic paint and wanted to alert 
them it could take between three weeks and six months before the paint was available.  He said 
that Benton County had been able to stripe the roads every year so they were not in bad shape 
but the concern was the seal coat.  

The Board agreed to have Public Works work with the press to notify the public of the issue.  

Commissioner Bowman asked about the weeds on the side of the roads.  Steve Becken said that 
Benton County was still spraying, but there was a problem this year due to the amount of rain.  
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Claim for Damages

CC 2010-08: Received on June 21, 2010 from Juan Trujillo Lara 

Vouchers

Check Date:  06/15/2010
Payroll Draw Deductions
Taxes #: 10110064
Total all funds: $35,018.92

Check Date:  06/15/2010
Payroll Draw
Warrant #: 230647-230673
Direct Deposit #: 55057-55261
Total all funds: $113,982.89

Check Date:  06/18/2010
Warrant #: 12394-12644
Total all funds:  $908,775.44

Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.

Resolutions

10.344 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 137
10.345 Escrow Account Agreement @ Community First Bank
10.346 PUD No. 1 Developer’s Agreement and Application for Service
10.347 Utility Easement w/Benton PUD No. 1
10.348 Reappointment of Carl Adrian to the Workforce Development Council
10.349 Reappointment of Lisa Bunch to the Workforce Development Council 
10.350 Reappointment of Curt Freed to the Workforce Development Council 
10.351 Reappointment of John Merk to the Workforce Development Council 
10.352 Reappointment of Todd Samuel to the Workforce Development Council 
10.353 Professional  Services  Agreement,  #PSA-2010/11-ESD  w/Educational  Service 

District 123
10.354 Professional  Services  Agreement,  #PSA-2010-KPD-00  w/Kennewick  Police 

Department
10.355 Interlocal  Agreement  w/City  of  Richland  for  District  Court  Indigent  Defense 

Services
10.356 State Land Use Agreement Amendment w/Dept of Fish and Wildlife
10.357 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0504-101, Dept. 000
10.358 Lease Agreement w/Ben Franklin Transit for Use of Prosser Maintenance Facility 
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There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:50 
am.

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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