
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting
July 26, 2010, 8:30 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present: Chairman James Beaver
Commissioner Leo Bowman 
Commissioner Max E. Benitz, Jr. 
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Absent: County Administrator David Sparks (Vacation)

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator  Loretta  Smith  Kelty;  Adam  Fyall,  Community  Development  Coordinator; 
Personnel  Manager  Melina  Wenner;  Facilities  Manager  Roy Rogers;  Rosie  Sparks  and Van 
Petty,  Auditor’s  Office;  Human  Services  Administrator  Ed  Thornbrugh;  Treasurer  Duane 
Davidson; Karen Richardson and Sam Schneider, Treasurer’ Office; Safety Coordinator Bryan 
Perry; Auditor Brenda Chilton; Public Works Manager Steve Becken; Malcolm Bowie, Public 
Works; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Reid Hay, PA’s Office; Eric 
Hsu, OPD; Jacki Lahtinen, District Court; Pat Austin, Superior Court; Clerk Josie Delvin; Judge 
Carrie Runge.  

Workshop Agenda

Treasurer Report

Duane Davidson apprised the Board of recent accomplishments and certifications received by his 
office,  and briefly discussed the following:  implementation of new debt policy;  bond rating 
review;  setting  aside  money  for  application  fees;  investment  policy  (multi-departmental 
approach) – received a certificate of excellence; cash handling policy acknowledgment (invited 
to local conference and Benton County staff was asked to train on cash handling technique); 
received certificate of excellence in reporting.  

County Showcase Letter

Adam Fyall presented the County Showcase letter to the Board and the Board agreed to add it to 
the consent agenda as item “v”.  
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NACO Report

Commissioner  Bowman said  he had an article  on health  care  reform that  he would give to 
Personnel and that NACO would continue to have webinars to assist with the new reform act.  

Additionally, he said he had 109 pages of resolutions adopted by NACO, some specifically on 
transportation projects related to economic development,  and he would provide copies to the 
Board if it wanted.  

Additionally, he said he was officially asked to chair the Transportation Steering Committee for 
NACO.  

CSEPP Program Closeout 

Commissioner Bowman asked about the notice received.  Commissioner Benitz said the closeout 
was starting to develop and there were many issues arising.  He said that any equipment, licensed 
or unlicensed and personal property was actually owned by the County and it would need to 
make a decision about whether to keep or dispose of it.  

Commissioner Beaver Comments

Chairman Beaver said he wanted to acknowledge Commissioner Bowman’s NACO appointment 
and that he was also reappointed to the HAEFIC Board.  Additionally,  he requested someone 
prepare  the  support  letter  regarding  nomination  for  Mercer  Ranch as  “Wildlife  Farm of  the 
Year”.  Mr. Fyall said he would prepare the letter.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:00 a.m. 

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of July 19, 2010 were approved.  Commissioner Bowman abstained since he was 
absent from that meeting.  

Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “u”, 
adding “v” (County Showcase Letter).   Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon vote, the 
Board approved the following:

Animal Control
a. Service Agreement w/Pethealth Software Solutions, Inc.
b. Reimbursable Payment to G2 Commercial Construction, Inc. 

Assessor
c. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 101

Auditor
d. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0111-101, Dept. 000
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Commissioners
e. Letter to Teamsters Local Union
f. Letter to City of Kennewick Chief of Police

Facilities
g. Terminating Public Works Contract w/Barrich, Inc.; Rescinding Resolution 09-188

Fairgrounds
h. Temporary Pedestrian Bridge Agreement w/Benton Franklin Fair Association

Human Services
i. Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-CI-01, w/Columbia Industries
j. Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-GW-01, w/Goodwill Industries of the Columbia, 

Inc.
k. Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-ARC-01, w/The Arc of the Tri-Cities
l. Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-CDC-01, w/Children’s Developmental Center

Juvenile
m. Truancy Contract w/Richland School District
n. Connection User’s Agreement w/Washington State Patrol

Personnel
o. Appraisers Union Trust Agreement w/United Employees Benefit Trust 

Public Works
p. Interlocal Cooperative Agreement w/City of West Richland for Solid Waste Brush 

Bandit
q. Authorization Setting Public Hearing for Sundance Water Association Franchise

Sheriff
r. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 118  
s. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120
t. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120
u. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 121  

Commissioners
v. County Showcase Letter

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:05 a.m. 

PEDA Quarterly Update 

Deb Heintz, Scott Keller, and Marv Kinney gave the PEDA Quarterly Report update and briefly 
discussed the following:

• Closure of ConAgra
• County Seat Removal Issue 
• Historic Downtown Prosser Association 
• Clore Center
• Future Growth 
• Membership Drive
• Website Redesign
• Upcoming Events and Fundraisers
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• Port of Benton – property purchases/transactions, Crow Butte Park (lost investment 
from Klickitat County); airport upgrade and relocation

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:25 a.m.

Risk Pool Annual Presentation

David  Goldsmith  and  Vyrle  Hill  gave  a  Powerpoint  presentation  and  briefly  discussed  the 
following:

• Experience Rating – staying pretty stable
• Membership and Mission
• What is Covered/Liability Program
• Insuring Agreement Changes
• Task Force Conclusions and Recommendations
• Finances/Services/Property Programs

Personnel Department - Strategic Plan

Melina Wenner and Bryan Perry discussed the Personnel Department strategic plan and touched 
on the following points:

• Mission Statement/Department Goals
o Improving Customer Service
o Controlling Workers’ Compensation Costs
o Containing Labor/Health Insurance Costs
o Safety/Risk Management Training Programs
o Develop Risk Management Guidelines
o Update Civil Service Policies and Procedures

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 10:25 a.m.

Public Hearing – MacKay and MacDonald/Lewis Clark Ranch Franchise

Steve Becken summarized the petition filed by MacKay and MacDonald/Lewis Clark Ranch to 
continue a nonexclusive franchise for irrigation and drainage system.  He said that based upon 
the current franchise requirements, his office recommended approval.

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the application for franchise as presented. 
Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 10:30 a.m.
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Public Hearing – Building Code Ordinance Amendments

Steve Brown and Ken Williams presented the amendments to the Building Code Ordinance.  Mr. 
Brown said the State adopted new codes effective July 1, 2010 requiring Benton County to adopt 
the minimum standards.  

Adoption of the 2009 Edition of the International Building and Residential Code; BCC 3.04

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2009 Edition of 
the  International  Building  and  Residential  Codes  and  amending  BCC  3.04.   Commissioner 
Bowman seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Adoption of the 2009 Edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code; BCC 3.08

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2009 Edition of 
the Uniform Plumbing Code as presented and amending BCC 3.08.  Commissioner Bowman 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Adoption of the 2009 Edition of the International Mechanical Code/Fuel Gas Code; BCC 3.12

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2009 Edition of 
the International Mechanical Code and Fuel Gas Code and amending BCC 3.12.  Commissioner 
Bowman seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Commissioner Bowman suggested it would be a good idea to have a summary sheet outlining 
changes to ordinance amendments for any future amendments.  

Adoption of the 2009 Edition of the International Fire Code; BCC 3.16

DPA Ryan Brown said the changes to this code were not all “housekeeping” changes.  He said 
the Fire Marshal and Fire Chiefs had been working on a substantial revamp of the code and these 
changes were not all mandated by state code and were discretionary.  

Ken Williams  said there  were changes  made specifically  to the burning ordinance (one was 
requiring each fire district to pass a resolution allowing the fire marshal to issue a burn ban).  

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.  
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MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2009 Edition of 
the  International  Fire  Code  and  other  amendments  as  presented.   Commissioner  Bowman 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Office of Public Defense – Mid-Year Report

Eric Hsu discussed his written 2010 Mid-Year Report and discussed the following:
• District Court 

o Caseload verification system - 100% verified report 
o In-Custody Representation Team
o Caseload forecasts
o Urgent need for walk-in arraignment representation (estimated cost $11,700 for 

remainder  of  2010;  $23,400  for  2011  to  Kennewick,  Richland,  &  Prosser 
contracts);  Interlocal  agreement  already provides for the service and their  cost 
will go up proportionately.  Mr. Hsu requested Board approval to move forward 
with this representation

o Interlocal agreement with Cities
o Contract compliance
o 2009 billings/budget deficit;  will  be requesting a supplement in the amount of 

$49,700 to cover shortfall
o District Court Contract Negotiations

• Special Financial Analysis – Staff Attorney Program 
o Savings/Facts & Figures

• Superior Court
o Staffing/Caseloads – maybe consider exploring a reduction of ½ contract

• Update on Investigative Services Change
• Juvenile Division  - his office is planning on taking over limited contract oversight 

(approve  expenses,  investigators,  and  monitor  contracts,  essentially  what  he  was 
doing for Superior Court already)

• Extraordinary Case – budget and expenditure update
• New Programs

o Reimbursement for competency evaluations
o Transcriptionist RFQ
o SVP Cases – New Contracts

• Strategic Plan Progress Summary

Additionally,  Mr.  Hsu  reviewed  the  summary  of  his  study  regarding  indigency  screening 
practices and discussed his recommendations.  

Commissioner Benitz said he wanted to speak with David Sparks before Mr. Hsu moved forward 
on his recommendations.  

Chairman Beaver said he was comfortable with the recommendations, including pursuing the 
walk-in arraignment, however, would wait until Commissioner Benitz had a chance to review the 
matter with Mr. Sparks.  Commissioner Bowman agreed with that process.
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Trial Court Improvement Fund – Expenditure Request

Pat  Austin,  Jacki  Lahtinen,  and  Josie  Delvin  presented  the  2010  expenditure  requests  as 
approved and recommended by the Trial Court Improvement Committee.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Bowman moved to approve the resolution authorizing expenditures 
from the Trial Court Improvement Fund.   Commissioner Benitz seconded and upon vote, the 
motion carried.  

MOTION:   Commissioner  Benitz  moved  to  approve  resolution  authorizing  the  line  item 
transfers in the Trial Court Improvement Fund.   Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon 
vote, the motion carried.

Vouchers

Check Date: 07/23/2010
Warrant #: 14773-14994
Taxes #: 0710
Total all funds: $662,157.12

Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.

Resolutions

10.418 Service Agreement w/Pethealth Software Solutions, Inc.
10.419 Reimbursable Payment to G2 Commercial Construction, Inc. 
10.420 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 101
10.421 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0111-101, Dept. 000
10.422 Terminating Contract w/Barrich, Inc.; Rescinding Resolution 09-188
10.423 Temporary Pedestrian Bridge Agreement w/Benton Franklin Fair Association
10.424 Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-CI-01, w/Columbia Industries
10.425 Contract  Amendment,  #09/10-DD-GW-01,  w/Goodwill  Industries  of  the 

Columbia, Inc.
10.426 Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-ARC-01, w/The Arc of the Tri-Cities
10.427 Contract Amendment, #09/10-DD-CDC-01, w/Children’s Developmental Center
10.428 Truancy Contract w/Richland School District
10.429 Connection User’s Agreement w/Washington State Patrol
10.430 Appraisers Union Trust Agreement w/United Employees Benefit Trust 
10.431 Interlocal  Cooperative  Agreement  w/City  of  West  Richland  for  Solid  Waste 

Brush Bandit
10.432 Authorization Setting Public Hearing for Sundance Water Association Franchise
10.433 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 118  
10.434 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120
10.435 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120
10.436 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 121  
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10.437 Adoption of Ordinance 475 Relating to Building Code
10.438 Adoption of Ordinance 476 Relating to Plumbing Code
10.439 Adoption of Ordinance 477 Relating to Mechanical Code
10.440 Adoption of Ordinance 478 Relating to Fire Code
10.441 Authorizing Purchases for the Trial Court Improvement Fund
10.442 Line Item Transfer – Trial Court Improvement Fund

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 11:50 
a.m. 

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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