
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting
 January 31, 2011, 8:30 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present: Chairman Leo Bowman
Commissioner James Beaver
Commissioner Shon Small 
County Administrator David Sparks  
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Community Development Coordinator; Finance 
Manager  Keith  Mercer;  Personnel  Manager  Melina  Wenner;  Larry  Taylor,  Animal  Control; 
Human Services Manager Ed Thornbrugh; County Engineer Malcolm Bowie; Deputy Treasurer 
Erhiza River; Public Works Manager Steve Becken; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA 
Ryan Brown; Nick Kookier, Treasurer’s Office; Central Services Manager Randy Reid.  

Workshop Agenda

Commissioner  Beaver  said  he  received  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  BCES  requesting  a 
“Compensation Board Meeting” be held to facilitate reimbursement for medical expenses to a 
volunteer that was injured.  Mr. Sparks requested that Melina Wenner review the matter and 
report back to the Board. 

Additionally,  he reported on his attendance at a meeting involving the Visitor & Convention 
Bureau, TRIDEC, and WSU that discussed the proposed wine and science project.  

Commissioner Small followed up on a meeting with BCES and said that few recommendations 
and changes were made after the flood and they would be looking at policy changes.   

Commissioner  Small  said  he  attended  a  meeting  regarding  the  proposed  construction  of  the 
CCRC ($3.8 to remodel the Canal Building or $4.8 for a new building) and that Mr. Thornbrugh 
would follow up with his update.  Additionally, he had a meeting with Juvenile and they were 
looking at  some options to deal with the revolving door issue and Juveniles that  were being 
released.  

Commissioner Beaver said he believed it was time to look at interlocal agreements that drove the 
numbers  and  research  Benton  County  owning  the  facility  and  Franklin  County  paying  for 
services they use.  
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Mr. Sparks said there would be an inspection today at Animal Control and hopefully the County 
would get an occupancy permit.  Additionally, he had been working with Larry Taylor on an 
ordinance and interlocal agreement with W. Richland regarding animal control and would report 
back to the Board on that issue.

Mr.  Sparks  presented  a  plaque  from the  Kennewick  School  District  thanking  Commissioner 
Beaver for his assistance in facilitating the construction of the railroad crossing at Cottonwood 
Drive.  Mr. Sparks said he wanted to celebrate the victory and thank all the individuals involved 
in the Public Works Department.  

Chairman  Bowman  reported  on  his  attendance  at  WSAC’s  Board  of  Director  meeting  in 
Olympia and said he had information available for the Board.  He said there were not as many 
bills  proposed,  however,  they  were  still  coming  in  and  he  provided  a  list  that  WSAC was 
watching very closely   Additionally, he commented that the cost of trying to get a bill adopted 
was approximately $4,000.  Chairman Bowman also provided a copy of the Legislative Steering 
Committee agenda and a summary of the bills.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:02 a.m.  

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of January 24, 2011 were approved.  

Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “t”. 
Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following:

Animal Control
a. Professional Service Contract w/Vista Veterinary Hospital
b. Contract w/Coleman Animal Health Center for Spay and Neutering Services

Commissioners
c. Appointment of S Tingey to the Benton County Mosquito Control Board  
d. Payment Authorization to Siefken & Sons Construction, Inc. for TI Project Building 

Permit
e. Letter to the Veterans Club @ WSU  

Juvenile
f. Professional Services Agreement w/N Blackburn for Indigent Legal Representation

Parks
g. Contract  w/Ray Poland  & Sons,  Inc.  for  Rattlesnake  Mountain  Shooting  Facility 

Project 
Personnel

h. Approval of Official Bonds and Oaths for Elected Officials
i. Denial of County Claim CC10-15

Public Works
j. Approval of E. R. & R. Fund Equipment Rental Rates for 2011
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k. Diverting  Road  Tax  Levy  Funds  to  Current  Expense  for  Traffic  Enforcement 
Purposes

l. Certification of the 2011 Road Levy 
m. Interlocal Agreement w/City of Prosser for Use of the Solid Waste Brush Bandit
n. Proposed Vacation of Webber Canyon Road

Sheriff
o. Personal Service Contract w/Columbia Cleaners for Uniform Cleaning
p. Personal Service Contract w/Jiffy Car Wash, Inc. for Cleaning Fleet Motor Vehicles
q. Personal Service Contract w/Northwest Marine and Sport, LLC for Boat Repair
r. Personal Service Contract w/Jack’s Superior Auto Body, LLC for Auto Body Repair 
s. Personal  Service  Contract  w/Psychological  Consultants,  Inc.  for  Psychological 

Evaluations
t. Personal Service Contract w/Culligan for Facilities Water Treatment Services

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:05 a.m. 

Chairman Bowman requested that Malcolm Bowie give an update on his meeting with CRAB.

CRAB Meeting Update

Malcolm Bowie said he had a meeting with CRAB regarding the Board’s request to waive the 
RATA funds spent on Hanks Road.  He said their staff allowed the County to request the waiver, 
supported that request, and the CRAB Board agreed to forgive the $334,000 expense.  He said 
this  was  contrary to  current  rules  that  if  you  don’t  finish the project  through to  the  end of 
construction, you have to pay back any money spent.  He said they do have a set of plans that 
could be used if the project were constructed.  

Public Hearing – Animal Control Ordinance

Adam Fyall presented the proposed ordinance for animal control and adoption by the Board.  He 
said there were some scheduling issues to be considered since the facility was not ready to open.

Commissioner Small proposed the ordinance be postponed for final adoption until the Animal 
Control Facility was ready for operation.  Larry Taylor said they were waiting for the City to 
come for its final inspection and there was some additional work to be done in the kennel area, 
the outdoor area, and phones and suggested the ordinance be adopted on February 15, 2011.  

Public Testimony 

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.  

The Board continued the public  hearing to 9:05 a.m.  on Monday,  February 14,  2011 in  the 
Commissioner Board Room, Prosser, Washington.  
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PEDA Update

Deb Heintz, PEDA and Charlie Bush, City of Prosser updated the Board on the following:

PEDA
• Clore Center – outdoor event facility under construction
• EDA Grant – in environmental review 
• Historic Downtown Prosser Association – in process of developing contract to allow 

loans for downtown core
• Strategic planning for Prosser EDA
• Grant – American planning Association 
• Facilitate meeting with business owners on the gateway corridor to get natural gas

City of Prosser  

• Boys & Girls Club – evaluating to expand – working on gang prevention
• Prosser aquatics project underway
• Water and sewer improvement
• Village Park Improvement 
• Possible  future  projects  –  annexing  into  Mid-Columbia  Library  District;  capital 

projects (police station, city hall, new library, public works yard)
• Comp. Plan update
• Electronics update, digital meetings; accreditation; staff development 

Human Services Update

Ed Thornbrugh updated the Board on the following activities at Human Services:

Administrative

Advisory Board membership continues to be low.  He said he was encouraged by the Board to 
recruit for an additional six months, but he still might come forward to show what a combined 
advisory board would look like.  He said the pros would be a quorum so the board could take 
action at meetings; downside was individuals had a passion for certain human services and it 
would take more general education to consider things outside their direct interest.  Commissioner 
Small strongly encouraged Mr. Thornbrugh to bring back the proposal for a combined board. 

Developmental Disabilities
• Continuing to work with the State in planning for elimination of one service from the 

contract

Mental Health
• New tools to compare clinical outcome; goal is implementation by July 2011
• Significant cuts to state-only funding continues; RSN’s looking at possibility of not 

being able to afford basic crisis services
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• DHS received required independent audits from mental health agencies

Substance Abuse
• DHS requesting proposals for outpatient services
• Contracted  with  Knowledge  Counseling  to  provide  county  prevention  services  to 

comply with State’s prevention redesign expectations

Housing
• 2060 program funding notice of availability published
• Continue to provide technical assistance to Columbia Basin Veteran Coalition and 

Walla Walla VA for new transitional housing
• Annual  progress  report  for  Shelter  Plus  Care  being  finished  and  preparation  for 

REACH report beginning

CCRC 

Mr. Thornbrugh said the prior scope of this project was much larger when it began and they have 
now worked from a program basis (create 16 residential beds (4 more) for crisis stabilization or 
detoxification) and make this a decision making center and substance abuse office (giving more 
time to observe and decide the best course of action for these individuals).  

Commissioner Beaver asked if the other two facilities would be vacated and Mr. Thornbrugh 
said they would.  Commissioner Beaver said he believed it was a good move and the vacant 
building needed a tenant.

The Board discussed the available money to remodel the building and Commissioner Beaver 
suggested there might be gap financing available from Benton County to assist Crisis Response 
and then Benton County would own the building.  

Commissioner  Small  wanted  to  know  if  they  would  save  money  or  be  more  efficient  by 
consolidating the facilities.  Mr. Thornbrugh said they might run more efficiently, but the bulk of 
the cost was the people performing the care, so he was not sure from an operational standpoint if 
they would be able to save money.  

Chairman Bowman asked about the $3.5 available for capital costs.  Mr. Thornbrugh said there 
was at least $2.5 available (but still a question about the other $1 million).  Mr. Sparks said if 
they used the $2.5 million, there would also be a question about who owned the building.  Mr. 
Thornbrugh said he thought ultimately the building would be owned by the RSN if those funds 
were used.  

The Board also discussed the two options (remodel the Canal Street building for $3.8 million or 
build a new facility, including land and construction for $4.8 million).  The square footage was 
also reviewed (an additional 200 square feet for Canal).  

Mr. Thornbrugh said the meeting on Friday with the architect was a draft report and he would 
provide the final report when it was ready.  
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Chairman Bowman requested Mr. Thornbrugh also provide an operational cost estimate and his 
analysis of the project.  He said not to take “I don’t know” for an answer from the architect on an 
operational cost estimate. 

Claim for Damages

CC 2011-01: Received on January 24, 2011 from Charlston Harder

CC 2011-02: Received on January 24, 2011 from Century Link

CC 2011-03: Received on January 27, 2011 from Frontier

Vouchers

Check Date: 1/28/2011
Warrant #s:  27071-27456
Taxes #: 010101112; 010101113; 010101114; 010101115
Total all funds: $1,912,450.35

Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.

Resolutions

11-090 : Professional Service Contract w/Vista Veterinary Hospital
11-091: Contract w/Coleman Animal Health Center for Spay and Neutering Services
11-092: Appointment of S Tingey to the Benton County Mosquito Control Board  
11-093: Payment  Authorization  to  Siefken  &  Sons  Construction,  Inc.  for  TI  Project 

Building Permit
11-094: Professional  Services  Agreement  w/N  Blackburn  for  Indigent  Legal 

Representation
11-095: Contract w/Ray Poland & Sons, Inc. for Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Facility 

Project 
11-096: Approval of Official Bonds and Oaths for Elected Officials
11-097: Denial of County Claim CC10-15
11-098: Approval of E. R. & R. Fund Equipment Rental Rates for 2011
11-099: Diverting  Road Tax  Levy Funds  to  Current  Expense  for  Traffic  Enforcement 

Purposes
11-100: Certification of the 2011 Road Levy 
11-101: Interlocal Agreement w/City of Prosser for Use of the Solid Waste Brush Bandit
11-102: Proposed Vacation of Webber Canyon Road
11-103: Personal Service Contract w/Columbia Cleaners for Uniform Cleaning
11-104: Personal  Service  Contract  w/Jiffy  Car  Wash,  Inc.  for  Cleaning  Fleet  Motor 

Vehicles
11-105: Personal Service Contract w/Northwest Marine and Sport, LLC for Boat Repair
11-106: Personal  Service Contract  w/Jack’s  Superior  Auto  Body,  LLC for  Auto Body 

Repair 
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11-107: Personal  Service  Contract  w/Psychological  Consultants,  Inc.  for  Psychological 
Evaluations

11-108: Personal Service Contract w/Culligan for Facilities Water Treatment Services

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:15 
a.m.  

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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