
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Special Board Meeting
 February 2, 2011, 9:00 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Justice Center, Kennewick, WA

Present: Chairman Leo Bowman
Commissioner James Beaver
Commissioner Shon Small 
County Administrator David Sparks  
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator  Loretta  Smith Kelty;  Adam Fyall,  Sustainable  Development  Manager;  Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth.  

Workshop – Department of Ecology – Water Resources

Tom Tebb, Director, Dept. of Ecology (Central Region Office) and Derek Sandison, Director, 
Dept. of Ecology (Office of Columbia River) discussed with the Board the following issues:
 
Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project

This is an ongoing effort to deal with water supply in the Yakima River Basin.  It is now in the 
opening stages of environmental review, which is preparatory to taking it for authorization to the 
Department of Congress for general authorization to proceed.  The target to take to Congress will 
realistically be 2013.  

Watershed Planning

Central Washington has 10 watershed planning units, six of which are active and eligible for 
additional funding.  The watershed planning has been successful so they were proposing to 
legislation to continue those investments (over $140 million invested statewide) and that now 
was not the time to cut back on this planning.  

Integrated Plan Discussion

There was some discussion regarding the integrated plan and actually moving forward and 
getting something built.  The Department of Ecology said the strategy of the integrated plan was 
to move all interests forward so that everybody got something out of the plan.  However, there 
had been a lot of opposition (including from Benton County) to moving forward because of 
special interest in Black Rock and the special interest groups had taken an “all or nothing” 



position.  The Board stated that Benton County wanted to work with Department of Ecology on 
moving forward with a plan and that Commissioner Beaver was the new point of contact for 
Benton County.  

Groundwater – Quality and Quantity

An 11-year geological study has indicated that every year due to groundwater pumping, there 
was a deficit situation of total water supply at Parker.  It was stated that groundwater decline was 
an issue and they needed to talk about it instead of ignoring it and build a plan together.  

Department of Ecology said they believed they could solve the deficit problem with building the 
water supply.  Additionally, that Benton County was part of the Yakima Valley and it was 
important for Benton County to think about it and be part of plan.  

Ecology also said there was a groundwater pollution problem with nitrates caused from years and 
years of agriculture use and that Yakima County was embarking on a process and forming a 
governing body to address this issue.  Again, they believed that Benton County should be a 
partner as well.  

Horse Heaven Hills Storage Update

Dave McClure, Kittitas County, gave a brief update on the pre-feasibility study and continued 
work on the storage assessment.  

Legislation

• Water rights (municipal water right is different from agricultural water right)
• Supportive of changes to relinquishment reform – people are using more water than 

they need to hang onto their water right 
• Water resources program is funded by state general fund at almost 98%; legislative 

proposal for user fee applications to provide stable funding platform - beneficiary pay 
program

Kennewick Irrigation District representative said that KID was particularly interested in the point 
of diversion at Red Mountain and protecting its water right.  

With no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:20 a.m.

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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