
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting
February 28, 2011, 8:30 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present: Chairman Leo Bowman
Commissioner James Beaver
Commissioner Shon Small 
County Administrator David Sparks  
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Community Development Coordinator; Finance 
Manager  Keith  Mercer;  Public  Works  Manager  Steve  Becken;  Planning  Manager  Mike 
Shuttleworth; Human Services Manager Ed Thornbrugh; Safety Manager Bryan Perry; Deputy 
Treasurer Erhiza Rivera; DPA Ryan Brown; DPA Steve Hallstrom; County Engineer Malcolm 
Bowie; Sue Schuetze, Public Works; Treasurer Duane Davidson; Larry Moser, Public Works; 
Nick Kooiker; Ken Williams, Fire Marshal; RJ Lott, Planning; Sheriff Steve Keane; Undersheriff 
Jerry Hatcher; Jon Law and Carlos Trevino, Sheriff’s Office;  Sharon Paradis, Juvenile Court 
Administrator; Prosecuting Attorney Andy Miller via/videoconference.  

Workshop Agenda

Commissioner Small reported on the following:  contact with an individual regarding some new 
ideas  for  code  enforcement  and  abandoned  vehicles;  meetings  with  elected  officials  and 
departments; Health District Administrator interviews.  

Commissioner Beaver said they had selected an applicant for the Health District Administrator 
and were in the process of offering the position.  Additionally, he reported on a meeting with Tri-
City Visitor & Convention Bureau to discuss the stimulus package and Hanford layoffs and his 
attendance at the area soccer tournament.   

Chairman Bowman said he met in Olympia with the WSAC Legislative Steering Committee and 
provided a copy of their agenda and priority list.  Additionally, he provided a list of proposed 
bills  that  included  natural  resources;  Human  Services;  labor/pensions;  budget/finance/taxes; 
roads; and land use.  

The Board agreed to have a discussion on legislative priorities for Benton County at the next 
regular  board  meeting  so  it  could  form a  collective  opinion  on  issues  important  to  Benton 
County.  
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Chairman Bowman also discussed the redistricting process and the Board would have to make a 
decision about how it wanted to proceed.  The Board agreed the advisory committee was the way 
to go.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:00 a.m. for the regular session.

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of February 14, 2011 were approved as corrected.
The Minutes of February 16, 2011 were approved.  

Review Agenda

Commissioner Bowman requested that item “p” (Purchase of Trailer Mounted Jet Rodder) be 
pulled from the consent agenda.

Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “cc”, 
pulling “p”. Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following:

Animal Control
a. Notice of Substantial Completion of the Animal Control Facility

Commissioners
b. Letter to Safe Harbor Crisis Nursery  
c. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0305-101, Dept. 000 
d. Non-Bargaining Employee Benefits Contribution for Human Services, Juvenile Justice 

and Superior Court
Facilities

e. Blanket Service Agreement w/Sierra Electric, Inc.
f. Blanket Service Agreement w/R.W. Cox Drilling, LLP Pump Division

Fairgrounds
g. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0124-101, Dept. 000
h. Lease Amendment w/CPM Development Corporation dba Central Pre-Mix Concrete Co.
i. Lease Agreement w/Atomic City Rollergirls

Human Services
j. Mental Health Advisory Board Appointment
k. Agreement, #10/11-RSAT-LCC-00, w/Lourdes Counseling Center

Juvenile
l. Amended Professional Indigent Defense Services Agreement w/J Brown

Personnel
m. Personal Services Contract Amendment w/The American Red Cross

Prosecuting Attorney
n. Amendment 1 to Juvenile Clerical Collective Bargaining Agreement
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Public Works
o. Setting of Solid Waste Fee for 2011
q. Authorization to Schedule Bid Date for Purchase of Refined Petroleum Products
r. Authorization to Schedule a Request for Bids for E.R.&R. Purchase of Metal  Traffic 

Signs
Sheriff

s. Bi-Pin Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with Franklin County and Cities of Connell, 
Kennewick, Pasco, Richland and West Richland

t. Interlocal Agreement for Special Investigations Unit with Franklin County and Cities of 
Connell, Kennewick, Pasco, Richland, West Richland and Prosser

u. Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement and Certification w/Department of Justice 
v. Amended Agreement #K7926 w/WA State Department of Corrections for Jail Bed Space
w. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120
x. Salary Request Statement
y. Agreement w/Benton County Fire District #1 for the Provisions of Work Crews
z. Authorization for Vehicle Purchases
aa. Contract w/Mel’s Inter-City Towing
bb. Ammunition Authorization Purchases from Dooley Enterprises, Inc and San Diego Police 

Equipment Company, Inc.; Rescinding Resolution 10-527
Treasurer

cc. Establishing Treasurer’s Service Fund, Fund No. 0128-101

Consent Item “p” 

Chairman Bowman said he just wanted to know the cost to own versus renting from ER&R to 
make sure the County was doing the right thing.  The Board agreed a cost comparison was the 
right thing to do.  

Public Hearing – Right of Way Vacation – Nine Canyon Road and Finley Road

Sue Schuetze said the proposed vacation and abandonment of properties were numerous excess 
land pieces due to road construction.  She said the Public Works Department received two letters 
(one from Benton PUD requesting a 10-foot utility easement and one from the Fire Marshall 
with no comment).   She said her office opined the vacation to be in the best  interest  of the 
County and recommended the vacation as proposed, keeping a 10-foot utility easement.  She said 
that once the action to abandon was approved, it would revert back to adjacent property owners.  

As there was no one present to testify, testimony was closed.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to vacate the excess rights of way for portions of Nine 
Canyon Road and Finley Road, as requested by Public Works, and the 10 foot utility easement 
be retained  as requested.   Commissioner  Small  seconded and upon vote,  the motion  carried 
unanimously.

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:15 a.m.    

- 3 -



Continued Public Hearing – Short Plat Ordinance Amendments

Mike Shuttleworth presented the final ordinance amendments, as directed from the last public 
hearing.  He said the changes were made and public input was closed.

MOTION:   Commissioner  Small  moved to approve the ordinance amending BCC title  9.04 
relating to short plat subdivisions.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion 
carried.  

Public Hearing – Short Plat Vacation – SPV 11-01

R.J. Lott summarized the request for vacation and said that all property owners were notified and 
no adverse comments were received.  He did receive a phone call from an individual and he 
explained the purpose of the vacation was for the owner to create a straight line for better use of 
his property.  

Public Testimony

Russell Wright, property owner, spoke in favor of the vacation.  

Don Williams,  neighbor, said his only concern was to make sure the vacation wasn’t for an 
easement to the commercial agricultural vineyard on the other side of his property.  

Mr. Lott said there was not access as it was currently designed, but if they wanted access, it 
would have to be granted by the property owner.

There was no one else present to testify.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the vacation of easement, conditioned on 
the  applicant  recording  a  30-foot  private  road  easement  as  described.   Commissioner  Small 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Gang Team Workshop

Sheriff Steve Keane gave a Powerpoint presentation on gang issues in Benton County and briefly 
discussed the following:

• Impact of Gangs – Summary 
• Statistical Data
• Financial Impact
• Impact to Community
• Proposal – Financial 

Lupita Mason, School Counselor in Yakima, discussed her concern about the gang issues in her 
community,  mainly safety concerns (walking to school, going to school, walking downtown); 
concern of school children; image of the city (graffiti affects people visiting or stopping to visit). 
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She then  discussed  the  Yakima  Police  Dept.  and  the  different  programs  in  place,  including 
school  officers,  gang  prevention  program  taught  to  4-7  graders;  block  watch  and  other 
community programs and the importance of the police department to work along with schools 
and the community.  

Kennewick  Police  Chief  Hohenberg  said  the  police  departments  had  collectively  worked 
together to keep the community safe.  He discussed the criminal apprehension team that was put 
together in Kennewick and the success of the program.  He said there is a significant cost but if 
you get behind the curve with resources and prosecution and support, it is almost impossible to 
catch up.  He said the biggest threat to the community and safety right now was the gangs and 
the time to do something was now. 

Chairman Bowman said they needed to consider everything (all costs that might be involved) 
because there would be impacts throughout the system.  

The Board agreed it was a priority, it was better to be proactive, and that it was prepared to sit 
down to start to work out the formula.  

Juvenile Drug Court Services

Sharon Paradis and PA Andy Miller via/video conference requested the Board accept money 
from the Circle of Hope to fund two Franklin County youths so they could finish the drug court 
program.  

Mr. Sparks said the thing to recognize was there would be two Franklin County youth in the 
program funded by the Circle of Hope.  

The Board agreed.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 10:52 a.m.  

Executive Session – Potential Litigation

The  Board  went  into  executive  session  with  DPA  Jonathan  Young  at  10:52  a.m.  for 
approximately  five  minutes  to  discuss  potential  litigation.  Also  present  were  Bryan  Perry, 
Undersheriff Jerry Hatcher, Ryan Brown, Steve Hallstrom, David Sparks, Loretta Smith Kelty, 
and Cami McKenzie.  The Board came out at 10:55 a.m. and Mr. Young said no decisions were 
made.  

Executive Session – Potential Litigation

The  Board  went  into  executive  session  with  DPA  Jonathan  Young  at  10:55  a.m.  for 
approximately five minutes to discuss potential  litigation with the same parties present.  The 
Board came out at 11:00 a.m. and Mr. Young said there were no decisions made in executive 
session. 
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Executive Session – Union Negotiations

The Board went into executive session at 11:00 a.m. for approximately 20 minutes with DPA 
Steve Hallstrom.  Also present were Sarah Perry (contract attorney), Undersheriff Hatcher, Ryan 
Brown, Loretta Smith Kelty, David Sparks, and Cami McKenzie.  The Board came out at 11:12 
a.m. and announced that no decisions were made.

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 11:20 a.m.  

MOTION:   Commissioner  Beaver  moved  to  adopt  the  2011-2012  Collective  Bargaining 
Agreement Between Benton County and Benton County Deputy Sheriff’s Guild.  Commissioner 
Small seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Unscheduled Visitors

Chairman Bowman requested the discussion on legislative priorities be moved to the meeting on 
March 14, 2011.  

Claim for Damages

CC 2011-04: Received February 17, 2011 from Port of Benton
CC 2011-05: Received February 22, 2011 from David Enlow
CC 2011-08: Received February 28, 2011 from Ronnie Owen 
CC 2010-21c: Received February 25, 2011 from William Columbus Emmons
CC 2010-21d: Received February 25, 2011 from William Arthur Emmons

Vouchers

Check Date: 02/15/2011
Warrant #: 231963-231984
Direct Deposit #: 61640-61837
Total all funds: $111,190.35

Check Date:  02/15/2011
Taxes #: 10111024
Total all funds: $31,221.11

Check Date:  02/18/2011
Warrant #: 28573-28827
Total all funds: $1,568,820.00

Check Date:  02/25/2011
Warrant #: 29143-29503
Taxes #: 010102111, 010102112, 05010211
Total all funds: $5,952,011.15
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Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.

Resolutions

11.129 2011-2012 Collective Bargaining Agreement Between Benton County and Benton 
County  Deputy  Sheriff’s  Guild,  Representing  Commissioned  Officers  of  the 
Sheriff’s Office

11.130 Notice of Substantial Completion of the Animal Control Facility
11.131 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0305-101, Dept. 000 
11.132 Non-Bargaining Employee  Benefits Contribution for Human Services,  Juvenile 

Justice and Superior Court
11.133 Blanket Service Agreement w/Sierra Electric, Inc.
11.134 Blanket Service Agreement w/R.W. Cox Drilling, LLP Pump Division
11.135 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0124-101, Dept. 000
11.136 Lease  Amendment  w/CPM  Development  Corporation  dba  Central  Pre-Mix 

Concrete Co.
11.137 Lease Agreement w/Atomic City Rollergirls
11.138 Mental Health Advisory Board Appointment
11.139 Agreement, #10/11-RSAT-LCC-00, w/Lourdes Counseling Center
11.140 Amended Professional Indigent Defense Services Agreement w/J Brown
11.141 Personal Services Contract Amendment w/The American Red Cross
11.142 Amendment 1 to Juvenile Clerical Collective Bargaining Agreement
11.143 Setting of Solid Waste Fee for 2011
11.144 Authorization to Schedule Bid Date for Purchase of Refined Petroleum Products
11.145 Authorization  to  Schedule a  Request  for  Bids for  E.R.&R. Purchase of Metal 

Traffic Signs
11.146 BBi-Pin Interlocal  Cooperation Agreement with Franklin County and Cities of 

Connell, Kennewick, Pasco, Richland and West Richland
11.147 IInterlocal Agreement for Special Investigations Unit with Franklin County and 

Cities of Connell, Kennewick, Pasco, Richland, West Richland and Prosser
11.148 Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement and Certification w/Department of Justice 
11.149 Amended Agreement  #K7926 w/WA State  Department  of Corrections  for Jail 

Bed Space
11.150 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120
11.151 Agreement w/Benton County Fire District #1 for the Provisions of Work Crews
11.152 Authorization for Vehicle Purchases
11.153 Contract w/Mel’s Inter-City Towing
11.154 Ammunition  Authorization  Purchases  from  Dooley  Enterprises,  Inc  and  San 

Diego Police Equipment Company, Inc.; Rescinding Resolution 10-527
11.155 Establishing Treasurer’s Service Fund, Fund No. 0128-101
11.156 Adopting Ordinance 484 Relating to Short Plat Subdivisions
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There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 11:21 
a.m. 

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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