
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting
February 22, 2010, 9:00 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present: Chairman James Beaver
Commissioner Leo Bowman 
Commissioner Max E. Benitz, Jr. 
County Administrator David Sparks  
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Community Development Coordinator; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Facilities Manager Roy Rogers; Ed 
Thornbrugh,  Human  Services;  Auditor  Brenda  Chilton;  Nick  Kooiker  and  Erhiza  Rivera, 
Treasurer’s Office; Stewart Holmes, Auditor’s Office; DPA Ryan Brown; Van Petty, Auditor’s 
Office; Mike Shuttleworth, Planning Manger.  

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of February 2, 2010 were approved.
The Minutes of February 8, 2010 were approved. 

Review Agenda
Commissioner Bowman requested “c” (Letter to Yakima County Commissioner Mike Leita) and 
item “d” (Approval of Third Amendment  to the Lease Agreement  w/Benton-Franklin  Health 
District) be pulled for further discussion.  

Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the consent agenda items  “a” through “ii”, 
pulling “c” and “d”.  Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the 
following:

Auditor
a. Change of Precinct Boundaries Within Benton County

Commissioners
b. Letter to B Starkey – Benton City Roundabout
e. Support Letters for Ben Franklin Transit

Facilities
f. Agreement w/Moon Security Services, Inc. for Security Monitoring
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g. Blanket Service Agreement w/Stratton Surveying 
h. Blanket Service Agreement for As Needed Sign Installation 
i. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 110
j. Award of Janitorial Services to ABM Janitorial Services

Fairgrounds
k. Service Contract w/J.R. Swigart Co., Inc.
l. Surplus of Personal Property - Forklift for Scrap

Human Services
m. Agreement Amendment, #0963-68016, w/Health & Recovery Services Administration
n. Authorization to Purchase Computer Workstations
o. Professional Services Agreement w/M Cummings
p. Travel Expense Reimbursement
q. Agreement w/Lutheran Community Services, #09/11-MH-NONPIHP-LCS-00

Office of Public Defense
r. Interlocal Agreement w/City of Kennewick for District Court Indigent Defense Services
s. Contract w/Verizon Wireless for Wireless Phone Services
t. District Court Indigent Defense Contract Amendment w/R Swinburnson
u. Contract w/N Rodriguez for Superior Court Indigent Defense

Public Works 
v. Authorization to Purchase Traffic Counters
w. Authorization to Sign Contract for Wiser Parkway at BNSF Railroad
x. Granting Franchise to Plymouth Water District
y. Public Hearing Approval for Proposed Vacation of Unimproved Right of Way on Hunts 

Plat
z. Contract w/CWI Security Services, Inc. for Alarm System Monitoring @ Prosser Shop   
aa. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0501-101, Dept. 650

Sheriff 
bb. Agreement w/City of Olympia for Jail Usage 
cc. Authorizing Vehicle Purchases – Patrol and Work Crew Replacement Fund
dd. Dangerous Dog Interlocal Agreement Amendment w/City of West Richland
ee. Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement and Certification for 2009

Sustainable Development
ff. Watershed Planning Funding Letter
gg. Economic Development Agreement w/Tri-Cities Development Council

Treasurer
hh. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0112-101, Dept. 000 
ii. Agreement Amendment w/Armored Car Services

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:05 a.m. 

Public Hearing – Williams Pipeline Franchise

Steve Becken stated that Williams Northwest Pipeline GP had filed a petition for nonexclusive 
franchise for natural gas transportation within all of unincorporated Benton County road right of 
way.  He said that based upon current franchise requirements, his office recommended approval 
of the request, subject to conditions. 
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As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the application for franchise for Williams 
Pipeline with the listed conditions.  Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  

Commissioner Bowman said he had served on the Pipeline Safety Committee and a pipeline 
company came in and took care of easement problems and he wanted to compliment them on the 
record because they did a good job.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:10 a.m.

Public Hearing – City of West Richland Franchise

Steve Becken stated the City of West Richland had filed a petition for a nonexclusive franchise 
for water and sewer system and his office recommended approval subject to conditions.

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.

MOTION:  Commissioner Bowman moved to approve the franchise application as presented 
with  conditions.   Commissioner  Benitz  seconded  and  upon  vote,  the  motion  carried 
unanimously.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:15 a.m.

County Seat Petition Presentation

Auditor  Brenda  Chilton  presented  a  letter  to  the  Commissioners  outlining  the  results  of  the 
signature comparison on the Petition to the Move the County Seat.  

Ms. Chilton said in order to reach the threshold number of 14,368, her office reviewed a total of 
19,048 signatures and it was their opinion that 14,368 signatures met the criteria to be considered 
a match.  She also stated her office averaged a review of 1,500 to 1,600 signature per day, 8 
hours a day, for a total of 12 days and used three to five employees per day.  

Ms. Chilton also recommended that her office scan the Petition for permanent storage purposes 
so it could be converted to microfilm and sent to State Archives once the County was done with 
it.  

The Board agreed.  

The Board also requested Mr. Sparks to bring back a recommendation on moving forward with 
placing the issue on the ballot, getting an independent firm to review the issue, and finding out 
exactly what it meant to move the county seat.  
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Ryan Brown reminded the Board it could not make a formal certification of the signatures until 
the final deadline in case voters decide to withdraw their signatures from the petition. 

Ben-Franklin Transit Relocation Request

Steve Becken provided a letter from Ben Franklin Transit requesting to relocate its Prosser office 
to the Benton County Maintenance facility in Prosser.  Mr. Becken said they could meet 6 of the 
7 requirements.  Additionally, Mr. Becken said the rental rate would have to be adjusted based 
on the location of the building and Ben-Franklin would have to provide the electrical for their 
buses.  

The Board agreed to move forward with negotiations regarding a lease.  

Other Business

Item “d” - Third Amendment to the Lease Agreement w/Benton-Franklin Health District

 Commissioner Bowman requested language in the resolution be changed from “inability” to 
unable.  The Board agreed.  

MOTION:   Commissioner  Bowman moved  to  approve  the  resolution  to  approve  the  Third 
Amendment  to  the  Lease  Agreement  with  Benton-Franklin  Health  District,  as  modified. 
Commissioner Benitz seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Item “c” - Letter to Yakima County Commissioner Mike Leita – Water Storage

Commissioner Bowman expressed his concern about speaking for YBSA and Kittitas County 
and requested they write their own letter.  Additionally, he said the letter appeared to be stating 
the Board’s position was “all or nothing”.  He requested the Board workshop the issue prior to 
sending the letter.  

Commissioner Benitz said he would concur with removing the other signatures, however, this 
letter stated the Board wanted to move forward with water storage.  He said he was not opposed 
to a workshop as the determinations  were made,  but the letter  needed to go out stating that 
storage, not further studies, were needed now.  

Commissioner  Bowman requested a 10-minute  workshop on the issue and Chairman Beaver 
agreed.  

Letter to the Sheriff

Commissioner Benitz requested the Board send a thank you letter to the Sheriff regarding the 
City of Olympia jail usage contract.  

The Board agreed.
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Veterans Assistance – Income Waiver

MOTION:  Commissioner Benitz moved to approve the income waiver request for Javier Prieto. 
Commissioner Bowman seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

Board Meeting – Start Time

Chairman Beaver requested the Board have workshops at 8:30 a.m. prior to starting its regular 
board meeting.  The Board agreed to this request.  

Claim for Damages

CC 2010-04: Received on February 11, 2010 from Jose’ Luis Bustamante 

Vouchers

Check Date: 02/05/2010
Payroll Deductions
Taxes # 10110021-10110024
Warrant #: 943629-943663
Total all funds: $1,826,143.46

Check Date:  02/05/2010
Warrant #: 227067-227206
Direct Deposit #: 49815-50389
Total all funds: $2,036,403.36

Check Date:  02/12/2010
Warrant #: 943818-944078
Total all funds: $1,544,424.88

Check Date:  02/12/2010
Warrant #: 944079-944213
Total all funds: $3,581.82

Check Date:  02/16/2010
Payroll Draw Deductions
Taxes #: 10110025-1011026
Total all funds: $35,022.72

Check Date:  02/16/2010
Warrant #: 227213-227446
Total all funds: $113,995.24
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Check Date:  02/19/2010
Warrant #: 944322-944555
Total all funds: $520,363.05

Check Date:  02/19/2010
Warrant #: 944556-944729
Total all funds: $3,242.76

Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.

Resolutions

10-093 Change of Precinct Boundaries Within Benton County
10-094 Agreement w/Moon Security Services, Inc. for Security Monitoring
10-095 Blanket Service Agreement w/Stratton Surveying 
10-096 Blanket Service Agreement for As Needed Sign Installation 
10-097 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 110
10-098 Award of Janitorial Services to ABM Janitorial Services
10-099 Service Contract w/J.R. Swigart Co., Inc.
10.100 Surplus of Personal Property - Forklift for Scrap
10.101 Agreement  Amendment,  #0963-68016,  w/Health  &  Recovery  Services 

Administration
10.102 Authorization to Purchase Computer Workstations
10.103 Professional Services Agreement w/M Cummings
10.104 Agreement w/Lutheran Community Services, #09/11-MH-NONPIHP-LCS-00
10.105 Interlocal Agreement w/City of Kennewick for District Court Indigent Defense 

Services
10.106 Contract w/Verizon Wireless for Wireless Phone Services
10.107 District Court Indigent Defense Contract Amendment w/R Swinburnson
10.108 Contract w/N Rodriguez for Superior Court Indigent Defense
10.109 Authorization to Purchase Traffic Counters
10.110 Authorization to Sign Contract for Wiser Parkway at BNSF Railroad
10.111 Granting Franchise to Plymouth Water District
10.112 Public Hearing Approval for Proposed Vacation of Unimproved Right of Way on 

Hunts Plat
10.113 Contract w/CWI Security Services, Inc. for Alarm System Monitoring @ Prosser 

Shop   
10.114 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0501-101, Dept. 650
10.115 Agreement w/City of Olympia for Jail Usage 
10.116 Authorizing Vehicle Purchases – Patrol and Work Crew Replacement Fund
10.117 Dangerous Dog Interlocal Agreement Amendment w/City of West Richland
10.118 Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement and Certification for 2009
10.119 Economic Development Agreement w/Tri-Cities Development Council
10.120 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0112-101, Dept. 000 
10.121 Agreement Amendment w/Armored Car Services
10.122 Third Amendment to Lease Agreement with Health District
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There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:45 
a.m.

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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