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SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 

 
February 13, 2007, 6:30 p.m. 
Benton County Justice Center 
Kennewick, Washington 

 
Board Members Present    Benton County Employees 

Rick Kilgore, Chair     Adam Fyall 
Kathye Kilgore, Secretary/Treasurer  Cami McKenzie 
Donna Raines, Member      
Skip Gest, Member 
Hank Sauer, Member  
Bert Lake, Member 
 
Board Members Absent 

Glynn Wheeler, Member (Excused) 
 
Call to Order/Roll Call 

 
Chair Rick Kilgore called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and roll call was taken.   
 
Approval of Minutes 

 
The Minutes of January 9, 2007 were approved.   
 
Review Agenda 

 
The agenda was approved as modified.   
  
Staff Report 

 
Adam Fyall reviewed his monthly staff report for February 2007.   
 
Donna Raines said she would be researching the Wallula Gap park property.  
Additionally, she stated it was a natural landmark and she would be researching 
whether it would qualify for matching funds from the Lewis & Clark grant money.  
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Committee Reports 

 

Planning & Development 
 
Bert Lake said he talked to Mr. Atchison at Columbia Center Rotary regarding 
their proposal at the Badger Mountain Centennial Preserve.  He said the planning 
group agreed the natural concept of the trail had to be considered, but they would 
get back to him with more information.  Additionally, they did not want to 
discourage their willingness to help.   
 
Additionally, Bert discussed the Horn Rapids Operation Group and their plans to 
plant trees, put up an entrance sign, and control dumping by limiting access to 
undesirable uses.  He said three new organizations have attended the group and 
the trail seems to be well received by the users.   
 
Publicity 
 
Kathye Kilgore said they had prepared a draft invitation and flier for the Park 
Tour set for April 28 and needed RSVP’s by April 20 to confirm transportation 
needs.  Additionally, KNDU and KVEW were interested in covering the tour.   
 
Kennewick Parks and Recreation Liaison  
 

Hank Sauer said that Kennewick presently had a concessionaire for bumper boats 
that would be returning this year and have approved a second concessionaire for 
wake board lessons.  Additionally, they were working on improving the gardens and 
accessibility at Grange Park and putting out bids for remodeling the building.   
 
Mr. Sauer said the City would be informing Mr. Thornton that based upon costs to 
improve his land the City could not afford to take over the property.   
 
Old Business 

 

Life Vests at Two Rivers Park 
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Adam said he provided information to Columbia Basin Dive & Rescue and they have 
secured a  $15,000 grant for life vests and marking the swimming area at Two 
Rivers Park.   
 
Badger Mountain Centennial Preserve 
 

Mr. Fyall indicated that “Friends of Badger Mountain” had raised money and 
worked with an attorney and were now prepared to make an offer on the additional 
properties on the fringe of the preserve.   He said the first step would be to get 
Park Board approval and then to ask the County if it would accept the donation of 
the land to enlarge the preserve. 
 
MOTION:  Bert moved to approve the resolution supporting the purchase of the 
property and donation to the County to enlarge Badger Mountain Centennial 
Preserve. Donna seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 

Park System Comprehensive Plan 

 

Mr. Fyall said he had received approximately six calls regarding the comprehensive 
plan proposal.  The Board reviewed their schedules and tentatively set a workshop 
for February 27.  Adam said he would research whether the meeting could be done 
in executive session.   
 

New Business 

 
Park Use Request – TCSA Event at Horn Rapids Park 
 

The Board discussed a request from the Tri-City Shooting Association to hold an 
event at Horn Rapids Park.  Ron Davidson said the event involved shooting black 
powder at balloons from horseback.  He said it was a brand new sport they were 
trying to get started.  The Board discussed the fire hazard concern and definition 
of shooting a weapon and agreed there was not a fire hazard or safety concern.   
 
MOTION:  Hank moved to approve the TCSA request to use Horn Rapids Park. 
Donna seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Trailhead Park – City/County Restroom Partnership 
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Mr. Fyall stated the City of Richland had gone out to bid for construction of the 
restroom project and sent a draft interlocal agreement, committing up to 
$100,000 for construction costs only.  Mr. Fyall said the contract would be going to 
the Board of Commissioners for approval.   
 
Horn Rapids Park – Horse Camp Fees 

 
The Board discussed the Horse Camp fees, comparing other horse camps in the 
region and the appropriateness of the amount.  It was said there was a consensus 
from the horse people that $15.00 was too much.   
 

MOTION:  Donna moved to change the horse camp fee to $5.00 per day, to be 
revisited if needed.  Hank seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Parks Brochure Discussion 

 
Adam indicated the brochure project was moving along, and he presented some 
color pictures for the Board to choose for the cover.   
 
MOTION:  Bert moved to approve the burrowing owl picture on the left.  Kathye 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried with Donna and Skip voting against and 
Hank abstaining.  The motion carried with three ayes.   
 
Adjournment 

 
The guests and board members gave closing comments and the meeting adjourned 
at approximately 8:45 p.m.   
 
The next regular meeting will be the second Tuesday in March.   
 
 


