
MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting
 December 13, 2010, 8:30 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present: Chairman James Beaver
Commissioner Leo Bowman 
Commissioner Max E. Benitz, Jr. 
County Administrator David Sparks  
Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton  County  Employees  Present  During  All  or  a  Portion  of  the  Meeting:  Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Community Development Coordinator; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer;  Personnel Manager Melina Wenner;  Facilities  Manager Roy Rogers; 
Mike  Shuttleworth,  Planning  Manager;  County  Engineer  Malcolm  Bowie;  Human  Services 
Administrator Ed Thornbrugh; Treasurer Duane Davidson; Shon Small, Sheriff’s Office; Bryan 
Perry,  Safety  Coordinator;  DPA  Ryan  Brown;  Steve  Hallstrom,  DPA;  District  Court 
Administrator  Jacki  Lahtinen  and Dixie  Jameson;  RJ Lott,  Planning;  Shan McPherson,  Teri 
Holmes and Randy Reid, Central Services.  

Workshop Agenda

Commissioner Bowman asked about the Criminal Justice Report on expenses and if the Board 
could get another report.  Mr. Sparks said he would provide an updated report.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:00 a.m. 

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of December 6, 2010 were approved.  

Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Bowman moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through 
“rr”.  Commissioner Benitz seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following:

Animal Control
a. Change Order No. 1 w/G2 Commercial Construction  

Central Services
b. Custom Cover Agreement w/CenturyLink Sales Solution, Inc.
c. Benton PUD Broadband Landlord Agreement
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d. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0502-101, Dept. 000
e. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0132-101, Dept. 000

Commissioners
f. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0153-101, Dept. 000 
g. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 110
h. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115
i. Contract w/Inter-City Legal Processing & Messenger Service LLC
j. Reappointment of E Chaney to the Aging & Long Term Care Board
k. Reappointment of L Krebs to the Aging & Long Term Care Board

District Court 
l. Interpreter Services Contract w/M Rudeen
m. Interpreter Services Contract w/A Uvalle

Facilities
n. Contract Amendment w/Yoder, Inc. dba Coffey Refrigeration

Fairgrounds
o. Lease Agreement w/Atomic City Roller Girls
p. Authorization  of  Payment  to  Industrial  Equipment  Solutions,  Inc.  for  Garage  Door 

Services
Human Services

q. Amendment #09/10-DD-PTC-02 w/Peopleworks Tri-Cities, LLC
r. Business Associate Addendum w/Jet Computers
s. Agreement #10/11-PREV-ESD-123-000 w/Educational Service District 123
t. Professional Services Agreement #PSA-2010/11 w/S Adolphsen
u. Janitorial Services Agreement w/Three Brothers Cleaning Services
v. Contract  Amendment  w/WA  St  Dept  of  Social  &  Health  Services,  Development 

Disabilities
w. Contract Amendment w/EnTrust Community Services
x. Contract Amendment w/Goodwill Industries of the Columbia, Inc.
y. Contract Amendment w/Ambitions Community Support Services, Inc.
z. Contract Amendment w/Children’s Developmental Center

Juvenile
aa. Personal Service Contract w/Craftsman Cabinets & Floor Covering

Office of Public Defense
bb. Superior Court Professional Services Agreement, Juvenile Division, w/D Mannion
cc. Excess Cases Compensation for D Hickman
dd. District Court Professional Services Termination Agreement for S Johnson
ee. Superior Court Professional Services Termination Agreement for S Sant
ff. Professional Services Agreement w/J Lilly – Legal Financial Obligations Docket
gg. Superior Court Professional Services Agreement w/K Holt

Public Works
hh. Drainage Improvement District Budget and Levy for 2011 & 2012
ii. Authorization  to  Purchase  Equipment,  Materials  &  Supplies  Through  WA  State 

Purchasing Cooperative  
jj. Extension of Service Contract w/Leslie & Campbell, Inc. for Roof Repair
kk. Approval of Payment to Jim’s Pacific Garages, Inc.
ll. Traffic Control on Cottonwood Springs and Cottonwood Creek
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Sheriff
mm  Inmate Chaplain Services Contract
nn. Unarmed Security Guard Services
oo. WA Dept of Corrections Jail Bed Space Agreement Amendment/Extension
pp. Inmate Physician Services
qq. Dangerous Dog Impound Service Agreement Extension

WSU – Benton County Extension
rr. Memorandum of Agreement w/Washington State University Extension

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:05 a.m. 

Public Hearing – Ordinance Amendment

Mike  Shuttleworth  presented  the  amended  ordinance  for  updating  the  short  plat  and  access 
easements and said the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a recommendation 
to approve.  He said the current draft was the result of many workshops to discuss the ordinance 
amendments.   

Public Testimony

Opponents

Rick Russum, Worley Surveying,  said that not allowing short plats in the urban growth area 
would be detrimental  to  landowners  in  those areas  and was putting  a  burden on the public. 
Additionally, he said the requirement for 60-foot standard roads was also putting a burden on the 
public.

Commissioner Bowman asked if Mr. Russum understood why the County was proposing a four-
lot  maximum  for  private  road  easements  and  Mr.  Russum  said  he  did  not  understand. 
Commissioner Bowman said the County continued to have landowners build behind properties 
and expect to use private access easements.  However, sometimes the landowners block those 
easements to people, and subsequently emergency vehicles.  

Mr.  Russum  suggested  that  all  owners  could  agree  to  a  road  maintenance  agreement. 
Commissioner  Bowman said  that  was  being  done  now but  they didn’t  always  abide  by the 
agreement.  

Glen Clark, real estate broker, said he had the following issues:  (1) 50 lots on a given public 
access was fine in a perfect world, however, there were properties in Benton County where that 
was not feasible and the land could not have a secondary access; he suggested the phrase “if 
feasible” be added; (2) 40 feet  for a road was ludicrous and he had not seen an emergency 
vehicle that was more than 20 feet wide; and (3) it was illegal to use someone else’s property 
unless they had legal easement to the property.  He said there should be further conversations 
and a requirement to have a recorded legal road maintenance agreement.  
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Susan Finch, Benton City, said she was concerned about the access requirement for 50 lots and 
private access easements.  She also said she was confused about the public and private road 
language in the ordinance, the residential development definition and that the new requirements 
were unclear.  She asked if she would receive feedback on her comments and questions.  

Chairman Beaver said she would receive comments back in writing.  

Ryan Liddicat said the new ordinance would prevent 80% of potential short plats and requested 
more  time  to  form  a  big  group  and  work  with  the  Planning  Department,  Public  Works 
Department,  and Fire Departments  to review amendments  to an ordinance that  had not been 
changed since 1962.  He said it was hard to see it as anything but anti-growth so he requested the 
Board give the public a chance to work around some of the issues so it was not preventing some 
of these short plats from being created.  

Jeff Losey, Homebuilders’ Association, said he could see both sides and said he wanted to help 
coordinate these meetings to find a better solution to help people develop these properties.  

Wayne  Langford,  Association  of  Realtors,  said  he  was  opposed  to  some  of  the  changes, 
primarily due to economic impact to landowners.  He said he was also concerned about the 40-
foot requirement for a road and wondered if that was really necessary.  

Chairman Beaver commented that the Board had a series of meetings and the fire districts were 
involved and said he believed it was important to talk about the issues and the impacts.  

Bobbi Thompson, Benton City, said she was concerned about a development in her area with a 
single main road that went into the development and if all the lots were developed, there would 
be more houses than allowed by the ordinance.  

Ashley Montelongo, Yakima, said her concern was addressing Yakitat and that a 60-foot road 
would increase the costs considerably more for landowners, and they could not afford and it 
would be limiting those who could develop.  

Dave Christenson, Kennewick, said one of the problems was the requirement of a county road 
that had a 6% grade restriction.  He said that all flat ground had been developed and now they 
were moving to hills and you couldn’t get to a 6% grade on these lands.  Additionally, he said it 
was very costly to build a road at approximately $100/ft.  

Chairman Beaver closed the public hearing.  

Mike Shuttleworth said that private access easements would only serve four lots and that over 50 
lots  in  a  development  would  requirement  another  access.   He  said  the  County  had  several 
workshops and a public hearing and no one had really come in to give answers to solve the 
problems.  Additionally,  he said the amendment was not outside  the ballpark of what people 
were doing around us and would ask the Board to approve the portions that were not disputed so 
when the remaining issues came back, he would not have to advertise the entire ordinance.  
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The question about being “grandfathered in” was asked.    Ryan Brown said that nothing was 
going to change that was on the ground now.  He said if there were 55 lots now, once this was 
approved, they would need another access for lot 56.  

Commissioner Bowman said he was not opposed to delaying this to allow more time to discuss 
the issue and more time for input.  

Mr. Brown said if the Board decided to adopt portions, he wanted the hearing to be continued so 
he could review it as to form.  

MOTION:   Commissioner  Benitz  moved  to  continue  the  entire  issue  for  60  days. 
Commissioner Bowman seconded.  

Discussion

The Clerk stated the next available date for the public hearing would be Monday, February 7, 
2010 at 9:05 a.m. at the Benton County Courthouse. The Board agreed to continue the public 
hearing to that date and time.  

Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 10:00 a.m.  

Web Page Update

Shan  McPherson  and  Terri  Holmes,  Central  Services  gave  an  update  on  changes  and 
improvements to the “contacts” section of the Benton County web page. 

Vouchers

Check Date: 12/03/2010
Taxes #: 10110121-10110124
Warrant #: 24012-24051
Total all funds: $1,989,472.73

Check Date:  12/03/2010
Warrant #: 231534-231659
Direct Deposit #: 59398-59987
Total all funds: $2,520,498.45

Check Date: 12/10/2010
Taxes #: 01161210
Warrant #: 24217-24500
Total all funds: $728,800.77

Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.
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Claim for Damages

CC 2010-19: Received on December 9, 2010 from Maureen Swaney
CC 2010-20: Received on December 10, 2010 James Garza

Resolutions

10.782 Amendment #09/10-DD-PTC-02 w/Peopleworks Tri-Cities, LLC
10.783 Business Associate Addendum w/Jet Computers
10.784 Agreement #10/11-PREV-ESD-123-000 w/Educational Service District 123
10.785 Professional Services Agreement #PSA-2010/11 w/S Adolphsen
10.786 Janitorial Services Agreement w/Three Brothers Cleaning Services
10.787 Contract Amendment w/WA St Dept of Social & Health Services, Development 

Disabilities
10.788 Contract Amendment w/EnTrust Community Services
10.789 Contract Amendment w/Goodwill Industries of the Columbia, Inc.
10.790 Contract Amendment w/Ambitions Community Support Services, Inc.
10.791 Contract Amendment w/Children’s Developmental Center
10.792 Change Order No. 1 w/G2 Commercial Construction  
10.793 Custom Cover Agreement w/CenturyLink Sales Solution, Inc.
10.794 Benton PUD Broadband Landlord Agreement
10.795 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0502-101, Dept. 000
10.796 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0132-101, Dept. 000
10.797 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0153-101, Dept. 000 
10.798 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 110
10.799 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115
10.800 Contract w/Inter-City Legal Processing & Messenger Service LLC
10.801 Reappointment of E Chaney to the Aging & Long Term Care Board
10.802 Reappointment of L Krebs to the Aging & Long Term Care Board
10.803 Interpreter Services Contract w/M Rudeen
10.804 Interpreter Services Contract w/A Uvalle
10.805 Contract Amendment w/Yoder, Inc. dba Coffey Refrigeration
10.806 Lease Agreement w/Atomic City Roller Girls
10.807 Authorization  of  Payment  to  Industrial  Equipment  Solutions,  Inc.  for  Garage 

Door Services
10.808 Personal Service Contract w/Craftsman Cabinets & Floor Covering
10.809 Superior  Court  Professional  Services  Agreement,  Juvenile  Division,  w/D 

Mannion
10.810 Excess Cases Compensation for D Hickman
10.811 District Court Professional Services Termination Agreement for S Johnson
10.812 Superior Court Professional Services Termination Agreement for S Sant
10.813 Professional Services Agreement w/J Lilly – Legal Financial Obligations Docket
10.814 Superior Court Professional Services Agreement w/K Holt
10.815 Drainage Improvement District Budget and Levy for 2011 & 2012
10.816 Authorization to Purchase Equipment, Materials & Supplies Through WA State 

Purchasing Cooperative  
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10.817 Extension of Service Contract w/Leslie & Campbell, Inc. for Roof Repair
10.818 Approval of Payment to Jim’s Pacific Garages, Inc.
10.819 Traffic Control on Cottonwood Springs and Cottonwood Creek
10.820 Inmate Chaplain Services Contract
10.821 Unarmed Security Guard Services
10.822 WA Dept of Corrections Jail Bed Space Agreement Amendment/Extension
10.823 Inmate Physician Services
10.824 Dangerous Dog Impound Service Agreement Extension
10.825 Memorandum of Agreement w/Washington State University Extension

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:06 
a.m.

_______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of the Board Chairman
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