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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, September 17, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 
  Commissioner Jerome Delvin 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Marilu Flores 
 
Absent: Commissioner James Beaver (excused) 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; County Engineer Dan Ford; Ed 
Thornbrugh, Human Services; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Jacki 
Lahtinen, District Court; Clerk Josie Delvin; Duane Davidson, Michelle Simpson, Treasurer’s 
Office; Auditor Brenda Chilton 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of September 10, 2013 were approved.  
 
Consent Agenda  
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “p”.  
Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Clerk 

a. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 106     
Commissioners 
         b.   Time of Remembrance Proclamation   
Human Services  

c.    Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 504     
d. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 566    
e.    Agreement w/Dept of Social & Health Services, Division of Behavioral Health & 

Recovery 
Juvenile 

f.   Contract w/FIRME Outreach for Behavior Programming for Gang Involved Youth 
g. Interlocal Agreement w/Kennewick School District for Educational Services 
h. Truancy Contract w/Pasco School District     
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i.  Truancy Contract w/Kennewick School District  
j.  Agreement w/State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts 

Personnel 
k. Adoption of Benton County Risk & Claims Management Policy; Rescinding     
            Resolution 88-312     

Planning 
l. Amended Grant w/State of WA Department of Ecology  

Public Works 
             m       Authorization for Public Hearing for Franchise Renewal Application From  
                       Energy Northwest         

n.     Surplus of Personal Property 
Sheriff 

o.       Washington State Department of Corrections Contract K9420 Amendment No. 2   
p.      Authorization for Payment to Cellubrite USA, Inc 

 
Washington Traffic Safety Commission School Zone Funds 
Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs Traffic Safety Funds 
 
Lieutenant White, appearing via teleconference, discussed the Sheriff’s Office having applied 
and being granted two radar grants.  These grants consisted of the Washington Association of 
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs Traffic Safety Funds (WASPC) and the Washington Traffic Safety 
Commission School Zone Funds (WTSC) for school zone enforcement. These funds would be 
used to purchase radar equipment up to a maximum of $1000.  They would purchase one radar 
unit for $1232 from the WSAPC grant.   The Traffic Safety Commission School Zone Grant has 
a maximum of $1475.  The remaining amount of $232 would be used for an additional antenna.  
Commissioners agreed to have this matter come forward for approval on the consent agenda in 
the future. 
 
Lease Agreement w/Ardell and Sue Curtis Survivor’s Trust 
 
Ed Thornbrugh informed the Board that in late June Human Services came forward with a 
proposal for co-locating the Housing Department and Crisis Response Unit.  In the search for a 
building, they identified a proper location at 500 North Morain Street, Building 1 in Kennewick.  
Leasing this property for the Benton and Franklin Counties Crisis Response Unit would co-
locate services with the Department Of Corrections and Division of Developmental Disabilities.  
Mr. Thornbrugh proceeded to negotiate a lease with a landlord representative. The duration of 
the lease would be 7 years.  Because it is a longer lease, Mr. Thornbrugh wanted to bring it 
before the Board to see if there were any questions.  Crisis Response has been in their current 
location for 17 years and had been doing a number of lease extensions.  At this time, Mr. 
Thornbrugh would recommend the Commissioners sign a new Lease Agreement with Ardell and 
Sue Curtis Survivor’s Trust and move the Benton Franklin Counties Crisis Response Unit to 500 
North Morain Street, Building 1, Suites 1250 and 1205, Kennewick WA  99336 and will work 
with the landlord to get the landlord/tenant improvements completed and relocate the services. 
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MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve signing the Lease Agreement between 
Ardell and Sue Curtis Survivor’s Trust and Benton Franklin Department of Human Services and 
to authorize the Chair to sign on behalf of the Board.  Commissioner Small seconded. 
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Small commented that he appreciated Mr. Thornbrough’s hard work.    
 
Upon vote, the motion carried. 
 
Other Business 
 
Keith Mercer received notice that the County had received the Distinguished Budged Award for 
2013 and presented the Board with the Distinguished Budget Award plaque.   Mr. Mercer 
thanked all departments and elected officials for their cooperation and hard work and effort.  It is 
very much appreciated.  David Sparks added that by having the Auditor’s Office complete the 
certification on the annual report, the County is able to save hundreds of thousands of dollars 
enabling the County to get good ratings through Moody’s S & P for excellent bond ratings.  
Commissioner Delvin commented that he attended a Washington Association of County 
Officials (WACO) budget training last week in Leavenworth and was glad to know that Benton 
County had all appropriate documentation in place which were being mentioned at the 
conference.  Commissioner Small also commented on the good reputation being shared around 
the state regarding Benton County’s standing. 
 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
There were no unscheduled visitors. 
 
Commissioner Assignment Update 
 
Commissioner Delvin wanted to thank everyone, especially the Facilities Department and 
Personnel Department for their assistance in the “Flip Flop Fridays”.  The County received good 
comments and thanks everyone for their participation and hopes to have this event again next 
year.  Commissioner Delvin further met with officials from the City of Richland and City of 
West Richland with Adam Fyall to discuss possible solutions with the floating at the Yakima 
River and indicated that he will continue to work that issue.  In regards to Snively Road, 
Commissioner Delvin indicated that he hopes to go to the legislature next year and ask for 
authority to vacate roads as cities have.  He further met with the Builders regarding exempt wells 
and water system and will continue to work with staff to see how we are going to address the 
exempt well issue.  Commissioner Devlin attended a seminar with the Sheriff and Undersheriff 
regarding jail as part of government and would be asking Commissioners to hold a workshop 
within the month on contracting out the jail.  He wanted to clarify the County’s expectations to 
the Sheriff’s Office so that the Board would be able to give clear direction.    Commissioner 
Small concurred.   David Sparks mentioned that there might be two different interests and added 
that it would be something to consider regarding sitting out fines in jail and factor in costs in that 
regard.  
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David Sparks mentioned that he worked on union mediation and will find out if there is an 
agreement soon.  He informed the Board that next week there will be a discussion on 38th 

Avenue and the CRID. 
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 09/13/13 
Warrant #: 87620 - 87825 
Total all funds: $1,096,730.03 
 
Check Date:  09/13/13 
Transfers #: 091301 - 091305 
Total all funds: $44,890.59 
 
Check Date:  09/16/13 
Warrant #: 236228 - 236247 
Direct Deposit #: 87678 – 87872 
Total all Funds:  $105,466.36 
 
Check Date:  09/16/13 
Taxes #:  101130910 
Total All Funds:  $34,786.66 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2013-655 Agreement w/ Dept. of Social & Health Services, Division of Behavioral Health and 

Recovery  
2013-657 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 106 
2013-658 A Time of Remembrance Proclamation  
2013-659 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 504 
2013-660 Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108.101, Dept. 566 
2013-661 Contract w/ FIRME Outreach for Behavior Programming for Gang Involved Youth  
2013-662 Interlocal Agreement w/ Kennewick School District for Educational Services 
2013-663 Truancy Contract w/ Pasco School District  
2013-664 Truancy Contract w/ Kennewick School District  
2013-665  Agreement w/ State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts  
2013-666 Adoption of Benton County Risk & Claims Management Policy; Rescinding Resolution 

88-312  
2013-667 Amended Grant w/ State of WA Department of Ecology  
2013-668 Authorization for Public Hearing for Franchise Renewal Application from Energy 

Northwest 
2013-669 Surplus of Personal Property  
2013-670 Washington State Department of Corrections Contract K9420 Amendment No. 2 
2013-671 Authorization for Payment to Cellubrite USA, Inc  
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There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:19 
am. 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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