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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Alt Clerk of the Board Marilu Flores 
 
Absent: Commissioner Jerome Delvin (excused) 
 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Public Works Manager Steve 
Becken; County Engineer Daniel Ford; Ed Thornbrugh, Human Services; Planning Manager 
Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Steve Brown, Ken Williams, Building Department;  
Marianne Ophardt, WSU Coop; Teri Holmes, Bob Woody, Central Services; Duane Davidson, 
Erhiza Rivera, Michelle Simpson, Treasurer’s Office. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of August 27, 2013, and Special Meeting of August 27, 2013 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “u“.  
Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Central Services 

a.   Authorize Purchase of 6 Uninterruptable Power Supply Units from NuOz 
b. Authorize Purchase of 2 Catalyst Power Supply Units & Power Cords from Cerium 

Networks, Inc. 
c. Creation of Information System Analyst IV Position 
Clerk 
d. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 106 

 Commissioners 
e. Amended Agreement for Use of Distressed County Tax Credit Funds w/City of W 

Richland 
f. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 
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g. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 
Facilities 
h. Authorization to Proceed w/Advertising Request For Qualifications  
Human Services  
i. Appointments to the Benton Franklin Department of Human Services Advisory Board     
j. Letter to Department of Commerce Regarding Contracting Process    
k. Payment Authorization to Community Action Committee for Housing Services   
Juvenile 
l. Truancy Contract w/Finley School District 
Personnel 
m. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0504-101, Dept. 000   
Prosecuting Attorney 
n. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 117 
o. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0120-101,Dept. 000 
Public Works 
p. Quit Claim Deed for Whan Road & Old Inland Empire Highway      
q. Public Hearing Authorization for Golden Gate Hop Ranches, Inc. Franchise   
Sheriff 
r. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0126-101, Dept. 000  
s. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0127-101, Dept. 000 
t. Crime Analysis Contract w/Bair Analytics 
Workforce Development Council 
u. Contract w/Career Path Services for National Emergency Grant Services 

 
Public Hearing 
 
Steve Brown and Ken Williams presented the amendments to the Building Code Ordinance.  Mr. 
Brown said the State adopted new codes effective July 1, 2013 requiring Benton County to adopt 
the minimum standards. 
 
Adoption of the 2012 Edition of the International Building and Residential Code; BCC 3.04 
 
Chairman Small opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone who wanted to testify.     
 
Mr. Jim Wade, 1813 S. Rainier Pl, Kennewick, WA  99337; indicated that he was against the 
international building code.  He felt that having an international building code was not necessary 
when Benton County already had their own codes.  He was referring to all the building codes 
before the Board as well. 
 
Walt Maglossen, 54005 North DeMoss Rd, Benton City, WA  99320; indicated that he was 
against the Ordinance relating to the Fire Code.  The problem he indicated dated back to the 50s 
of citing of explosives in magazines.  The citing of where an explosive magazine would be 
located was way too restrictive as it would eliminate the storage of explosives within the county. 
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Mr. Maglossen also mentioned the Minimum Road Requirements where it pertains to private 
roads concerning recycled concrete and recommended the change to 4 inches which was a 
technicality. 
 
As there was no one else further to testify, public testimony was closed. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2012 Edition of 
the International Building and Residential Codes and amending BCC 3.04.  Commissioner Small 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adoption of the 2012 Edition of the Uniform Plumbing Code; BCC 3.08 
 
As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2012 Edition of 
the Uniform Plumbing Code as presented and amending BCC 3.08.  Commissioner Small 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adoption of the 2012 Edition of the International Mechanical Code and Fuel Gas Code; BCC 
3.12 
 
As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2012 Edition of 
the International Mechanical Code and Fuel Gas Code and amending BCC 3.12.  Commissioner 
Small seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adoption of the 2012 Edition of the International Fire Code; BCC 3.16  
 
Ken Williams said there was no major change to the burning ordinance other than the date and 
was not too familiar with the specific codes on storage on explosives. 
 
As there was no one to testify, public testimony was closed.    
 
Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the resolution adopting the 2012 Edition of the 
International Fire Code and other amendments as presented.  Commissioner Small seconded and 
upon vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adoption of the Minimum Road Requirements; BCC 3.18 
 
Ken Williams indicated that this code primarily referred to residential roads and driveways.  
Requiring 4 inches of concrete would be too restrictive for driveways and did  not want to 
burden landowners with excessive concrete. 
 
As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 
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MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the resolution adopting the Minimum 
Road Requirements; Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the motion carried 
unanimously.   
 
Introduction of WSU Extension Educator  
 
Marianne Ophardt introduced new faculty member AnaMaria Diaz Martinez, Assistant 
Professor/Youth and Family Regional Specialist for Benton and Franklin Counties.  Ms. 
Martinez informed the board that she specialized in strengthening families, youth and 
community through engagement, advocacy and resource development.  Ms. Martinez also gave a 
brief on her background and the community needs assessment. 
 
Purchase & Sale Agreement w/Kennewick Irrigation District 
 
Keith Mercer informed the Board that he had been working with Kennewick Irrigation District 
(KID) to see if they were interested in acquiring parcel #1-1389-305-0005-000 through private 
negotiation.  On August 22, 2013, Mr. Mercer received a Minimal Purchase and Sale Agreement 
from KID for $1,358.92.  There had been a slight delay in getting the paperwork back in front of 
the Board as KID had additional questions.  Legal counsel recommended striking the original 
date of August 20, 2013 and setting a new date of September 11, 2013, with it being initialed by 
the Chairman.  Once payment is received, a Quit Claim Deed and Real Estate Affidavit will 
come before the Board. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the Minimal Purchase and Sale Agreement 
between Benton County and Kennewick Irrigation District for tax parcel number 1-1389-305-
0005-000 with the modification of the date being changed to September 11, 2013. Commissioner 
Small seconded and upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 
 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Cecil Kendall, West Richland, asked that the county not consider selling the public access to the 
Yakima River in West Richland to the landowner.  The public is utilizing this area and the Board 
should consider keeping this access available to the public and perhaps think of ways to manage 
it.  Mr. Kendall also mentioned the potential pavement of S. 38th  and West Richland.  The road is 
being made more compatible for being an arterial. 
 
Mr. Jim Wade had questions on why the sale tax on utility bill on telephone went up and had a 
further comment on the building codes and only accepting portions of the code.  He further 
informed the board that KID had a sign posted that the land belonged to them to start with. 
 
Other Business 
 
There was no other business before the Board.    
 
Vouchers 
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Check Date:   08/30/2013 
Account Payables 
Warrant #: 86820-86987 
Total all funds: $4,678.70 
 
Check Date:  08/30/2013 
Account Payables 
Warrant #: 86996-87281 
Total all funds: $551,560.57 
 
Check Date:  08/30/2013 
Account Payables 
Transfers #83001-083006 
Total of all Funds $328,474.74 
 
Check Date: 09/05/2013 
Payroll Checks 
Warrant #: 236113-236227 
Direct Deposit #: 87083-87674 
Total all funds:  $2,053,066.27 
 
Check Date:  09/05/2013 
Payroll Deductions 
Taxes #:  10113091 – 10113099 
Warrant #87335-87356 
Total all funds:  $2,091,686.13 
 
Check Date:  09/06/2013 
Account Payables 
Warrant #87357-87436 
Total all funds:  $99,540.86 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2013- 629      Authorize Purchase of 6 Uninterruptable Power Supply Units from NuOz 
2013- 630  Authorize Purchase of 2 Catalyst Power Supply Units & Power Cords from Cerium 

Networks, Inc. 
2013- 631  Creation of Information System Analyst IV Position 
2013- 632   Line Item Transfer; Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 106 
2013- 633  Amended Agreement for Use of Distressed County Tax Credit Funds w/City of W 

Richland 
2013- 634    Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 
2013- 635 Line Item Transfer; Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 
2013- 636    Authorization to Proceed w/Advertising Request For Qualifications  
2013- 637  Appointments to the Benton Franklin Department of Human Services Advisory Board     
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2013- 638    Payment Authorization to Community Action Committee for Housing Services   
2013- 639   Truancy Contract w/Finley School District 
2013- 640      Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0504-101, Dept. 000   
2013- 641     Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 117 
2013- 642     Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0120-101,Dept. 000 
2013- 643     Quit Claim Deed for Whan Road & Old Inland Empire Highway      
2013- 644     Public Hearing Authorization for Golden Gate Hop Ranches, Inc. Franchise   
2013- 645      Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0126-101, Dept. 000   
2013- 646   Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0127-101, Dept. 000 
2013- 647     Crime Analysis Contract w/Bair Analytics 
2013- 648     Contract w/Career Path Services for National Emergency Grant Services 
 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:36 
am. 
 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Alt. Clerk of the Board     Chairman 
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