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MINUTES 

 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 

Regular Board Meeting 

Tuesday, November 15, 2016, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 

 

Present: Chairman Shon Small 

  Commissioner Jerome Delvin 

  Commissioner James Beaver 

  County Administrator David Sparks   

  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 

 

Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 

Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; County 

Engineer Matt Rasmussen; Assistant County Engineer Robert Blain; DPA Ryan Brown; Auditor 

Brenda Chilton; Clerk Josie Delvin; District Court Administrator Jacki Lahtinen; Assessor Bill 

Spencer; Treasurer Duane Davidson; Superior Court Administrator Pat Austin; Superior Court 

Judge Cameron Mitchell; District Court Judge Terry Tanner; Deputy Treasurer Erhiza Rivera; 

Tara Symons, Mental Health Court Coordinator; Clark Posey, Assistant Planning Manager; Fred 

Bowen, Public Services Administrator; IT Manager Teri Holmes; District Court Judge Katy 

Butler.   

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

The Minutes of the October 27, 2016 Budget Workshop and November 8, 2016 Board Meeting 

were approved.   

 

Review Agenda 

 

Commissioner Beaver requested item “g” be pulled for discussion.   

 

Consent Agenda 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “q” 

pulling “g” (Public Safety Tax Line Item Transfer).  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon 

vote, the Board approved the following: 

 

Animal Control 

a. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 137 

Commissioners  

b. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 to Dept. 111 
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Human Services  

c. Homeless Grant Amendment B w/WA State Dept. of Commerce, Community Services & 

Housing Division  

Office of Public Defense 

d. Revised Juvenile Terminated Contract w/P Peterson 

e. Agreement w/WA State Office of Public Defense for Public Defense Grant Funding 

Parks 
f. Contract w/Northwest Playground Equipment, Inc. for Shelter Structure @ Two Rivers 

Park   

Public Safety 

h. Coding Corrections Between Public Safety Tax Fund & Current Expense Fund   

i. Copier Lease Agreement w/Xerox Corporation for Mental Health Court  

Public Works 

j. Petition to Vacate Portion of Wheat Road & Setting Public Hearing  

Sheriff 

k. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120    

l. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120   

m. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0116-101, Dept. 000 

n. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120 to Dept. 119 

o. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120 to Dept. 118 

p. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 121 

Superior Court 

q. Agreement w/State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts for Court Interpreter 

Funding 

 

Item “g” Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0148-101, Dept. 120 

 

Commissioner Beaver said he was concerned about transferring money from a booking clerk 

position to an inmate processing specialist and they needed to be very careful with the public safety 

tax and how they moved money around.  He read the ballot measure to the Board and said there 

was nothing in that ballot that referenced inmate processing specialist.  He said it was previously 

approved so the money would be moved but wanted to remind everyone how they said the money 

would be spent. 

 

Commissioner Delvin said his point was well taken. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the line item transfer as presented.  

Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried with Commissioner Beaver 

opposing. 

 

Public Hearings – Certify and Adopt Taxes  

 

Ms. Smith Kelty said she had four resolutions for the Board to approve.  
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Declaration of Substantial Need – Setting the Limit Factor  

 

She said the first one was different in that the Board needed to establish substantial need since the 

implicit price deflator was below 1% and this would allow them to take .953 percent and bank the 

remainder. 

 

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the resolution making a declaration of 

substantial need for purposes of setting the limit factor for the regular property tax levy for 2017.  

Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried. 

 

Certifying Current Expense Levy for 2017 Collection 

 

Ms. Smith Kelty said this resolution would certify the current expense levy and did not change the 

levy rate.  

 

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the resolution certifying the current expense 

levy for 2017 collection.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried. 

 

County Road Levy for 2017 Collection  

 

Ms. Smith Kelty said in this instance, the Board was banking the entire amount to ensure adequate 

funding in future years.   

 

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the resolution certifying the County Road 

levy for 2017 collection.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.   

 

Certifying Budgeted Taxes for Collection in the Year 2017 for Benton County 

 

As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the resolution certifying budgeted taxes for 

collection in the year 2017 for Benton County.  Commissioner Beaver seconded. 

 

Discussion 

 

Commissioner Beaver commented that all year-long people talk about taxes, but no one shows up 

to the public hearing.   

 

Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
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Request to Seek Bids 

 

Fred Bowen presented the following projects for approval: 

 

Hazardous Material Abatement/Rehabilitation - Courthouse 

 

 Old Engineering Building – hazardous materials abatement - $68,000 

 Courthouse Windows – removal of lead paint only - $148,000 (painting would be a separate 

bid) 

 Main Entrance Floors and Staircase Rehab - $95,000 

 

Commissioner Beaver asked about removing the windows and putting in new ones versus 

repainting.  Mr. Bowen said he could check into it, but generally on historic buildings there were 

restrictions relating to grants.    

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the Public Services Administrator to seek 

bids from qualified contractors for the removal of all hazardous materials on the Engineering 

Building, Courthouse Windows and the rehabilitation on the Main Entrance floors and staircase, 

contingent upon a cost estimate for brand new windows and what effect it would have on historic 

building grants.  Commissioner Delvin seconded and upon vote, the motion carried. 

 

Fairgrounds – Buildings 2 and 3 

 

Mr. Bowen said he was seeking approval to send the plan drawings out for bid once the City 

completed their plan review.   

 

Estimated cost - $1,941,000 

 

MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the Public Services Administrator to proceed 

with the bidding process for the renovation of Buildings 2 and 3 at the Fairgrounds.  Commissioner 

Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.   

 

Public Safety Tax Budget - Discussion 

 

Ms. Smith Kelty said she wanted to update the Board and highlight the requests.   

 

Clerk - asking for ½ time FTE.  This was not a new request; it already existed and currently did 

scanning.  

 

District Court – not asking for anything above and beyond. 

 

Mental Health Court - current capacity of 40 cases; requests included services to grow to a 70-75 

case docket and a salary increase for the program manager.  
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Commissioner Delvin asked about the incentives and Ms. Smith Kelty said there was a policy 

being put together and was being reviewed in legal but had been taken out of the budget until 

approved by the Board. 

 

There was a discussion regarding the current amount of participants (33) and that they were 

averaging 17 referrals a month.  Judge Butler said they wanted to have the ability to take more 

people but could not due to staffing and would not be able to expand the program without the 

requests being approved.  Ms. Symons said they had good momentum and great community 

support.   

 

Judge Butler said that incentives were a part of every mental health court in the state and the other 

counties were tax based and they all had incentives.  She said that removing it would put the 

program in jeopardy; it would be detrimental and was a critical part of mental health court. 

 

Commissioner Delvin said he did not want it to come into question down the road and his concern 

was gifting of public funds.  He said he did not have a problem with incentives but just wanted to 

make sure they were within the law.   

 

David Sparks commented that some of the other mental health courts were approved by the mental 

health tax.   

 

Commissioner Beaver said they needed to have a pretty concrete policy; this program was new 

and they would get there but they wanted to be very careful about how the money was being spent. 

 

Judge Butler said they were modeled after Spokane County and their incentive line item was 

$25,000 per year.   

 

Judge Butler said the salary increase was also not included in the budget.  She said if there was 

another process, they could correct that but they needed that money in there and could take care of 

it by doing it correctly.   

 

The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:55 a.m. 

 

Non-departmental - no requests.   

 

Prosecuting Attorney - asking for a treatment attorney.  

 

Sheriff Custody – requests included the re-directional program and mental health professional 

position for the jail.   

 

Sheriff Patrol – request for supplies and vehicles.  

 

Metro – limited supplies and one vehicle.   

 

Superior Court – asking for ½ FTE court commissioner.  Ms. Austin talked to Franklin County 

and they did not say no but were not adverse to the idea.   
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Public Safety Administration – asking for limited operating supplies. 

 

Office of Public Defense – asking for 1 FTE and ½ FTE contract attorney.   

 

Commissioner Delvin asked about hiring someone to complete screenings to determine if a person 

was truly indigent. He said he was willing to hire someone for a year for screening purposes and 

would propose that instead of hiring additional attorneys.  He said that when filings were down in 

other courts, but his were up, it did not make sense.  The Board agreed with this concept.  Ms. 

Smith Kelty said she would work with Mr. Hsu and bring back the information for the next round. 

 

Adult & Juvenile Drug Court – nothing above and beyond. 

 

Juvenile – same.   

 

2017-2018 Budget Discussion - Continued 

 

Mr. Sparks said he had worked with the departments and they were ready to go to public hearing 

with (60,131) to balance.   

 

He said that $1.1 million was moved from the Sheriff’s office to the 3/10 Public Safety Tax and it 

was a key element of the Current Expense budget that needed to be identified before next Tuesday.   

 

Other Business 

 

Commissioner Beaver commented that he and Commissioner Small toured the LIGO facility.   

 

Commissioners Delvin and Beaver congratulated each other on the election.   

 

Chairman Small congratulated Duane Davidson on being elected to Washington State Treasurer.   

 

Payroll 

 

Check Date 11/04/2016 

 

Payroll Checks 

Warrants #240063-240136 

Direct Deposit #: 118641-119245 

Total all funds $2,228,750.04 

 

Payroll Deductions/Transfers 

Taxes #: 101161101-101161116 

Total all funds $1,905,078.23 

 

Payroll Deductions/Warrants 

Warrant #: 147790-147802 

Total all funds:  $366,155.19 
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Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 

 

Resolutions 

 

2016-880: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 137 

2016-881: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 to Dept. 111 

2016-882: Homeless Grant Amendment B w/WA State Dept. of Commerce, Community 

Services & Housing Division  

2016-883: Revised Juvenile Terminated Contract w/P Peterson 

2016-884: Agreement w/WA State Office of Public Defense for Public Defense Grant Funding 

2016-885: Contract w/Northwest Playground Equipment, Inc. for Shelter Structure @ Two 

Rivers Park   

2016-886: Coding Corrections Between Public Safety Tax Fund & Current Expense Fund   

2016-887: Copier Lease Agreement w/Xerox Corporation for Mental Health Court  

2016-888: Petition to Vacate Portion of Wheat Road & Setting Public Hearing  

2016-889: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120    

2016-890: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120   

2016-891: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0116-101, Dept. 000 

2016-892: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120 to Dept. 119 

2016-893: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120 to Dept. 118 

2016-894: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 121 

2016-895: Agreement w/State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts for Court Interpreter 

Funding 

2016-896: Line Item Transfer, Fund 0148-101, Dept. 120 

2016-897: Declaration of Substantial Need – Setting the Limit Factor for the Regular Property 

Tax Levy for 2017 

2016-898: Certifying the Current Expense Levy for 2017 Collection  

2016-899: Certifying the County Road Levy for 2017 Collection  

2016-900: Certifying Budgeted Taxes for Collection in 2017 

 

There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:06 

a.m. 

 

 

_______________________________   ______________________________ 

Clerk of the Board      Chairman 

 


