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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, July 7, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 
 
Present: Chairman Jerome Delvin 
  Commissioner Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Public 
Works Manager Daniel Ford; Assistant County Engineer Matt Rassmussen; Planning Manager 
Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Clerk Josie Delvin;  GIS Manager Mary Phillips; 
Superior Court Administrator Pat Austin; Superior Court Judges Bob Swisher and Alex Ekstrom; 
Mary Heather Ames, Public Works; and Marianne Ophardt, Benton County WSU Extension.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of June 30, 2015 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “q”, 
pulling “o” (Funding Approval of Superior Court Judicial Position).  Commissioner Small 
seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Commissioners  
a.  Letter to Department of Transportation re Tri Cities Airport  
Facilities  
b.  Contract w/Western States Equipment Company for Generator System Maintenance  
c.  Payment to Schindler Elevator Corporation to Install Software on Jury Elevator  
Human Services  
d.  Agreement w/Ideal Balance PLLC for Substance Abuse Treatment  
e.  Renewed Agreement w/IBM & Netsmart Technologies for Hardware/Software 

Maintenance  
Juvenile  
f.  Contract w/A Campbell for Family Counseling Services  
g.  Contract w/Aramark Correctional Service, LLC for Correctional Food Services  
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Office of Public Defense  
h. Agreement w/L Mapes for District Court Public Defense Services  
i.  Superior Court Public Defense Contract Termination w/S Cornish  
j.  District Court Public Defense Contract w/S Cornish  
k.  Agreement w/J Griffin, dba GT Investigations for Public Defense Investigation Services  
l.  Contract w/J Porteous, dba Working Investigations for Public Defense Investigations 

Services  
Public Works  
m.  Contract w/Superior Tree Service, Inc. for Removal of Four Poplar Trees  
n.  Contract Fee Amendment w/Stantec Architecture, Inc. for Maintenance Facility  
Sustainable Development  
p.  Letter re Dept of Energy Hanford Site Land Transfer  
q.  Letter to National Park Service re Manhattan Project National Historical Park  
 
Consent Agenda Item “o” (Request for Funding for Superior Court Judicial Position) 
 
Chairman Delvin said they pulled the item in case Judge Swisher or Judge Ekstrom wanted to 
make any comments. 
 
Judge Swisher said they were in favor of approving the funding for the 7th Superior Court Judge. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve consent agenda item “o” for funding of the 
7th Superior Court Judge as presented.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the 
motion carried.   
 
Update - Commercial Vegetable Production 
 
Marianne Ophardt and Jim Waters updated the Board on commercial vegetable production 
including: 
 

• Drought situation  - in Central Mid-Columbia there was not any issues because the water 
came from the Columbia River; 

• In Yakima Valley there were issues – mostly water availability; not loss of yield but loss 
of quality so profitability of grower was compromised; 

• Carrot producers – increase in acres (Benton and Franklin #1 and #2 in production) 
• Carrot and onion trials (growers from all over the world have visited the area) 
• Washington Grown Series on cable – focuses on crops we grow and why they are 

important to our economy; 
• Investigating new crops, peppers and sweet potatoes to find more niches for the growers 

and more opportunities to be profitable.   
 
Road Name Change – Colby Drive 
 
Mary Heather Ames and Dan Ford, Public Works presented the proposed road name change 
from Colby Drive to Homestead Road.  Ms. Ames said they contacted all concerned agencies 
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and no concerns or suggestions were received.  Based upon current policy, Public Works 
recommended approval.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the road name change of Colby Drive to 
Homestead Road.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.   
 
Other Business 
 
Commissioner Small referenced an email received from Chris Kennedy and the concern about 
potential changes in Crisis Response and alleging illegal activity.  Comments were sent to the 
State and the State responded that as long as Benton County continued to follow the law, it 
would be good. 
 
Crisis Response/Human Services  
 
Commissioner Small asked the Board about a potential evening meeting on August 5 or 6 and 
said that Rick Weaver and Commissioner Bouchey could attend.  The Board indicated those 
dates would work. 
 
CID – Gravel Pit 
 
Chairman Delvin referenced the letter from CID regarding the gravel pit and requesting the 
County to extend the lease.  Ms. Smith Kelty said the issue had been turned over to Dan Ford.    
 
City of Kennewick – Infrastructure Request 
 
Chairman Delvin said there was a request by the City of Kennewick to assist with infrastructure 
costs in the amount of $130,000 on a police project near Park Middle School to help get kids off 
the streets.  Commissioner Small said he was not aware of the request. 
 
Commissioner Beaver said there were some folks donating money for this project and they 
needed assistance with water/sewer/infrastructure and the City was asking Benton County for 
assistance to extend services to the site.  Ms. Smith Kelty would be attending a meeting to get 
more details and would report back to the Board.   
 
Coroner - Employees 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small move to approve $40,000 to assist with part-time employees in 
compliance with the affordable care act.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the 
motion carried.   
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Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 07/02/2015 
 
Warrant #: 124208-124442 
Total all funds: $6,209.21 
 
Transfers #: 07021501-07021507 
Total all funds:  $515,847.44 
 
Warrant #: 124451-124546 
Total all funds: $337,622.22 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2015-474: Contract w/Western States Equipment Company for Generator System 

Maintenance  
2015-475: Payment to Schindler Elevator Corporation to Install Software on Jury Elevator  
2015-476: Agreement w/Ideal Balance PLLC for Substance Abuse Treatment  
2015-477: Renewed Agreement w/IBM & Netsmart Technologies for Hardware/Software  

Maintenance  
2015-478: Contract w/A Campbell for Family Counseling Services  
2015-479: Contract w/Aramark Correctional Service, LLC for Correctional Food Services  
2015-480: Agreement w/L Mapes for District Court Public Defense Services  
2015-481: Superior Court Public Defense Contract Termination w/S Cornish  
2015-482: District Court Public Defense Contract w/S Cornish  
2015-483: Agreement w/J Griffin, dba GT Investigations for Public Defense Investigation 

Services  
2015-484: Contract w/J Porteous, dba Working Investigations for Public Defense 

Investigations Services  
2015-485: Contract w/Superior Tree Service, Inc. for Removal of Four Poplar Trees  
2015-486: Contract Fee Amendment w/Stantec Architecture, Inc. for Maintenance Facility  
2015-487: Approval for Funding 7th Superior Court Judge 
2015-488: Renaming Colby Drive to Homestead Road 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 
a.m.  
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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