MINUTES

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Regular Board Meeting

Tuesday, February 25, 2014, 9:00 a.m.

Commissioners’ Conference Room 

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA

Present:
Chairman James Beaver



Commissioner Jerome Delvin
Commissioner
Shon Small


County Administrator David Sparks  



Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie

Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Public Works Manager Steve Becken; Ed Thornbrugh, Human Services; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Jacki Lahtinen, District Court; Clerk Josie Delvin; Auditor Brenda Chilton; Bob Woody, IT; County Engineer Daniel Ford; Teri Holmes, IT; RJ Lott, Planning; Michelle Simpson,  Treasurer’s Office.  
Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of February 11, 2014 were approved.  
Consent Agenda

MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “”aa”.   Commissioner Delvin seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following:

Commissioners
a. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115
b. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0133-101, Dept. 000
Facilities

c. Contract w/Kone, Inc. for Elevator Maintenance & Repair Services    

GIS

d. Contract w/Geophex LTD for Color Digital Orthophotography   

Human Services 

e. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 504, 506, 560 & 564   


Information Technology
f. Purchase of Fujitsu Scanner from Southern Computer Warehouse

g. Support Agreement w/Ciber, Inc. for Support of “Crimes” Software 

h. Authorization to Buyout the Uninterruptible Power Supplies from Tamco Corporation 

i. Purchase Authorization of Forensic Workstation from Digital Reconnaissance

Juvenile

j. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 171

k. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 173

l. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 174

m. Contract w/Senske Lawn & Tree Care for Services & Materials

n. Approval of Payment of Operations Budget & Facilities; Amending Resolution 2014 118 

Office of Public Defense

o. Contract Termination for M Poland for Public Defense Services

p. Indigent District Court Agreement w/A Rado

q. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 136

Parks

r. Contract w/BFI Native Seeds, LLC for Restoration Work @ Badger & Rattlesnake Mt.

Personnel

s. Agreement w/Public Safety Testing, Inc. for Promotional Testing @ Sheriff’s Office

Planning

t. Planning & Land Use Guidance Regarding Implementation of Initiative 502

Public Works

u. Authorization to Advertise Bid for Purchase of Filters, Wiper Blades & Light Bulbs  

v. Payment Authorization to Wondrack Distributing Inc for Gasoline & Diesel Fuel 

Sheriff   

w. Contract w/Northwest Marine and Sport, LLC for As Needed Boar Repair & Maintenance   

x. Purchase Authorization of a Patrol K-9 Dog from Von Grunheide Shepherds

y. 2013 Annual Certification Report for the Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement

z. Contract w/Correctional Healthcare Companies for Medical Services

Superior Court

aa. Amended Interpreter Agreement w/State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts

Continued Public Hearing – CPA 13-01
Mike Shuttleworth stated this was an open record hearing and the City of Kennewick requested the public testimony portion of the hearing be re-opened so that additional information could be submitted.  Mr. Shuttleworth submitted the following exhibit into the record:
BCCH 2.1 – Letter received February 24, 2014 from Linda and Scott Carpenter

Testimony

Greg McCormick, Planning Director, City of Kennewick, said they had phone conversations with the Department of Commerce after the last public hearing and were trying to get their concurrence for the UGA expansion.   The Department of Commerce requested additional information and the following was now included in the record:

· Analysis of industrial land in the Tri-Cities area for Benton County for a proposed data center;

· Letter of intent from the proposed developer for the UGA who had the land under contract with current land owners.  
Commissioner Small asked if the City of Kennewick had done everything required to move forward and Mr. McCormick said yes.  Commissioner Small also wanted to confirm Mayor Young’s prior comment they would take care of any of future liability regarding lawsuits and Mr. McCormick said yes.
As there was no further public testimony, the public hearing was closed.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA 13-01 and adopt the findings and conclusions.  Commissioner Delvin seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.  
Public Hearing – Short Plat Vacation – SPV 14-01 – Kennewick Irrigation District
R.J. Lott said the Planning Department received an application from Kennewick Irrigation District to vacate a circular turnaround easement and that a replacement turnaround had already been recorded with the Auditor.  He said the application was sent out to property owners and all have signed and they have not received any negative comments.  Based upon the testimony received, the Planning Department recommended approval of the vacation.  
Testimony 

Seth Defoe, KID, spoke in favor and said they already had a suitable turnaround in place. 
As there was no one else present to testify, public testimony was closed.
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the vacation of the circular turnaround easement from Lot 2 of Short Plat 3406.  Commissioner Delvin seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.  

Public Hearing – Benton County Solid Waste Plan 

Steve Becken requested the public hearing be continued to another date.

Chairman Beaver opened the public hearing for comment and no one was present for public testimony. 
The public hearing was continued to March 4, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 

Property Proposal – Surplus Property 
Keith Mercer presented a proposal by Gordon Christensen to purchase parcel 1-0584-100-0007-000 in the amount of $1,000.  Mr. Christensen owned the property next to this parcel and Mr. Mercer recommended the Board accept the offer and have staff prepare the necessary documents to put this property back on the tax rolls. 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to accept the offer in the amount of $1,000 from Gordon Christensen as presented.   Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.  

Aging & Long Term Care Discussion
Commissioner Delvin said he wanted to reach a decision on this issue.  He said he spoke to  Klickitat and Yakima Counties at the last WSAC meeting in Olympia and found out they were not necessarily going to a non-profit; they said they would work towards that but wanted the Council of Governments in place while working towards that.  Commissioner Delvin said he was not comfortable going along with the COG and he wanted to ask Mr. Thornbrugh what the effect would be to Benton County if they did not have a seat at the table.  He recommended the Board make a decision and send a letter to Yakima County reflecting that decision.   

Commissioner Small said he also talked to other county commissioners and Mrs. Brown and shared the same concerns.  He expressed his concern that Mrs. Brown had not sent the letter from Benton County to the other counties and that she would not since she indicated she didn’t work for Benton County.  He said he had also heard that it could take up to two years to receive a non-profit status and that process had not started.  
Chairman Beaver agreed, said he had the same concerns and that it looked like the other counties were questioning the process.
Commissioner Delvin said there was still representation for this area from the advisory groups.  
Mr. Thornbrugh said he was waiting to hear from Bill Moss at the State on his questions about whether Benton County could wait until a non-profit was formed to join; and if that was the path they chose, could Aging & Long Term care still serve Benton County residents (would senior adults will be provided funds to be served).  Commissioner Beaver asked Mr. Thornbrugh to send the Commissioners’ concerns to Mr. Moss.
The Board agreed to have staff put together a letter to the State to reflect the concerns of the Board and the PA’s office.  
Unscheduled Visitors

CRID – Willamette Heights
Steve Becken said they found a company that could conduct a “before” and “after” appraisal and the company offered to do that at a cost of $19,750.00 (75 working days from notice to proceed).  He said with concurrence to continue on, they recommended a contract be prepared to be signed by the Board at a future date.  The Board agreed. 

Human Services - Homeless Grant  - Program Assisting 

Mr. Thornbrugh briefly updated the Board on the success of the program and said that within eight business days, his department screened 211 individuals (115 from Benton County), assisted 
16 households immediately and had 12 households pending.  He said they would assess the program in a month and would provide a more official and formal report.  
GCBH – Medicaid Expansions
Mr. Thornbrugh said they saw a significant increase in eligible people and were encouraging providers to ramp up to receive individuals who were Medicaid eligible.  
Triage Center

Mr. Thornbrugh said they were proceeding to develop the triage center at Lourdes and were on target; the Coordinated Entry program would be constructed at the same site and should be up and running by May 1.  
Other Business 
Commissioner Delvin said he would be attending NACO in D.C. next week.
Chairman Beaver reported on his attendance at the following meetings:  finance committee meeting; Republican Liberty Caucus as a key-note speaker; and the Park Board meeting.

He said the Board was talking about taking money from the current Benton County system and moving it to a park (Crow Butte) that was not a Benton County park.  He suggested it might be appropriate for the Port of Benton to address the Park Board instead of Commissioners on anything dealing with the park system.  
Commissioner Small said the Board dealt differently with other entities like PEDA and Benton City EDC and since the Board had started this project to help bring Crow Butte Park back up to standards it would just be a matter of finishing something they started and then weaning them off in three years.  
Commissioner Delvin said the Park Board served a valuable service and it would make sense to have them look at it although he didn’t know where the money came from.  Mr. Sparks said it could not come from the Park Development fund.  Commissioner Delvin said it made sense to wean them off and also to have it go to the Park Board for review.  
Chairman Beaver said his concern was the County allowed organizations to come in to the Board and put them on the spot and not work the proper channels or people within the system.  He said it was an ongoing battle and he wanted to get away from that arrangement.  He said if he was one of the park user groups and volunteers, he would be upset that money was going out the door to a different entity.  He said he was also upset with the way the Fair Association went through the back door and he wanted to get a hard line on the Fairgrounds.  
Commissioner Delvin asked if Chairman Beaver wanted the Port of Benton to make a presentation to the Park Board and they could then make a recommendation to the Board, if appropriate.  Mr. Sparks said the previous direction of the Board was to work a contract with the Port of Benton, however, he could draft a letter asking them to go to the Park Board stating they were competing for future money.
Commissioner Delvin suggested a middle ground compromise with a two year agreement and any future requests would have to go to the Park Board.  Chairman Beaver agreed to that.  
Fairgrounds Agreements

Chairman Beaver said the policy regarding leasing buildings at the Fairgrounds had an option to go to the Board if the amount requested was more than a 50% discount.  He requested the policy be revised to take the Board out of that decision about renting the facilities and leave the decision to the County Administrator.  
Commissioner Delvin said he was not interested in negotiating those lease agreements.  The Board agreed to have Mr. Sparks bring back a new policy regarding lease agreements at the Fairgrounds.  

Chairman Beaver said he wanted to recognize R.J. Lott and his work with the Fairgrounds Improvement Board.  

Additionally, that he attended the Transit Board meeting, the drug court graduation, and the DOE meeting regarding a study to assess all risks regarding radioactive waste.

Public Works - Badger Canyon – New Maintenance Shop
Chairman Beaver said he wanted to look at footprint reduction regarding the new maintenance shop that might accommodate the Prosser Shop and give administration the green light to start talking about having the work schedule start from a centralized location.  
Commissioner Delvin said he wanted to know if the building in Prosser could be leased out or sold to another government agency.  Mr. Sparks said they would leave no stone unturned on an analysis and review the whole contract use, what kind of uses were available, and that it would make sense to look at Public Works and the road services and would take all that into consideration.  
David Sparks said the Board meetings were now available on the intranet to county employees to view from their desktop. 
Executive Session

The Board went into executive session at 10:02 a.m. for approximately 15 minutes with DPA Steve Hallstrom via video conference per RCW 42.30.110 and topics may involve potential litigation, review of job performance or complaints regarding employees, and a strategy for ongoing labor negotiations. No decisions will be requested to be made.   Also present were Ryan Brown, Steve Becken, Daniel Ford, Loretta Smith Kelty, Melina Wenner, David Sparks, and Cami McKenzie.  The Board came out at 10:20 a.m. for up to an additional 15 minutes to continue the executive session.  The Board came out at 10:30 a.m.  Mr. Hallstrom stated the Board took no action.  
Claim for Damages

CC 2014-04:
Received on February 6, 2014 from Corey Pugh

CC 2014-05:
Received on February 10, 2014 from Louann Rockney

CC 2014-06:
Received on February 19, 2014 from Rocky Hensley

CC 2014-07:
Received on February 14, 2014 from Nicole Bozic

Vouchers

Check Date: 02/05/2014
Payroll Checks

Warrant #: 236780-236879
Direct Deposit #: 91274-91874

Total all funds: $2,115,208.76
Check Date:  02/05/2014
Payroll Deductions

Warrant #: 95968-95987
Taxes #: 10114021-1014029

Total all funds: $2,154,072.06
Check Date: 02/14/2014

Transfers #: 020701, 021402-021410

Total all funds: $1,393,882.01

Check Date: 02/14/2014

Warrants #: 96259-96512

Total all funds: $851,357.61

Check Date: 02/18/2014

Payroll Draw Checks

Warrants #: 236880-236898

Direct Deposit #: 91878-92075

Total all funds: $107,640.69

Check Date: 02/18/2014

Payroll Draw Deductions

Taxes #: 101140210

Total all funds: $35,503.80

Check Date:  02/21/2014

Transfers #: 022101-022107

Total all funds:  $473,277.95

Check Date:  02/21/2014

Warrants #: 96596-96768

Total all funds: $4,812.97

Check Date:  02/21/2014

Warrants #: 96769-96922

Total all funds:  $444,361.73

Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office.

Resolutions

2014-148:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115
2014-149:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0133-101, Dept. 000
2014-150:
Contract w/Kone, Inc. for Elevator Maintenance & Repair Services    
2014-151:
Contract w/Geophex LTD for Color Digital Orthophotography   

2014-152:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 504, 506, 560 & 564   


2014-153:
Purchase of Fujitsu Scanner from Southern Computer Warehouse

2014-154:
Support Agreement w/Ciber, Inc. for Support of “Crimes” Software 

2014-155:
Authorization to Buyout the Uninterruptible Power Supplies from Tamco Corporation 

2014-156:
Purchase Authorization of Forensic Workstation from Digital Reconnaissance

2014-157:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 171

2014-158:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 173

2014-159:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 174
2014-160:
Contract w/Senske Lawn & Tree Care for Services & Materials

2014-161:
Approval of Payment of Operations Budget & Facilities; Amending Resolution 2014-118 

2014-162:
Contract Termination for M Poland for Public Defense Services
2014-163:
Indigent District Court Agreement w/A Rado
2014-164:
Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 136
2014-165:
Contract w/BFI Native Seeds, LLC for Restoration Work @ Badger & Rattlesnake Mt.
2014-166:
Agreement w/Public Safety Testing, Inc. for Promotional Testing @ Sheriff’s Office
2014-167:
Planning & Land Use Guidance Regarding Implementation of Initiative 502

2014-168:
Authorization to Advertise Bid for Purchase of Filters, Wiper Blades & Light Bulbs  

2014-169:
Payment Authorization to Wondrack Distributing Inc for Gasoline & Diesel Fuel 

2014-170:
Contract w/Northwest Marine and Sport, LLC for As Needed Boar Repair & Maintenance   

2014-171:
Purchase Authorization of a Patrol K-9 Dog from Von Grunheide Shepherds

2014-172:
2013 Annual Certification Report for the Federal Equitable Sharing Agreement

2014-173:
Contract w/Correctional Healthcare Companies for Medical Services

2014-174:
Amended Interpreter Agreement w/State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts
2014-175:
Vacation of Easement – SPV 14-01 – Kennewick Irrigation District

2014-176:
Approval of Findings of Fact and Decision – CPA 13-01 – Kennewick Urban Growth Area Expansion
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:30 a.m. 
_______________________________


______________________________

Clerk of the Board





Chairman
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