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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 
Present: Chairman Jerome Delvin 
  Commissioner Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Public 
Works Manager Daniel Ford; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Clerk 
Josie Delvin; Bob Woody, IT Department; GIS Manager Mary Phillips; Superior Court 
Administrator Pat Austin; Juvenile Administrator Darryl Bank; Superior Court Judge Cameron 
Mitchell; Assistant County Engineer Matthew Rassmussen; Clerk of the Works Larry Hueter; 
Deputy Treasurer Erhiza Rivera; Yuliana Perez Castillo, Treasurer’s Offices; Benton County 
WSU Extension Marianne Ophardt; Financial Analyst Paul Schut; DPA Steve Hallstrom.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of June 2, 2015 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “l”.  
Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Commissioners 

a. Contract w/Tri City Herald for Official County Newspaper    
b. Letter to Franklin County re Office of Public Defense 
c. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 

Fairgrounds 
d. Contract w/Ray Poland & Sons, Inc for Demolition of Old Main Restrooms   

Juvenile 
e. Amended Contract w/Aramark for Detention Food Services 
f. Contract w/Crest Counseling Services for Treatment of First Time Sex Offenders 
g. Contract w/M Henry for Treatment of First Time Sex Offenders 
h. Contract w/Somerset Counseling Center for Chemical Dependency Treatment Services  

Public Works 
i. Purchase Authorization of Ford Escape From Legacy Ford  



 - 2 - 

j. Change Order w/Fowler General Construction for Kennewick Maintenance Facility 
k. Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus for Sellards Road   

Sheriff 
l. Purchase Agreement From Office Depot for Office Supplies and Paper 

 
Public Hearing – Supplemental Appropriation to Budget – Public Safety Tax 
 
Ms. Smith Kelty presented the budget adjustments to the 2015-2016 budget for funding portions 
of the programs related to the Public Safety Tax as follows: 
 

• Clerk - $82,937.00 for wages, benefits and computer  
• PA - $287,612 for wages, benefits and computer 
• Sheriff Custody - $212,867 for wages, benefits and computers 
• Sheriff Patrol - $193,707 for wages, benefits and computer 
• Superior Court - $119,072 for wages, benefits, and computer 
• Office of Public Defense - $160,683 for a contract attorney 
• Mental Health Court - $133,830 for wages, benefits and computer 

 
It was reported the public safety tax had generated approximately $1.4 million in revenue from 
the last three months.  Ms. Smith Kelty said these budget adjustments were for July through 
December, 2016. 
 
As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve all seven supplemental appropriations as 
presented.  Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the motion carried. 
 
Community Gardens Presentation 
 
Marianne Ophardt reported on the participation in the community garden program and how 
important it was to the residents of Benton and Franklin County to provide this extra food.  
Additionally, she provided information on the proposed Waterfall classroom vision.   
 
Juvenile Justice Center Renovation – Final Study Presentation 
 
Richard Frederkind, Nitish Suvarna and Don Dwore (Dyron Murphy Architects) gave their final 
study presentation on the Juvenile Justice Center Renovation.  It included the following options: 
 
Option 1: Renovate approximately 14,000 sq of existing building; adds approximately 

24,000 sq of new construction:  $8,930,676 including design fees, FF&E, 
temporary leasing and taxes 

Option 2: Hybrid option; renovates approximately 5,000 sf of existing building; add 
approximately 34,000 sq of new construction:  $9,502,867 including design fees, 
FF&E, temporary leasing and taxes 
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Option 3: Demolish the entire existing administrative/courts wing and constructs a new 2-
story replacement wing of 38,000 sq.:  $9,997,290 including design fees, FF&E, 
temporary leasing and taxes 

 
Contingencies were built into these numbers at 10%, 10% and 7.5%.  The timeline was estimated 
as a six-month process from validation to construction and then one year of construction.  He 
added that any costs for designing temporary leased space was not included in the numbers.   
 
They said that typically they did not give recommendations but because the two were so close, 
their recommendation was Option 3; however, all three options would work.  This was the study 
and concept phase but they would still need to do the designing phase.   
 
Judge Mitchell commented they were happy with the process and the folks at Juvenile would be 
happy to get anything.   
 
Capital Projects Update 
 
Daniel Ford, Larry Hueter and Paul Schut talked about capital projects as follows: 
 
OPTO Security Upgrade 
 
Mr. Schut said they just finished the design phase and had been meeting with the Sheriff and 
Facilities to come up with best design for maintenance and operation.  He indicated they were 
now going to go to the bid phase which would take approximately two to three months.  He said 
the budget was originally $2.5 million and their final estimate was within $10,000 of the budget.   
 
Jail - Mental Health Wing 
 
Mr. Schut said he finalized the contract and sent it over to the architects this morning to sign and 
the Board would be seeing that shortly.  This was the design phase of the contract and did not 
include going to bid or construction.   
 
Camping Facility at the Fairgrounds 
 
Mr. Schut said the contract was signed last week and the contractor started the day after and 
worked over the weekend.  He said they would be laying RV pads and starting excavation and 
would hydroseed by the end of the week so they should have grass for the Creation Fest.  He said 
he had been working with the Fairgrounds and they had done a great job getting this organized.  
He said that water and electricity would be in the next phase so there would only be tent camping 
during Creation Fest.  Once the water and electricity were in, they would allow rv parking.   
 
Mr. Ford commented they would be able to work and trench around the pads and add utilities 
without tearing up the new rv pads.   
 
  



 - 4 - 

HVAC Upgrades  
 
Larry Hueter said there was a lot more construction going on right now.  They just reached the 
conclusion of the 2nd of 3rd floor upgrades and he commended the Facilities staff on the moving 
of personnel and offices.  He said the contractor was now working on the 1st floor and they 
should be done close to June 29 with substantial completion; he said they would have some 
balancing work to do on the HVAC but the next move of personnel would be the week of July 
13.   
 
He said they would then be ready for the 3rd phase of the south building (with more moving of 
personnel) and according to the contractor’s schedule they were about a week later than 
anticipated but were working on that.   
 
Exterior Renovation and Historic Preservation  
 
Mr. Hueter said they had many discussions on this project and they were now seeing more 
manpower and more lifts on the project due to the deadline for the grant.  He said they would be 
done on June 29; he was hopeful for final completion if not substantial completion and he asked 
the contractor to bill on June 22 in anticipation of having the bill ready for the grant committee 
on June 25.  He said they anticipated two more change orders as they got into the south building 
but he didn’t believe they would be large.  The first would be a credit for approximately $2,600 
for work eliminated because they found a more expedient way to complete it.   
 
Mr. Sparks said there were two potential construction projects (Juvenile expansion and Jail 
mental health) and he didn’t know how they could do the projects without a construction 
manager.  Additionally, the Board needed to discuss which project would come first.   
 
Mr. Hueter talked about the importance of having a construction manager on board at the time 
they started the design phase.  He said he understood some of the confusion between an architect 
and owner and that most projects have failing points with large change orders due to 
misunderstanding and interpretation between the two parties.   
 
Other Business 
 
Mental Health Court 
 
Commissioner Small discussed the new Mental Health Court and that he received a phone call 
and just wanted to make sure everyone was all in favor of getting it implemented.   
 
There was a discussion regarding the process and that District Court had time to get the process 
going but they were not prepared and still needed to hire the Mental Health Coordinator.  The 
Board agreed it was unchartered territory and they had just appropriated the first phase of 
funding but they still needed to hire a coordinator and then wanted to see a program plan.   
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Human Services – Crisis Response 
 
Commissioner Small indicated they did not address all the issues during the telephone bi-county 
meeting.  He said there were emails going around and much speculation about what would 
happen if Crisis were privatized.  He read a letter outlining the responsibilities and services 
provided by Greater Columbia Behavioral Health; he said that if Benton County chose not to 
provide direct mental health services but decided to privatize, the program would still remain the 
same.   
 
He requested the Board review a letter about giving a 180 day notice regarding this issue.  He 
also said he wanted to invite Mr. Weaver to the Board meeting next week to give a presentation 
regarding the pros and cons of privatization and he would be looking at the Board approving a 
motion to send this letter.   
 
Commissioner Beaver asked about the lease on the building and Mr. Brown said he believed they 
were obligated to pay until sometime in 2017.   
 
It was agreed there were still some issues to work out but if it penciled out, they could review it.  
Commissioner Small said that Yakima County and Walla Walla County had dissolved their 
Human Services agencies and that Benton County was one of the few remaining.  Commissioner 
Beaver said that a cost benefit analysis would be good.   
 
Metro Drug Task Force 
 
Commissioner Small said that Metro had contacted Franklin County to see if it was willing to 
absorb the cost of the PA to assist with the budget issues; Benton County had already agreed to 
do that, regardless of Franklin County’s decision.  It was indicated that Franklin County needed 
more information before making a decision.  Commissioner Small recommended the County 
look at dissolving Metro so it would be a Benton County Metro Drug Task Force to include the 
cities in Benton County.   
 
Chairman Delvin said if Franklin County and Pasco were not interested in participating 
financially, they could look at dissolving; maybe they could combine the gang and drug task 
forces with Kennewick and Richland, if law enforcement thought it was a good idea.  
 
Commissioner Beaver said he talked about this issue with Kennewick and it was suggested that 
maybe it was time for Benton County to go on its own and he was agreeable to looking at a new 
concept. 
 
Road – Driveway Issue 
 
Commissioner Beaver discussed the driveway/apron issue and email he received and he wanted 
to make sure the emails and concerns were going to the Public Works Department and Mr. Ford 
confirmed they were.   
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Entrance Audit  
 
Commissioner Beaver said he attended the entrance audit meeting with the State Auditor and 
they indicated there were three or four areas they would be focusing on.   
 
River of Fire Festival 
 
Chairman Delvin said he received a request from Al Holman (Town Square Media) requesting 
one of the Commissioners to attend and give a 3-5 minute talk and that he was willing to do that.  
 
The Board briefly recessed at 10:14 a.m. reconvening at 10:21 a.m.   
 
Executive Session – Union Negotiations 
 
The Board went into executive session at 10:21 a.m. for approximately 20 minutes to discuss 
ongoing labor negotiations with DPA Steve Hallstrom.  Also present were Loretta Smith Kelty, 
Ryan Brown, David Sparks, and Cami McKenzie.  The Board came out at 10:35 a.m.  No 
decisions were made.   
 
Executive Session – Performance of Public Employee 
 
The Board went into executive session at 10:35 a.m. with David Sparks to discuss the 
performance of a public employee for up to 20 minutes.  The Board came out at 10:56 a.m.  No 
decisions were made.    
 
The Board went back into executive session for an additional five minutes at 10:56 a.m. with 
DPA Steve Hallstrom to discuss the performance of a public employee.  The Board came out at 
11:09 a.m.  Chairman Delvin stated the executive session went longer than anticipated.  No 
decisions were made. 
 
Hanford Radiation Training – Emergency Services – Columbia Generating Station 
 
Brian Calvert, Emergency Services said this yearly training was a requirement of the FEMA 
grant to continue to maintain funding.   
 
The Board received a training exercise from Benton County Emergency Management regarding 
a potential radiation exposure emergency at the Columbia Generating Station and the steps that 
would be taken in the event of that emergency.   
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 06/05/2015 
 
Transfers #: 06051501-06051504 
Total all funds: $170,337.09 
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Warrant #: 122892-123013 
Total all funds: $371,429.10 
 
Payroll Checks 
Warrant #: 238575-238656 
Direct Deposit #: 104617-105208 
Total all funds:  $2,128,728.76 
 
Payroll Deductions – Transfers 
Taxes #: 10115061-101150614 
Total all funds:  $1,771,399.70 
 
Payroll Deductions/Warrants 
Warrant #: 123014-123025 
Total all funds:  $360,840.42 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2015-409: Contract w/Tri City Herald for Official County Newspaper    
2015-410: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 115 
2015-411: Contract w/Ray Poland & Sons, Inc for Demolition of Old Main Restrooms   
2015-412: Amended Contract w/Aramark for Detention Food Services 
2015-413: Contract w/Crest Counseling Services for Treatment of First Time Sex Offenders 
2015-414: Contract w/M Henry for Treatment of First Time Sex Offenders 
2015-415: Contract w/Somerset Counseling Center for Chemical Dependency Treatment 

Services  
2015-416: Purchase Authorization of Ford Escape From Legacy Ford  
2015-417: Change Order w/Fowler General Construction for Kennewick Maintenance 

Facility 
2015-418: Local Agency Federal Aid Project Prospectus for Sellards Road   
2015-419: Purchase Agreement From Office Depot for Office Supplies and Paper 
2015-420: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 106 
2015-421: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 117  
2015-422: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 120 
2015-423: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 121 
2015-424: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 123 
2015-425: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 136 
2015-426: Budget Adjustment – 2015-2016 Public Safety Tax Fund 0148-101, Dept. 112  
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 11:35 
a.m.  
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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