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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 
 
 
Present: Chairman Jerome Delvin 
  Commissioner Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Public 
Works Manager Daniel Ford; Matt Rassmussen, Assistant County Engineer; Planning Manager 
Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Auditor Brenda Chilton; Clerk Josie Delvin; District 
Court Administrator Jacki Lahtinen; Bob Woody, IT Department; GIS Manager Mary Phillips; 
Lexi Wingfield, Personnel Manager; Karlee Ainsworth, Personnel; Taylor Ranger, Auditor’s 
Office; Clark Posey, Planning; DPA Steve Hallstrom; Yuliana Perez Castillo, Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of June 16, 2015 were approved.   
 
Review Agenda 
  
Mr. Sparks requested an executive session on the County’s position on collective bargaining for 
bi-county groups.   
 
The Benton City EDC update was pulled.  
 
One of the applicants for the Board of Equalization withdrew their name leaving one applicant so 
the interviews were cancelled.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “n”.  
Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
District Court 

a. Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of Prosser for District Court Services 
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b. Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of Kennewick for District Court 
Services 

c. Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of Richland for District Court 
Services 

d. Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of West Richland for District Court 
Services   

Facilities   
e. Request for Qualifications for Architectural & Engineering Services    

Human Services  
f. Amended Contract w/Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital for the Shelter Plus Care Program  
g. Amended Agreement w/K Larsen for Community Prevention Coordinator 

Information Technology 
h. Purchase of Dell Tower Workstation for Facilities in Health Department 

Juvenile 
i. Contract w/E Chapin dba Positive Powerful Teaching for Classes, Clinics & Workshops 

Office of Public Defense 
j.  Amended Superior Court Public Defense Contract w/E Scott  

Public Works 
k. Approval of Plans for Sellards Road   

Sheriff 
l. Amended Agreement w/Columbia Basin Dive Rescue for Emergency Rescue Service 
m. Amending Resolution 2015-236 on Contract w/Bergstrom Aircraft Inc for Aircraft 

Maintenance  
Superior Court 

n. Authorization of Trial Court Improvement Court Fund Expenditures 
 

Final Plat of Valley View Estates – SUB 99-5 
 
Clark Posey said that on November 15, 1993 the Board of County Commissioners approved the 
preliminary plat of Valley View Estates.  He said that all conditions were satisfied and all 
signatures received and his office recommended approval.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to approve the final plat of Valley View Estates Phase 
4 – SUB 995 and authorize the Chairman to sign the final plat.   Commissioner Beaver seconded 
and upon vote, the motion carried.   
 
Personnel & Civil Service Update 
 
Lexi Wingfield, Karlee Ainsworth and Tammy Dufault (via/videoconference) gave a Powerpoint 
presentation and briefly discussed the following:   
 
Personnel  

• Statistics 
o 42 New Hires/Rehires 
o 36 Positions Posted on NeoGov (has been a great tool) 

 900+ applications 
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 22,000+Hits 
o 20 Salary Surveys 
o 7 Public Records Requests 
o 690 Employees (618 FTE and 72 Part-time) 

• Highlights 
o Affordable Care Act Tracking 
o Sexual Harassment Training 
o New Hire Orientation/Includes Safety Training 

Civil Service 
• Oral Boards for Entry Level Corrections (3 openings) 
• Oral Boards for Entry Level Deputy (1opening) 
• Promotional Testing – Corrections Corporal and Sergeant 
• Qualified applicant recruitment – working with agencies across the state; asking to have 

the issue discussed at the statewide conference to assist in recruitment for more qualified 
applicants 

• New criminologist position will be closing soon 
 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Clerk Josie Delvin said she received a request from Darryl Banks, Juvenile Administrator, to 
have the Benton County Clerk fill in during Juvenile Drug Court and Adult Drug Court for the 
Franklin County Clerk.  She said she did not believe they had ever been compensated and before 
she responded she wanted to talk to the Board.   
 
There was a discussion about calculating the fine and sending it to Franklin County.  Mr. Sparks 
expressed concern about being reimbursed out of Dept. 171, because then 70% of it would be 
Benton County’s portion.   
 
Pat Austin, via/videoconference, said with Adult Drug Court, prior to 2009, they had a small 
reimbursement to the Clerk and PA; then there were budget cuts and those departments agreed to 
forego the fee in Adult Drug Court.  She said Juvenile Drug Court had a budget established so 
the question was how much and if Ms. Delvin was willing to have her Clerks fill in for Franklin 
County.   
 
Ms. Delvin said she did previously agree to forego the stipend for her staff’s time, but did not 
agree to expend Benton County money on Franklin County residents.   
 
Mr. Sparks asked Ms. Austin how it was billed, and she said all expenditures for adult drug court 
were calculated at the end of the year and they billed Franklin County for the prior year.  She 
said the Clerk’s office had not been included.  
 
Mr. Sparks said he thought Commissioner staff should do an audit on these programs to make 
sure they were being calculated properly.  The Board agreed.   
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Other Business 
 
Loretta Smith Kelty talked to the Board about expanding the Board room to make it larger and 
more user-friendly; she said two of the Commissioners would lose their offices.  She asked for 
permission to look at it further but to keep in mind there were a lot of projects currently in the 
works.   
 
Chairman Delvin said he was in favor of looking at it.  Commissioner Beaver said he would look 
at it but wanted it to be last in the line of projects.  Commissioner Small also agreed and said it 
was not really a Commissioner project, but more for the convenience of the public and to add 
speakers down the hall.   
 
Executive Session – Union Negotiations 
 
The Board went into executive session at 9:39 a.m. for up to 15 minutes with DPA Steve 
Hallstrom to discuss the County’s position on union negotiations for bi-county groups.  Also 
present were David Sparks, Cami McKenzie, Ryan Brown, and Loretta Smith Kelty.  The Board 
came out at 9:55 a.m.  No decisions were made in executive session.   
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 06/19/2015 
 
Warrant #: 123347-123442 
Total all funds: $1,844.26 
 
Transfers #: 06191501-06191511 
Total all funds: $108,865.36 
 
Warrants #: 123443-123585 
Total all funds:  $1,149,410.76 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2015-443: Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of Prosser for District Court 

Services 
2015-444: Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of Kennewick for District 

Court Services 
2015-445: Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of Richland for District Court 

Services 
2015-446: Amended & Restated Interlocal Agreement w/City of West Richland for District 

Court Services   
2015-447: Request for Qualifications for Architectural & Engineering Services    
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2015-448: Amended Contract w/Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital for the Shelter Plus Care 
Program  

2015-449: Amended Agreement w/K Larsen for Community Prevention Coordinator 
2015-450: Purchase of Dell Tower Workstation for Facilities in Health Department 
2015-451: Contract w/E Chapin dba Positive Powerful Teaching for Classes, Clinics & 

Workshops 
2015-452: Amended Superior Court Public Defense Contract w/E Scott  
2015-453: Approval of Plans for Sellards Road   
2015-454: Amended Agreement w/Columbia Basin Dive Rescue for Emergency Rescue 

Service 
2015-455: Amending Resolution 2015-236 on Contract w/Bergstrom Aircraft Inc for 

Aircraft Maintenance  
2015-456: Authorization of Trial Court Improvement Court Fund Expenditures 
2015-457: Final Plat of Valley View Estates Phase 4 – SUB 99-5 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:55 
a.m.   
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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