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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, April 30, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 
 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver  
  Commissioner Jerome Delvin 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Finance Manager 
Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Lexi Wingfield, Personnel; Public Works 
Manager Steve Becken; County Engineer Daniel Ford; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth;  
Auditor Brenda Chilton; Clerk Josie Delvin; Marianne Ophardt, WSU Extension; Eric Hsu, 
OPD; Erhiza Rivera, Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of April 23, 2013 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “s”.  
Commissioner Delvin seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Commissioners 

a. TRIDEC Designation of Associate Development Organization 
Human Services 

b. Agreement w/Kennewick Police Department to Provide Crisis Intervention Team 
Training 

c. Agreement w/Tri-County Partners Habitat for Humanity for Funding Assistance to Low-
Income Families 

d. Agreement w/Therapeutic Innovation & Recovery to Fund Homeless Drop In Center & 
Day Shelter   

e. Agreement w/Columbia Basin Veterans Coalition to Fund Rehabilitation Project 
f. Amended Agreement w/Lourdes Counseling Center for Services to Medial Care 

Recipients 
g. Agreement w/Domestic Violence Services of Benton & Franklin Counties  
h. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 566 
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Juvenile 
i. Amended Contract w/State Dept of Social & Health Services for WSART Consultation    

Personnel 
j. May Employee of the Month Appointment    

Prosecuting Attorney 
k. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 117 

Public Works 
l. Establishing the County Road Improvement District No. 21 Debt Service Fund, Fund No. 

0273-201 
m. Establishing the County Road Improvement District No. 21 Construction Fund, Fund No. 

0373-401 
n. Authorization to Proceed to Bid on the Reconstruction of Travis Road    
o. Authorization to Purchase Tires From Pasco Tire Factory 
p. Authorization to Purchase Two Cast Brooms From Clyde West 

Sheriff 
q. Amended Agreement w/911 Supply LLC for Purchase of Uniforms   
r. Purchase Authorization from ProForce Marketing, Inc for Weapons & Electronic Devices  
s. Employee Recognition Award Policy Rescinding Resolution 2012-435 

 
Regional Vegetable Production Update 
 
Marianne Ophardt and Tim Waters (Commercial Vegetables) updated the Board on local 
regional vegetable production.  Mr. Waters said his focus was variety development or alternative 
crops and pest management, grower meetings and farm visits.  He said he was currently working 
on sweet potatoes to see if they could be grown in this area and carrot and cabbage varieties this 
year.  Additionally, they ramped up research and extension efforts on pest management for 
potato psyllids that came to the area in 2011.    
 
Office of Public Defense Update – 2012 Annual Report/2013 Strategic Plan 
 
Eric Hsu presented the annual report and strategic plan for the Office of Public Defense and 
briefly discussed the following items: 
 
2012 Annual Report Highlights 
 

• District Court filings dropped by 2.8 %, however, appointments went up 5.3% (factors 
may include seriousness of cases and more individuals qualifying (possibly from the 
economy); 

• Walk-in arraignment program continuing to work well; 
• Staff attorney promotion to Public Defense Attorney 2 and transferred full-time to 

Superior Court; trained to take on local aggravated murder case;  
• Case Weighting Standards update: court passed order delaying mandates until 2015 
• Financial update; 
• Superior Court increase in filings of 8.4% while appointments increased by 3.5%; 
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• Large change in staffing due to departure of six contract defenders.  He said his 
conversations with Judge Matheson indicate he was pleased with how things were 
moving along with the new attorneys; 

• Happy to report the County was no longer responsible for  sexually violent predator 
cases; 

• Completion of Strategic Improvements Initiatives in 2012 
 
2013 Strategic Plan Highlights 
 

• Enhance Mission Accountability 
• Streamline Communication Channels 
• Maximize Audit Accountability 
• Overhaul Website 
• Provide Local, Free CLE Training for Public Defenders 
• Develop and Implement Weighting System for District Court (delayed until 2015) 
• Develop and Implement Policies and Protocols 

 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Jane Wierrenga, Richland and Evelyn Cheney, Kennewick said they received a presentation from 
the director for Aging & Long Term Care Advisory.  Ms. Wierrenga said they were talking about 
forming a council of governments for all eight counties instead of Yakima County running the 
program.  Additionally, they would be asking the Counties to participate more and attend a 
couple of meetings per year.  She said they felt it was important for Benton County to have some 
say in what was going on with its senior citizens.   
 
Chairman Small said the Board had previously expressed its concern about the new program and 
that Benton County might end up paying additional funds.  He said the issue should be worked 
with Ed Thornburgh so he could assist with the process and advise the Board.   
 
Commissioner Delvin said he had a meeting scheduled with Mr. Thornbrugh and would discuss 
the issue with him.  
 
Commissioner Assignment Update 
 
Commissioner Beaver said he attended meetings for Council of Government, TRIDEC and 
Chamber of Commerce and attended the Steptoe ribbon cutting.  Chairman Small said he also 
attended the Steptoe ribbon cutting.  
 
David Sparks reported on his attendance at the County Administrators’ conference and said the 
big topics were labor costs and budgets.  He said that once again Benton County was in a good 
situation but many counties were requiring furloughs, 37.5 hour work weeks or 36 hour work 
weeks (saving about 15% to 20% on labor costs); a common theme across the state was zero 
raises.  He said another topic was the State’s impact on county jails.   
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Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 04/26/2013 
Warrant #: 79047-79302 
Total all funds: $7,869.27 
 
Check Date:  04/26/2013 
Warrant #: 79565-79793 
Total all funds: $1,164,687.54 
 
Check Date:  04/26/2013 
Transfer #: 010104139 
Total all funds:  $1,275.16 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2013-331: TRIDEC Designation of Associate Development Organization 
2013-332: Agreement w/Kennewick Police Department to Provide Crisis Intervention Team 

Training 
2013-333: Agreement w/Tri-County Partners Habitat for Humanity for Funding Assistance 

to Low-Income Families 
2013-334: Agreement w/Therapeutic Innovation & Recovery to Fund Homeless Drop In 

Center & Day Shelter   
2013-335: Agreement w/Columbia Basin Veterans Coalition to Fund Rehabilitation Project 
2013-336: Amended Agreement w/Lourdes Counseling Center for Services to Medial Care 

Recipients 
2013-337: Agreement w/Domestic Violence Services of Benton & Franklin Counties  
2013-338: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 566 
2013-339: Amended Contract w/State Dept of Social & Health Services for WSART 

Consultation    
2013-340: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 117 
2013-341: Establishing the County Road Improvement District No. 21 Debt Service Fund, 

Fund No. 0273-201 
2013-342: Establishing the County Road Improvement District No. 21 Construction Fund, 

Fund No. 0373-401 
2013-343: Authorization to Proceed to Bid on the Reconstruction of Travis Road   12 
2013-344: Authorization to Purchase Tires From Pasco Tire Factory 
2013-345: Authorization to Purchase Two Cast Brooms From Clyde West 
2013-346: Amended Agreement w/911 Supply LLC for Purchase of Uniforms   
2013-347: Purchase Authorization from ProForce Marketing, Inc for Weapons & Electronic 

Devices  
2013-348: Employee Recognition Award Policy Rescinding Resolution 2012-435 
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There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:57 
a.m.  
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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