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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, July 28, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 
Present: Chairman Jerome Delvin 
  Commissioner James Beaver 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Absent: Commissioner Shon Small (Vacation) 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Public 
Works Manager Daniel Ford; Assistant Engineer Matt Rassmussen; Clerk Josie Delvin; District 
Court Administrator Jacki Lahtinen; Bob Woody, IT Department; Taylor Ranger, Auditor’s 
Office; Clark Posey, Planning; Mary Heather Ames, Public Works; Aileen Coverdell, Auditor’s 
Office; Lexi Wingfield, Personnel Manager; Assessor Bill Spencer; DPA Steve Hallstrom.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of July 21, 2015 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “p”, 
pulling “d” (Line Item Transfer, Dept. 107), “n” (Establishing Inmate Processing Specialist 
Classification), and “o” (Non-Exempt On-Call Policy for Coroner’s Office).  Commissioner 
Delvin seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Auditor 

a. Management Letter to WA State Auditor’s Office    
Commissioners   

b. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0305-101, Dept. 000 
c. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0305-101, Dept. 000 

Facilities 
e. Contract w/ABM Janitorial Services, Inc. for Janitorial Services 
f. Purchase of HVAC Filters From Interlinebrands DBA Supplyworks 
g. Payment Authorization to Lowe’s  

Information Technologies 
h. Purchase of Security Appliances, Hardware Support & Installation From Cerium 

Networks 
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Office of Public Defense 
i. Superior Court Public Defense Contract Termination w/D Stovern   
j. Authorization for Per Case Overflow Compensation for Superior Court Public Defense 

Services for D Stovern 
k. District Court Public Defense Contract Termination w/A Rado 
l. Superior Court Public Defense Contract w/J Chambers  
m. Superior Court Homicide Public Defense Contract w/J Chambers 

Planning 
p. Contract w/Watershed Company to Update Benton County Protection of Critical Areas 

Ordinance 
 

Public Hearing – Approval of Six-Year Road Plan 
 
Dan Ford presented the 2016-2021 Six Year Road Program.  He said his department went 
through the whole program, including the rural arterial program and safety project program and 
looked at funding considerations and budget constraints as well.  He said they reprioritized the 
list and felt it now reflected the roads where they saw some real need.   
 
He said the expenditures reflected a $15 million shortfall, however, if the project was not listed 
the money might not be available through certain programs.   
 
Public Testimony 
 
Dave Walker, Prosser, General Manager of Sunheaven Farms, said he wanted the Board to 
consider a couple of roads for the 6 year road program.   
 

• Dowd Road, a mile long gravel road maintained by the County; at the end were storage 
units for 17,000 ton of onion that were move in and out (mostly with trucks) and about 
5,000 trips just for that, not including equipment and other traffic.   

 
• Rydeholm Road, another mile long road; close to 1800 acres that used both of these roads 

for harvest and planting.  He said the County did a good job of maintaining the road but 
during harvest they were doing daily maintenance as well.   
 

Mr. Ford said that because it was adjacent to SR 22 there might be some money available and he 
would take a look at the farm to market.  He said he would work with BFCOG to see what was 
available and these were the types of projects they had in emergent projects that could be used.  
However, he said he would specifically ask for the farm to market and emergent so didn’t feel it 
needed to be added to the 6-year road program.   
 
As there was no one else present to testify, public testimony was closed.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the 2016-2021 Six-Year Road Program as 
presented.  Chairman Delvin seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.   
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Other Business 
 
Commissioner Beaver reminded the Board it would be having a bi-county meeting tomorrow at 
1:30 p.m. at the Justice Center. 
 
The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:16 a.m.  
 
Executive Session 
 
The Board went into executive session with DPA Steve Hallstrom at 9:16 a.m. for up to 15 
minutes to discuss the performance of a public official.  Also present were Loretta Smith Kelty, 
Lexi Wingfield, David Sparks and Cami McKenzie.  The Board came out at 9:31 a.m. and went 
back into executive session for up to another 15 minutes.  The Board came out at 9:46 a.m.    No 
decisions were made in executive session.   
 
Executive Session 
 
The Board went into executive session with DPA Steve Hallstrom at 9:46 a.m. for up to 15 
minutes regarding bi-county labor negotiations.  Also present were David Sparks, Loretta Smith 
Kelty, and Cami McKenzie.  The Board came out at 9:55 a.m.    No decisions were made in 
executive session.   
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 07/24/2015 
 
Transfers #: 0724/15-07241511 
Total all funds: $869,521.77 
 
Warrant #: 125344-125490 
Total all funds: $427,454.76 
 
Warrant #: 125491 
Total all funds:  $3,716.92 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2015-522: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0305-101, Dept. 000 
2015-523: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0305-101, Dept. 000 
2015-524: Contract w/ABM Janitorial Services, Inc. for Janitorial Services 
2015-525: Purchase of HVAC Filters From Interlinebrands DBA Supplyworks 
2015-526: Payment Authorization to Lowe’s  
2015-527: Purchase of Security Appliances, Hardware Support & Installation From Cerium 

Networks 
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2015-528: Superior Court Public Defense Contract Termination w/D Stovern   
2015-529: Authorization for Per Case Overflow Compensation for Superior Court Public 

Defense Services for D Stovern 
2015-530: District Court Public Defense Contract Termination w/A Rado 
2015-531: Superior Court Public Defense Contract w/J Chambers  
2015-532: Superior Court Homicide Public Defense Contract w/J Chambers 
2015-533: Contract w/Watershed Company to Update Benton County Protection of Critical 

Areas Ordinance 
2015-534: Approval of Six-Year Road Program 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:55 
a.m.   
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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