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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 
Benton County Planning Annex 

1002 Dudley Avenue, Prosser, WA 
 
Present: Chairman Jerome Delvin 
  Commissioner Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver  
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Public 
Works Manager Daniel Ford; Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Auditor 
Brenda Chilton; Clerk Josie Delvin; District Court Administrator Jacki Lahtinen; Bob Woody, IT 
Department; GIS Manager Mary Phillips; Dan Mack, Public Works; Clark Posey, Planning; Dale 
Wilson and Steve Brown, Building Department.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of May 5, 2015 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Item “e” was pulled so the Lessee could have its signature notarized.    
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “o” 
pulling “e” (Lease Agreement w/Miniature Aircraft Association).  Commissioner Small 
seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Commissioners 

a. Copier Lease Agreement w/Konica Minolta Solutions 
Juvenile 

b. Amended Detention Alternative Initiative Grant Application w/Office of Juvenile Justice 
c. Letter to Camp Outlook re Termination of Contract 

Office of Public Defense 
d. Compensation for Attorney D Stovern for Public Defense Services in Superior Court  

Parks 
f. Contract w/Top Tree Service, LLC for Tree Removal Services at Vista Park 

Personnel 
g. Establishing a Facilities Supervisor Classification Description & Salary Grade 
h. Establishing a Survey Chief Classification Description & Salary Grade 
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i. Establishing a Senior Engineer Classification Description & Salary Grade 
Public Works 

j. Organizational Re-Structure Within Public Works Department 
k. Authorization to Sign Examination of Financial Activities for Drainage Improvement 

District No. 10    
l. Consultant Services for Evaluation of Converting Existing Road Maintenance Shop to 

Solid Waste Facility 
m. Interlocal Agreement w/Cities of Benton City, Kennewick, Prosser, Richland & West 

Richland Regarding Solid Waste Management 
Sheriff 

n. Memorandum of Understanding w/WA Traffic Safety Commission for Funding to Drug 
Recognition Experts 

Treasurer 
o. Contract w/Frontier Title & Escrow to Conduct the Sale of Foreclosure Properties 

 
Other Business  
 
Emergency Interim Zoning Amendment – Prohibit Production of Marijuana in Rural Lands Five 
 
Mike Shuttleworth said at the last two meetings the Board received public comments expressing 
concerns regarding growing marijuana in Rural Lands 5 and the Board asked the Planning 
Department to review the issue.  He said they reviewed existing regulations and suggested the 
issue be addressed through an immediate interim regulation in the form of an amendment to 
BCC 11.16A.030 and Resolution 2014-167 by adopting an immediate emergency interim zoning 
Ordinance to prohibit the production of marijuana in the Rural Lands Five District and modify 
Resolution 2014-167. 
 
At 9:02 a.m. Commissioner Small made the following motion:   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Small moved to adopt the Immediate Emergency Interim Zoning 
Ordinance that amends BCC 11.16A.030 to prohibit the production of marijuana in the Rural 
Lands Five District; to set a date for a public hearing; to establish a termination date for the 
interim zoning amendment; to declare an emergency necessitating immediate adoption of this 
ordinance; and temporarily amend Ordinance 488, Section 4 and BCC 11.16A.030.  
 
Additionally, he moved to adopt the attached Resolution amending Resolution 2014-167 to 
remove the reference of marijuana production in the Rural Lands 5 District. 
 
Commissioner Beaver seconded. 
 
Discussion 
 
Chairman Delvin said he attended the WSAC Board meeting and found out Snohomish County 
Council just adopted basically the same type of thing last Wednesday.  He said they also didn’t 
have any negatives and had several grows and everything was fine until someone came forward 
with problems and they just passed the same ordinance.  He said the Board understood they may 
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have lawsuits and end up in court with an answer but after listening to the people that came to 
the Board to talk about the issues in their neighborhood it made sense to change it.  
 
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously and was approved at 9:05 a.m.  
 
DPA Ryan Brown stated the public hearing date for the purpose of hearing public testimony was 
set for June 2, 2015.   
 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Jill Hedgpeth thanked the Board for acting so quickly.  However, she said she had concerns 
about the building permit that was applied for and whether or not the individual was vested.   
She discussed RCW 82.04.213 that stated that marijuana was not considered agriculture.  She 
asked that the building permit be denied based on that definition and also that he had completed 
some of the work without the proper permits.   
 
Chairman Delvin added that the letter was sent to the Liquor Board requesting them not to grant 
any applications until they could sort out the issues.   
 
Charlotte Schlotfeldt said she also appreciated that the Board moved on this so quickly but also 
asked the Board to look at regulating activity and that it be modified according to the Dept. of 
Justice guidance.  She said if they were going to allow it, they should regulate it as well.   She 
said she was concerned about her business but lived in Light Industrial and had teenagers at 
home and had personal concerns as well. 
 
Commissioner Small suggested the public meeting on June 2 would be a good time to bring 
those issues forward.  
 
Dave Schlotfieldt said he wanted to reiterate that if Light Industrial was an allowed zone, he felt 
a conditional use permit would fit so it would be evaluated on a case by case basis to make sure 
it fit the location.   
 
Other Business 
 
Crisis Response Issues 
 
Commissioner Small asked Ryan Brown to review the Crisis Response issue and determine what 
steps to take regarding privatizing and dissolving and what was involved if Franklin County did 
not want to dissolve.  Mr. Brown said he would work on it and ask questions as needed.   
 
Chairman Delvin said he asked Franklin County if it wanted to have a joint meeting conference 
call at 1:30 p.m. on Friday regarding Crisis Response and it was tentatively scheduled at the 
Justice Center.  Additionally, he wanted to discuss the letter the Board sent to Franklin County 
regarding joint operations.    
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Chairman Delvin said there was an issue regarding the Kennewick School District bond issue 
and he asked the other Board members to talk to Mr. Sparks about it.   
 
Additionally, he said he met with the MATRICS steering committee for 3 1/2 hours and 
negotiated on the interlocal agreement.  He said that Richland was going to have their attorney 
work on language and he was also asking Mr. Brown to review that as well.  He said they should 
have something in a couple of weeks.   
 
Commissioner Small said that in the meantime, they could always sign an agreement to be a user 
of the current agreement.  
 
Commissioner Beaver talked about inequities between the partnerships with Franklin County and 
that this issue was referenced as a public safety issue but he felt it was more a money issue.   
 
David Sparks said that he and Ms. Smith Kelty had been assisting the Sheriff’s office in 
transitioning some personnel in the finance area and were looking at reinventing the position to 
be a more financial position and were recreating the job description.  Additionally, he was 
looking at fixing some problems regarding jail billings and working to prevent any future 
problems.   
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 05/05/2015 
 
Payroll Checks 
Warrant #: 238468-238551 
Direct Deposit #: 103795-104388 
Total all funds: $2,094,272.16 
 
Payroll Deductions/Transfers 
Taxes #: 10115051-101150514 
Total all funds: $1,752,343.38 
 
Payroll Deductions/Warrants 
Warrant #: 121217-121228 
Total all funds:  $362,684.68 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2015-344: Copier Lease Agreement w/Konica Minolta Solutions 
2015-345: Amended Detention Alternative Initiative Grant Application w/Office of Juvenile 

Justice 
2015-346: Compensation for Attorney D Stovern for Public Defense Services in Superior 

Court  
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2015-347: Interlocal Agreement w/Cities of Benton City, Kennewick, Prosser, Richland & 
West Richland Regarding Solid Waste Management 

2015-348: Contract w/Top Tree Service, LLC for Tree Removal Services at Vista Park 
2015-349: Establishing a Facilities Supervisor Classification Description & Salary Grade 
2015-350: Establishing a Survey Chief Classification Description & Salary Grade 
2015-351: Establishing a Senior Engineer Classification Description & Salary Grade 
2015-352: Organizational Re-Structure Within Public Works Department 
2015-353: Authorization to Sign Examination of Financial Activities for Drainage 

Improvement District No. 10    
2015-354: Consultant Services for Evaluation of Converting Existing Road Maintenance 

Shop to Solid Waste Facility 
2015-355: Memorandum of Understanding w/WA Traffic Safety Commission for Funding to 

Drug Recognition Experts 
2015-356: Contract w/Frontier Title & Escrow to Conduct the Sale of Foreclosure Properties 
2015-357: Immediate Emergency Interim Zoning Amendment to Prohibit Production of 

Marijuana in the Rural Lands Five (5) District – Adoption of Ordinance 561 
2015-358: Rescinding Resolution 2014-167 – Land Use Guidance Regarding 

Implementation of Initiative 502 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:30 
a.m.   
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
 


