
MINUTES 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Special Board Meeting 
Monday, January 28, 2013, 2:30 p.m. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Justice Center, Kennewick, WA 
 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small  
  Commissioner James Beaver 
  Commissioner Jerome Delvin 
  County Administrator David Sparks 
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Appointment of Washington State Senator For the 8th Legislative District  
 
Chairman Small announced the Board would not be allowing any public comment and that each 
candidate would be allowed to make an opening statement and would be interviewed with the 
same questions and then allowed to give a summary. After the interview process, the Board 
would go into executive session under RCW 42.30.110 (1)(h).    He said the candidates were not 
required to leave the room, but as a professional courtesy would ask them to leave during the 
interview process.  Additionally, there was a resolution prepared for each candidate pending 
selection.   
 
Additionally, he stated that Brad Klippert would be interviewed first by teleconference and the 
other two names would be drawn from a hat.  Mr. Sparks drew the names and Larry Haler’s 
name was drawn to go second and Sharon Brown’s name was drawn to go third. 
 
The following questions were asked: 
 

1. Water shortages continue to plague the Yakima Basin, causing real economic loss.  
Would you support an inter-basin transfer of water from the Columbia to the Yakima? 
 

2. How does one work with their colleagues in their current situation and how does that 
translate to the Senate position? 
 

3. What do you see as the role of the State Senator in the legislature and in the district? 
 

4. What is your budget philosophy? 

 
 
 



5. What will be your top priorities and legislative agenda, if you are appointed State 
Senator? 

Brad Klippert 
 

1. Mr. Klippert said he would support an inter-basin transfer from Columbia to Yakima and 
that water shortage issues were very important to the future.   

 
2. He said he was sponsoring a piece of legislation to allow delivery of rescue drugs for 

epilepsy in schools without RN’s that he was asked by a constituent to sponsor.  He said 
he received bi-partisan support 50/50 on this legislation and worked with his fellow 
Republicans and those across the room and would do the exact same thing in the Senate 
as in the House. 
 

3. He said he would listen to the citizens that he represented and the constituents on issues, 
no matter how small.  He said the west side proposes legislation that does not benefit our 
citizens because we have a very different climate in Eastern Washington 8th Legislative 
District with different beliefs and different weather patterns and it was his job to protect 
against growth management ideas in the west side.   
 

4. His number one budget philosophy was to be balanced and to be prepared for the future, 
specifically have reserves for emergencies.   
 

5. He said his top priorities were public safety as number one, a balanced budget 
(sustainable budget for four years with adequate reserves), a quality education with 
adequate reform; and create an environment for private sector growth and prosperity to 
create jobs. Additionally, to protect energy prices so they weren’t paying for renewable 
energy prices we didn’t need at this time.  
 

Mr. Klippert thanked the Board for its time and said it was an honor to be one of the top three 
candidates.  He thanked the Board for its understanding that he could not be present and that he 
had a full calendar and had to put this job first and that he would work equally as hard as the next 
Senator.   
 
Larry Haler 
 
Mr. Haler thanked the commissioners for their service and that he wanted to personally thank 
Commissioner Delvin for mentoring him and that he had a tradition he planned to live up to.  He 
said there was a long tradition of choosing the senior legislator based upon experience when a 
position opened up and the position was not owned by any special interest group.  He talked 
about his accomplishments and service, that he had a reputation for building relationships within 
the Senate and House and had the support of the citizens, as well as being the number one choice 
of the Republican Committee.  He said he was a lifetime Republican and was not using this as a 
stepping stone for Congress.   
 



1. He said he was very supportive of water rights issues in the State and had fought for 
water rights consistently and if placed on the water/ag committee would continue that 
fight.  
 

2. He said he worked with colleagues on a one to one basis; and would continue that in the 
Senate.  He also talked about his experience on the higher education committee to assist 
and save universities from being closed.   
 

3. He said the Senate was smaller than the House, more relational than the House.  He stated 
the House was a whirlwind but he would need to sit down with fellow Senators on a more 
personal level and he believed in reaching out to people and talking to people. 
 

4. He said as far as budget, he didn’t believe in raising taxes.  He wanted to look at more 
efficiencies and maybe look at paring back some and streamline or privatize some 
services for more efficiency.   
 

5. He said his priorities were education (Delta High School), a balanced budget (need a 
State constitution to create a balanced budget because the state didn’t require the 
Legislature to have a balanced budget); only raise taxes when everything else was 
exhausted; to maintain a coalition (student achievement council); achieve a balanced 
budget and increase in reserves; need to run it so cities and counties were not hit with 
unfunded mandates.  
 

He said that everyone knew he was hard worker, the people in the community liked and trusted 
him, and the PCO’s that selected him on the first ballot knew he would represent them.  He said 
he appreciated the Board’s consideration and that he would do them honor and justice.   
 
Sharon Brown 
 
Sharon Brown said she was Mayor Pro Tem for the City of Kennewick and that not being the 
first choice did not mean she was not the right choice. Ms. Brown said she had the skills and 
qualities important to be for a State Senator, experience in the public and private sectors, and as 
an attorney was trained to interpret laws.  She said she wanted to make the Tri-Cities a place 
where her children would want to raise their children and she supported safety services 100% 
and funding requests to keep gangs at bay.  She said it was important to reduce the rules and 
regulations on small businesses and make the Tri-Cities a safe place to live, work and play.  
Additionally, she established a radio show on KONA to discuss issues pertinent to Tri-Cities 
including local public safety issues and she has been trying to raise a voice for the Tri-Cities on 
the following:  different storm water requirements for this side of the state; local revitalization 
program for Southridge project, and bi-partisan support for the UGA Legislation.     
 

1. Ms. Brown said if it was good for this part of the state then it was good for the Tri-Cities.  
She would talk with stakeholders involved and engage the constituents to find out what 
they wanted and if it was good for the Tri-Cities she would support it.   
 



2. A prime example of that would be the success they had with the UGA Legislation by 
finding out what was important for all involved and reaching a compromise to get it done.  
 

3. Ms. Brown said she would want to be a strong voice for the Tri-Cities.  It was the fifth 
largest economy in the State and we need to show them in the Senate what we are doing 
in the Tri-Cities because we are doing a lot right in the Tri-Cities.  
 

4. She said her budget philosophy was exemplified by what was accomplished in the City of 
Kennewick; a $252 biennial budget that was reduced by 7%.  She was not an advocate of 
throwing money to solve problems.   
 

5. She said her number one priority would be to bring a strong voice to this area and bring 
growth to the Tri-Cities and to make Olympia realize what is available in the Tri-Cities.  
Additionally, she would work to make Washington businesses more competitive and 
reduce the regulations imposed that were stricter than those imposed by the federal 
government. 
 

In summary, Ms. Brown said when she ran for city council she wanted to make a positive 
impact.  Additionally, she has five kids and was not looking to relocate; it was where they have 
their businesses and where her family was.   She said she was an advocate for the Tri-Cities and 
she wanted to make Olympia take notice.   
 
Chairman Small said there were three very strong candidates here and he requested the Board go 
into executive session under RCW 42.30.110 (1)(h): “To evaluate the qualifications of a 
candidate for appointment to elective office.  However, any interview of such candidate and final 
action appointing a candidate to elective office shall be in a meeting open to the public.” 
  
Chairman Small announced they would go into executive session for approximately 20 minutes.  
The Board went into executive session at 3:24 p.m.  The Board came out of executive session at 
3:48 p.m.  No decisions were made in executive session.  
 
Commissioner Delvin said the Board had a discussion in executive session regarding the 
candidates’ qualifications and he felt he had a unique perspective on what it would take to be 
effective since he had served in both the House and Senate.  He said he looked for effectiveness 
and leadership qualities and someone that had a community wide perspective, not special interest 
groups, and Ms. Brown talked about vision and community.  
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to nominate Sharon Brown to the open position of 
Washington State Senator for the 8th Legislative District to replace him on February 4.  
Commissioner Beaver seconded.   
 
Discussion 
 
Commissioner Beaver said he felt like that was the kind of mission that needed to come out of 
Olympia about building a better community and he heard some positive things about the Tri-
Cities. 



 
Chairman Small said there were three very qualified and strong candidates and he thanked 
everyone for their dedication to the community.   
 
Upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.   
 
Resolution No. 2013-060:  Appointment of Sharon Brown as State Senator for District 8. 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 3:53 p.m.  
 
 
_____________________________   __________________________________ 
Clerk of the Board     Chairman 


