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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, October 8, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 

Commissioner James Beaver 
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Absent: Commissioner Jerome Delvin (excused – vacation) 
  County Administrator David Sparks (excused – vacation) 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Public Works Manager Steve 
Becken; County Engineer Daniel Ford; DPA Ryan Brown; Jacki Lahtinen, District Court; Erhiza 
Rivera, Treasurer’s Office; Michelle Simpson, Treasurer’s Officej; Aileen Coverdell, Auditor’s 
Office; Teri Holmes, IT; Donna Holmes, Solid Waste;  Bob Woody, IT; Treasurer Duane 
Davidson.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of October 1, 2013 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “j”.        
Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Central Services 

a. Purchase Authorization From Cerium Networks, Inc. for Voice System Upgrade 
Equipment 

b. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0502-101, Dept. 000 
Office of Public Defense 

c. Agreement w/GT Investigations, LLC for Defense Investigation Services 
d. Amended Contract w/M Torres, DBA Casey Investigations for Investigative Services 
e. Compensation Authorization for P Younesi for Superior Court Coverage  

Parks 
f. Appointment of R Emmingham to the Benton County Park Board   

Superior Court 
g. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 123 
h. Purchase Reimbursement Agreement w/Administrative Office of the Courts      
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Treasurer 
i. Contract w/Data Management Services for Financial Reports for Sales Tax Monitoring 
j. Approval of Disbursements From the Historical Preservation Fund   

 
Public Hearing - Golden Gate Hop Ranches, Inc. Franchise 
 
Steve Becken presented an application for renewal of franchise from Golden Gate Hop Ranches, 
Inc.  He stated that last August they had a meeting with landowners about a utility company that 
put a power pole in front of their property and they have requested Benton County to have the 
utility companies inform the landowners of their intent to place poles within the right of way 
adjacent to landowner property.  He said this was a condition the Board could place on all new 
and renewed franchise requests.  However, his office was not in favor of this requirement 
because it would create a problem for Benton County and the utility companies if the landowner 
didn’t get the response they wanted. 
 
Chairman Small said he might be in favor of selective notification to the surrounding landowners 
that would be affected by this type of utility.   
 
The Board discussed the issue briefly and opted to not pursue the requirement at this time.   
 
As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the franchise request for Golden Gate Hop 
Ranches, Inc. as submitted with conditions.  Chairman Small seconded and upon vote, the 
motion was approved.   
 
Solid Waste Grant Agreement 
 
Donna Holmes presented the Coordinated Prevention Grant Agreement G1400115 between the 
State of Washington Department of Ecology and Benton County Solid Waste.  Ms. Holmes said 
the grant was for the period July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2015 and would reimburse expenses at 75% 
with matching funds provided by the Solid Waste Collection Fund and participating cities.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the Department of Ecology grant 
agreement as presented.  Chairman Small seconded and upon vote, the motion carried. 
 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Cecil Kendall, resident, thanked the Board for its decision on the Willamette Heights issue at the 
special board meeting.   
 
Other Business 
 
Loretta Smith Kelty said she wanted to pursue a historical grant for year 2015-2016 from the 
State for money for the HVAC upgrade system.  She said it would require the County to spend 
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approximately $8,000.00 to have an architect put together the package, but was an opportunity to 
receive approximately $1 million.   
 
The Board agreed to have Ms. Smith Kelty pursue the grant as outlined.   
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to allow Commissioner Small and Commissioner 
Delvin to attend the WSAC conference on November 19-21, 2013.  Commissioner Small 
seconded and upon vote, the motion carried. 
 
Chairman Small said he attended the Metro Drug Task Force meeting and they were looking at 
funding shortfalls and that in April 2014 the funds would be at zero.  He said to keep the unit 
going until July, Benton County would be requested to pay $6,600.00.  He said they were also 
looking at other opportunities for funds but did not know how long the task force would 
continue. 
 
Commissioner Beaver indicated this was a trend and what was happening all over and expected 
to see other programs with the same problem.   
 
Jacki Lahtinen thanked all the departments for their assistance and cooperation during the 
remodel in District Court.   
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 10/04/2013 
Warrant #: 89020-89161 
Total all funds: $416,831.33 
 
Check Date:  10/04/2013 
Transfers #: 100401-100405 
Total all funds: $626,436.71 
 
Check Date: 10/04/2013 
Warrant #: 236257-236365 
Direct Deposit #: 87911-88502 
Total all funds: $2,057,245.45 
 
Check Date:  10/04/2013 
Transfers #: 10113101-10113109 
Warrant #: 89162-89181 
Total all funds: $2,087,421.84 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
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Resolutions 
 
2013-711: Purchase Authorization From Cerium Networks, Inc. for Voice System Upgrade 

Equipment 
2013-712: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0502-101, Dept. 000 
2013-713: Agreement w/GT Investigations, LLC for Defense Investigation Services 
2013-714: Amended Contract w/M Torres, DBA Casey Investigations for Investigative 

Services 
2013-715: Compensation Authorization for P Younesi for Superior Court Coverage  
2013-716: Appointment of R Emmingham to the Benton County Park Board   
2013-717: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 123 
2013-718: Purchase Reimbursement Agreement w/Administrative Office of the Courts      
2013-719: Contract w/Data Management Services for Financial Reports for Sales Tax 

Monitoring 
2013-720: Approval of Disbursements From the Historical Preservation Fund   
2013-721: Approval of Grant – Dept. of Ecology and Benton County Solid Waste 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:17 
a.m. 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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