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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, July 16, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 

Commissioners’ Conference Room  
Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 

 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 

Commissioner James Beaver 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Absent: Commissioner Jerome Delvin (vacation) 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; Public Works Manager Steve 
Becken; County Engineer Daniel Ford; Ed Thornbrugh, Human Services; Planning Manager 
Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Mary Phillips, GIS; Bob Woody, Central Services;  
Marianne Ophardt, WSU Extension; Sue Schuetze, Public Works; Susan Walker, Planning.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of July 9, 2013 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “k”.    
Chairman Small seconded and upon vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Auditor 

a. Authorization to Sell Election Equipment to Kitsap County, WA       
Commissioners 

b. Letter to the Department of Commerce 
Human Services 

c. Amended Agreement w/Service Alternatives, Inc for Developmental Disabilities Services 
d. Continuum of Care Program Grant Agreement w/Housing and Urban Development   
e. Amended Agreement w/Ambitions Community Support Services, Inc. for Developmental 

Disabilities Services 
f. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 560  

Juvenile 
g. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 175 
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Parks 
h. Contract w/Murphey’s Construction, Inc. for Light Pole Removal @ Horse Heaven Vista    

Public Works 
i. Public Hearing Authorization for Kennewick Irrigation District Franchise Application 
j. Approval of Summit View Phase 8 Road Plans    

Sheriff 
k. Agreement w/Cost Less Senior Services, Inc. for Pharmaceutical Services    

 
Public Hearing - Wyckoff Farms Franchise 
 
Sue Schuetze presented the application for franchise by Wyckoff Farms, Inc. to place irrigation 
water distribution system within county road right of way.  Ms. Schuetze indicated that no 
comments were received and based upon current franchise requirements, recommended approval 
subject to the listed conditions.   
 
As there was no one present to testify, public testimony was closed. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the application for franchise of Wyckoff 
Farms, Inc., contingent upon the listed conditions.  Chairman Small seconded and upon vote, the 
motion carried.   
 
Public Hearing - City of Benton City Franchise 
 
Sue Schuetze presented the application for franchise by the City of Benton City to place 
domestic water and sewer distribution system within county road right of way.  She indicated 
that no comments were received and based upon current franchise requirements, recommended 
approval of the franchise as presented. 
 
As there was no one present to testify public testimony was closed. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the application for franchise for the City of 
Benton City, contingent upon the six conditions listed. Chairman Small seconded and upon vote, 
the motion carried.   
 
WSU Update – Regional Tree Fruit & Wine Grape Extension Programs 
 
Marianne Ophardt and Gwen Hoheisel updated the Board on the regional tree fruit program and 
briefly discussed the following: 
 

• Working on new sprayer technology; 
• Received Sustainable Ag grant to develop sprayer technology – 100% to WSU – will be 

training and developing a national working group of sprayers and engineers and 
conducting local workshops and training 

• Attended a conference in Spain on spraying in fruit crops  
• Very big fruit school this summer – Honeycrisp apples (three field events) 
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PEDA Update  
 
Deb Heintz updated the Board on PEDA events as follows: 
 

• Meetings with Director and Superintendent of WSU Ag Center  
• Tours –  

o HAIEFIC – tours of loan recipients  
o Prosser Memorial Hospital  
o Dept. of Commerce  

• Manufacturing survey of food and wine 
• Housing shortage within Prosser – looking at medium and high density housing 
• Clore Center – draft package together identifying eight themes within the Clore Center; 

receiving $91,000 grant 
• Held the “Toast to Construction” 

 
GIS Update (Geographic Information Systems) 
 
Mary Phillips gave a Powerpoint presentation on GIS and briefly discussed the following: 
 

• Services provided 
• Database statistics 
• GIS Deliverables 
• Request Ratio for County and Public Customers in 2013 
• Current Areas of Focus 

o Web Mapping 
o Orthophotos 
o Data Cataloging 
o Documentation 

 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Sandra Stredwick, W. Richland, said she was representing the neighborhood of Twin Bridges 
which had become the hot spot for floaters.  She said the “no parking” signs had solved some 
parking issues but an increased number of people were stopping to unload in the no parking area. 
She indicated there was good police support at the beginning but that was now decreasing and 
they were not getting callbacks from the police on the parking violations.  They felt the area was 
getting backed up, driveways were being blocked, and it was generally unsafe.  She asked if the 
Board would consider posting “no unloading” signs.  She also discussed the safety issue that 
blocking the access would not allow for emergency vehicles to access the area; she asked if the 
Board could consider closing the area at peak times.  Additionally, she requested the 
Commissioners attempt to inform the public about appropriate parking and launch sites that 
supported public use (Yakima River Public Easement, Chamna National Reserve, and legal boat 
launch sites).  Finally, she expressed concern about potential water park activities funded by 
grants received by W. Richland for potential water access points.  It was pointed out by 
Commissioner Beaver that particular issue should be brought up with the City of W. Richland.   
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Chairman Small talked about the support the County had given in trying to help with the issue, 
including the “no parking” signs, sheriff assistance, garbage pickup, and discussions with CID.  
He said they would continue to look at solutions to assist and would review the issues brought up 
by Ms. Stredwick.   
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 07/11/2013 
Procurement Cards #: 0713 
Total all funds: $183,459.07 
 
Check Date:  07/12/2013 
Warrant #: 84210-84320 
Total all funds: $240,504.75 
 
Check Date:  07/12/2013 
Transfers 
Total all funds: $1,176,599.86 
 
Check Date:  07/15/2013 
Warrant #: 235942-235963 
Direct Deposit #: 86021-86216 
Total all funds: $105,980.40 
 
Check Date:  07/15/2013 
Taxes #: 101130711 
Total all funds: $34,956.19 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2013-540: Authorization to Sell Election Equipment to Kitsap County, WA       
2013-541: Amended Agreement w/Service Alternatives, Inc for Developmental Disabilities 

Services 
2013-542: Continuum of Care Program Grant Agreement w/Housing and Urban 

Development   
2013-543: Amended Agreement w/Ambitions Community Support Services, Inc. for 

Developmental Disabilities Services 
2013-544: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0108-101, Dept. 560  
2013-545: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0115-101, Dept. 175 
2013-546: Contract w/Murphey’s Construction, Inc. for Light Pole Removal @ Horse 

Heaven Vista    
2013-547: Public Hearing Authorization for Kennewick Irrigation District Franchise 

Application 
2013-548: Approval of Summit View Phase 8 Road Plans    
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2013-549: Agreement w/Cost Less Senior Services, Inc. for Pharmaceutical Services    
 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 9:58 
a.m.  
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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