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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, April 23, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 
 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 
  Commissioner James Beaver  
  Commissioner Jerome Delvin 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner; County Engineer Daniel Ford; 
Planning Manager Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Jacki Lahtinen, District Court; Erhiza 
Rivera and Nick Kooker, Treasurer’s Office; Teri Holmes, Central Services; Clerk Josie Delvin;  
Robert Heard, Central Services; Auditor Brenda Chilton; Bryan Perry, Safety Coordinator; Pat 
Austin, Superior Court; DPA Ryan Lukson.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of April 16, 2013 were approved.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Beaver moved to approve the consent agenda items a-r, adding “s” 
(letters in support of Yakima Basin Integrated Plan).  Commissioner Delvin seconded and upon 
vote, the Board approved the following: 
 
Auditor 

a. Maintenance Agreement w/Comstor Information Management Inc. for Reader Printers 
Central Services 

b. Authorization to Proceed w/Bid Process for Purchase of Printer Cartridge Supplies 
Facilities 

c. Payment to IDAC West for Engineering Services to Repair OPTO22 Control System 
d. Contract w/Dynamic Sales and Service LLC for Purchase & Installation of Washer 

Extractor 
Human Services 

e. Amended Agreement w/Benton Franklin Community Action Committee for Ten Year 
Homeless Housing Plan    
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Juvenile 
f. Contract w/The National Center for Juvenile Justice for Data Warehouse Project 

Activities     
Office of Public Defense 

g. Termination of District Court Public Defense Contract w/R Swinburnson  
h. Termination of District Court Public Defense Contract w/C Harkins 
i. Termination of District Court Public Defense Contract w/P Younesi 

Personnel 
j. Repealing & Superseding Previous Resolutions Regarding Benton County Noxious Weed 

Control Board  Map And Reestablishing Section Boundaries for Commissioner Selection  
k. Appointment of N Berg to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 2 
l. Appointment of M Sackschewsky to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 3  
m. Appointment of D Downs to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 4  
n. Appointment  of M Crowder to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 5 
o. Approval of Salary Step Placement for Chief Appraiser Job Classification 

Public Works 
p. Amending Resolution 2012-482 on Piert Road Extension Approving Reimbursement to 

Northwest Pipeline  
q. Bid Process Authorization for Purchase of Surfacing Materials  
r. Amended Final Assessment Roll for County Road Improvement District #15 

Commissioners 
s. Support Letters – Yakima Basin Integrated Plan 

 
Prosser Economic Development Association Quarterly Update  
 
Deb Heintz updated the Board on the following activities of PEDA: 
 

• New construction 
• Charter class leadership Prosser 
• Directional signs 
• Successful grant writing program 
• Housing needs – new committee 
• Clore Center – funding needs still there  
• Historic Downtown Prosser Association – received facade improvement grants; 

purchasing new furniture (more park benches, bike racks, garbage cans, ash cans) 
  

Trial Court Improvement Fund 
 
Pat Austin, Josie Delvin, and Jacki Lahtinen presented the proposed expenditures for 2013-2014. 
Ms. Austin said they currently had $300,000 and the request for expenditures was in the amount 
of $80,750.    
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the recommended expenditures for the 
Trial Court Improvement Fund as presented.   Commissioner Beaver seconded and upon vote the 
motion carried.   
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Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Jim Wade, Kennewick said he visited the horse racing at the Fairgrounds and had concerns about 
the way the grandstands and bleachers were situated (for ingress and ingress) and that somebody 
might get hurt.  Mr. Sparks said they would review the issue and get back to him.   
 
Commissioner Assignment Update 
 
Commissioner Beaver said he attended a Council of Governments and Tri-City Chamber 
meeting and talked to Adam about a workshop to update the Board on Hanford issues.  
 
Commissioner Delvin said he met with Lourdes Counseling Center (they were applying for a 
licensing change that might help with mental health issues).  He said he spent Wednesday and 
Thursday in Olympia attending WSAC Legislative Steering committee meetings; additionally, 
he met with the Director of Ecology regarding the groundwater issue. 
 
Chairman Small thanked everyone for their support while he was gone.   
 
The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Executive Session – Potential Litigation 
 
The Board went into executive session at 9:40 a.m. for up to 40 minutes with DPA Ryan Lukson 
to discuss potential litigation.  Also present were DPA Ryan Brown, David Sparks, Loretta 
Smith Kelty, Melina Wenner, Bryan Perry, Pat Austin, Cami McKenzie, and Mike Shuttleworth.  
The Board came out at 10:13 a.m.  No decisions were made in executive session.   
 
The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 10:20 a.m. 
 
MOTION:  It was moved and seconded to authorize the PA to file a complaint on behalf of the 
County against Mr. Lawrence to recover funds owed to the County. Upon vote, the motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 04/19/2013 
Transfers # 01010413, 05010413, 0050204132, 050204134 
Transfers #: 050504132, 010804131-010804136 
Total all funds: $134,770.64 
 
Check Date:  04/19/2013 
Warrant #: 78680-78872 
Total all funds: $759,042.66 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
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Resolutions 
 
2013-312: Maintenance Agreement w/Comstor Information Management Inc. for Reader 

Printers 
2013-313: Authorization to Proceed w/Bid Process for Purchase of Printer Cartridge 

Supplies 
2013-314: Payment to IDAC West for Engineering Services to Repair OPTO22 Control 

System 
2013-315: Contract w/Dynamic Sales and Service LLC for Purchase & Installation of 

Washer Extractor 
2013-316: Amended Agreement w/Benton Franklin Community Action Committee for Ten 

Year Homeless Housing Plan    
2013-317: Contract w/The National Center for Juvenile Justice for Data Warehouse Project 

Activities     
2013-318: Termination of District Court Public Defense Contract w/R Swinburnson  
2013-319: Termination of District Court Public Defense Contract w/C Harkins 
2013-320: Termination of District Court Public Defense Contract w/P Younesi 
2013-321: Repealing & Superseding Previous Resolutions Regarding Benton County 

Noxious Weed Control Board Map And Reestablishing Section Boundaries for 
Commissioner Selection  

2013-322: Appointment of N Berg to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 2 
2013-323: Appointment of M Sackschewsky to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 3  
2013-324: Appointment of D Downs to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 4  
2013-325: Appointment of M Crowder to the Noxious Weed Control Board; Area 5 
2013-326: Approval of Salary Step Placement for Chief Appraiser Job Classification 
2013-327: Amending Resolution 2012-482 on Piert Road Extension Approving 

Reimbursement to Northwest Pipeline  
2013-328: Bid Process Authorization for Purchase of Surfacing Materials  
2013-329: Amended Final Assessment Roll for County Road Improvement District #15 
2013-330: Authorizing Expenditures – Trial Court Improvement Fund 2013-2014 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:20 
a.m. 
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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