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MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, October 22, 2013, 9:00 a.m. 
Commissioners’ Conference Room  

Benton County Courthouse, Prosser, WA 
 
Present: Chairman Shon Small 
  Commissioner Jerome Delvin 
  County Administrator David Sparks   
  Clerk of the Board Cami McKenzie 
 
Absent: Commissioner James Beaver (excused) 
 
Benton County Employees Present During All or a Portion of the Meeting: Deputy 
Administrator Loretta Smith Kelty; Adam Fyall, Sustainable Development Manager; Finance 
Manager Keith Mercer; Personnel Manager Melina Wenner;  Public Works Manager Steve 
Becken; County Engineer Daniel Ford; Ed Thornbrugh, Human Services; Planning Manager 
Mike Shuttleworth; DPA Ryan Brown; Jacki Lahtinen, District Court; Clerk Josie Delvin; 
Auditor Brenda Chilton; Bob Woody, IT; Treasurer Duane Davidson; DPA Steve Hallstrom; RJ 
Lott and Susan Walker, Planning.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of October 15, 2013 were approved.   
 
Review Agenda 
 
Chairman Small stated that two additional executive sessions would be added to the agenda.  
Commissioner Delvin agreed.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the consent agenda items “a” through “k” 
with a new addendum on item “b”.  Commissioner Small seconded and upon vote, the Board 
approved the following: 
 
Auditor 

a. Establishing Policy Regarding Memberships in Civic & Service Organizations  
b. Surplus of Personal Property 

Clerk 
c. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 106 

Commissioners 
d. Appointment of C Gray to the Benton County Mosquito Control Board 
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District Court 
e. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 111 

Fairgrounds 
f. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0124-101, Dept. 000 
g. Payment Authorization to Sierra Electric Inc for Pedestals (Spider Boxes)    

Human Services  
h. Adoption of Greater Columbia Behavioral Health Bylaws 

Juvenile 
i. Purchase Reimbursement Agreement w/WA State Administrative Office of the Courts  

Personnel 
j. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 105    
k. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0504-101, Dept. 000 

 
Public Hearing – Short Plat Vacation – SPV 13-04 
 
RJ Lott said the Planning Department received an application from the owner of Lot 1, Short Plat 
3393 to request a portion of the easement and turnaround be vacated off the face of Lots 1 and 2. 
He said that owners of property within 300 feet were notified and owners of both lots signed the 
short plat vacation application.  Additionally, all concerned agencies were notified and no 
adverse comments were received.   
 
He said the location of the proposed new easement and turnaround would increase the building 
setback for the parcel to the west from 10 to 15 feet and he recommended the owner of the parcel 
with the building setback encroachment acknowledge the increase in setback.  Mr. Lott said it 
was the Planning Department’s recommendation to approve the proposed vacation with 
conditions.     
 
As there was no one present to testify, the public hearing closed. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Delvin moved to approve the vacation of the easement described in 
paragraph 2 of the memo, located on Lots 1 and 2 of Short Plat 3393 records of Benton County, 
Washington.  This motion is conditioned upon the applicant recording a document that provides 
for a replacement 40-foot private road easement and “T’ shaped turnaround that is consistent 
with the diagram that has been submitted with this application, with the Benton County Auditor 
and that the applicant provide a written acknowledgement of encroaching building setbacks from 
the property owner to the west of Short Plat 3393. The applicant must provide the Benton 
County Planning Department with a copy of the recorded document and property owner 
acknowledgement, prior to the signing of the resolution by the Board of County Commissioners. 
The document must be recorded and the acknowledgement received within 1 year of the date of 
approval by the Benton County Board of Commissioners or this approval will be null and void. 
Chairman Small seconded and upon vote, the motion carried.   
 
PEDA Update 
 
Deb Heintz updated the Board on the following: 
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• Benton County global entrepreneur week – statewide program promoting 
entrepreneurship mainly within rural communities; will have a poster contest with the 
high school and asked the Commissioners if they would be interesting in judging 
(November 22).  

• CBC Event - marketing, accounting, leadership 
• Hosted luncheon and Clore Center tour for Governor in September to discuss legislative 

priorities and economic development. 
• Membership drive for new members (4 new members) 
• 2014 Prosser Leadership program planning (will host a county/city government day) 
• Historic Downtown Prosser; new stats since January 2013 with over $1 million invested 

in downtown; also increased the district and expanded 6th and 7th Streets to the bridge 
• Clore Center construction underway; sidewalks, entry, windows 
• Grant Writer Program - to date $6.8 million awarded to Prosser; and $338,000 pending in 

grant applications 
• City update – this year at $10.7 million for new construction  

 
Status of Benton County Code Chapter 6.44 
 
Ryan Brown said his office was a contacted by a businessman looking into the new industry of 
recreational marijuana and he came across BCC 6.44 which criminalized the possession of drug 
paraphernalia.  Mr. Brown said it was adopted by the Board in 1980 and not amended to reflect 
the passage of I-502 and this gentleman wanted to know what the Prosecutor’s intent was with 
respect to this chapter of the RCW.  Mr. Brown said in his review he discovered that in 1981, 
after adoption by the Board, there was an almost identical law passed by the State of Washington 
criminalizing drug paraphernalia which was recently amended to incorporate the recent changes 
due to the passage of I-502.  It would also appear his office was not relying on that code and 
presumably relying on RCW.   
 
He said the options were to maintain it on the books and make some amendments or simply 
repeal it.  The Board agreed to repeal BCC 6.44.  Mr. Brown said he would prepare an ordinance 
and the Board would hold a public hearing on the issue.   
 
Unscheduled Visitors 
 
Cecil Kendall asked the Board if it was amenable to allowing him to talk to the Road Department 
about completing a two-stage CRID if he could show there was some advantage to that method; 
forming a mini-CRID in an expedited fashion if it would benefit this group of landowners. 
 
Steve Becken said that Public Works would oppose two CRIDS because of the economy of cost; 
it would involve two mobilization charges and supplies would cost more.  He said if the CRID 
were approved, they would recommend one.  He indicated there were several requests to include 
the section that Mr. Kendall was referring to and people were voting on their preferred routes.  
Once they were done voting, they would bring it to the Board for decision. He said the CRID 
would be dependent upon 38th being constructed and that would not happen until 2015 at the 
earliest.   
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Chairman Small reminded Mr. Kendall it would be a long process but would ultimately be up to 
the people if it went through. 
 
Other Business 
 
Commissioner Delvin commented on his recent vacation and said that it was good to be home.  
He thanked everyone for taking care of business while he was gone.   
 
The Board briefly recessed, reconvening at 9:32 a.m. 
 
Executive Session 
 
The Board went into executive session for approximately 10 minutes with DPA Steve Hallstrom 
to discuss the referral of a health and safety issue to the Department of Labor & Industries and 
communication from the union regarding the alleged health and safety issue.  Also present were 
David Sparks, Cami McKenzie, Ryan Brown, Melina Wenner, Loretta Smith Kelty and Bryan 
Perry.  The Board came out at 9:43 a.m. and said it needed another five minutes.  The Board 
came out at 9:47 a.m.  No decisions were made in executive session.   
 
Executive Session - Labor Negotiations  
 
At 9:47 a.m. the Board went into executive session for approximately 10 minutes with DPA 
Steve Hallstrom and Loretta Smith Kelty to discuss union negotiations.  Also present were David 
Sparks, Cami McKenzie, Ryan Brown, and Melina Wenner.  The Board came out 9:53 a.m.  No 
decisions were made in executive session.   
 
Executive Session – 3rd Quarter Litigation Update 
 
The Board went into executive session at 9:53 a.m. for approximately 15 minutes to discuss 3rd 
quarter litigation with DPA Ryan Brown.  Also present were David Sparks, Cami McKenzie, 
Loretta Smith Kelty, Melina Wenner and Steve Hallstrom.  The Board came out at 10:09 a.m.  
No decisions were made. 
 
Chairman Small asked Mr. Perry about the findings in the Courthouse regarding the asbestos 
concerns.  Mr. Perry said the Department of Labor & Industries investigated the complaint and 
there were no citations or violations of any sort.  Chairman Small asked how much money the 
Assessor had made the County spend in the last 20 years on these types of issues.   Mr. Perry 
responded that approximately $340,000 was spent testing, remodeling and dealing with alleged 
indoor air quality, not including the most recent asbestos abatement review.   
 
Chairman Small asked if the County did everything according to L & I policy regarding the 
safety of the citizens and employees of Benton County.  Mr. Perry stated the County had 
complied with the laws, as well as the contractors on site and with zero findings.   
 
Additionally, it was stated there was never anything found as far as air quality issues alleged that 
went back as far as 1994 to the Legionnaires' disease scare.   
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Vouchers 
 
Check Date: 10/18/2013 
Warrant #: 89449-89800 
Total all funds: $8,416.70 
 
Check Date:  10/18/2013 
Transfers#: 101801-101808 
Total all funds: $863,527.34 
 
Check Date: 10/18/2013 
Warrant #: 89801-89974 
Total all funds: $282,962.95 
 
Total amounts approved by fund can be reviewed in the Benton County Auditor’s Office. 
 
Resolutions 
 
2013-745: Establishing Policy Regarding Memberships in Civic & Service Organizations  
2013-746: Surplus of Personal Property 
2013-747: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 106 
2013-748: Appointment of C Gray to the Benton County Mosquito Control Board 
2013-749: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 111 
2013-750: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0124-101, Dept. 000 
2013-751: Payment Authorization to Sierra Electric Inc for Pedestals (Spider Boxes)    
2013-752: Adoption of Greater Columbia Behavioral Health Bylaws 
2013-753: Purchase Reimbursement Agreement w/WA State Administrative Office of the 

Courts  
2013-754: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 105    
2013-755: Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0504-101, Dept. 000 
 
There being no further business before the Board, the meeting adjourned at approximately 10:15 
a.m.   
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Clerk of the Board      Chairman 
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