
SUMMARY MINUTES

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD

April 12, 2011, 6:30 p.m.
Benton County Justice Center

Kennewick, WA

Board Members Present Benton County Employees Present
Bert Lake, Chair Adam Fyall 
Marilyn Hyde, Vice-Chair
Donna Raines, Secretary/Treasurer
Skip Gest, Member               
Hank Sauer, Member

Guests Present
Dotty Rickards, TCSA
Ron Davidson, TCSA
Mickie Chamness, NPS
Linda Smith, BCH (RRR)

Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Roll Call

Chair Bert Lake  called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Ron Davidson led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, and roll call was taken with all members present.

Approval of Agenda

The agenda was approved as submitted.

Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of March 2011 were approved as presented.   

Chair Report

Mr. Lake updated the Board on the following:
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• In  an  effort  to  attend  more  meetings  and  events  related  to  Park 
Partners and other things associated with  the parks,  he  had  recently 
attended a meeting  of the Native  Plant  Society that  included both a 
discussion and a short tour at Horn Rapids, which he called “excellent”.

• Chair Lake also participated in a black powder shooting competition at the 
Shooting Facility.

Staff Report

Adam provided his written monthly report,  augmented by verbal  comments and 
discussion on the following:

• Park Board Vacancies:  Adam reported that he would be distributing the 
Board  applications  as  universally  as  possible.   Media  distribution  was 
discussed, and it was affirmed that the Board would like public service 
announcements on the radio (KONA) and an advertisement placed in the 
newspaper.

• Adam was asked if there was a firm delivery date for the restroom at 
the Shooting Range.  He reported that he was not yet aware of one but 
that he would check weekly with the vendor, CXT, for updates.

• Adam provided more detail  about the Badger Mountain Challenge trail 
running events since the presenter was not in attendance to address that 
subject.

Committee Reports

Publicity Committee (Raines, Gest, Fyall)
Committee members reported on progress on the video,  brochure,  and website. 
Adam noted the article he wrote for the upcoming issue of the Washington Trails 
magazine.  Adam and Donna would be working on getting three bids for production 
of the brochure,  and the Committee wanted to have a solid first draft of the 
document in early May.

Special Events Subcommittee (Raines, Hyde, Sauer, Fyall)
Committee members reported on the retirement party for Dennis Rockwell and on 
the Joint Park Boards dinner, which Benton County would host this summer.  The 
new variation on the Nature Trail entry piece was also discussed.  The Board gave 
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Adam direction to continue to explore this new, less expensive option.  Adam said 
he would try to have full costs and timeline by the May meeting.

Presentation 

Brandon Lott,  organizer of the Badger Mountain Challenge, was not available to 
discuss the event with the Board.  This item was rescheduled for May.
 
Old Business 

Ridges to Rivers Open Space Vision Plan

The Board discussed the revisions to the letter drafted by Adam after the March 
meeting and agreed to send the letter to the Benton County Planning Commission 
and the Board of Commissioners.   Adam said he would prepare a final  copy for 
Chair Lake’s signature.
  
Regional Geocache Policy 

The Board continued its discussion of a uniform Tri-Cities area Geocache policy, a 
draft of which had been created chiefly by City of Richland personnel.   Adam 
reported that he had made some suggested revisions to the draft policy per the 
Board’s March meeting.  The Board expressed some continued discomfort over the 
impact of this activity in fragile areas such as Badger Mountain and Horn Rapids. 
It was suggested that perhaps persons more familiar with the activities and the 
goals of the policy could come and speak with the Board at a future meeting.  Adam 
said he would make those arrangements, targeting the June meeting as the venue 
for that discussion.  

Public Comment & Poll of the Board

Visitors and Board members made final comments.  Mickie Chamness reported that 
there had been a plant donation by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation for use at Horn Rapids Park (Adam will draft a thank you letter from 
the Board), and a recap of the Chili Feed events by Linda Smith.

Adjournment
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The April meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:50pm.

The next regular  meeting of the Benton County Park Board will  be at  6:00pm, 
Tuesday, May 10, at Two Rivers Park.
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