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SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

BENTON COUNTY PARK BOARD 

 

April 8, 2008, 6:30 p.m. 

Benton County Justice Center 

Kennewick, Washington 

 

 

Board Members Present     Benton County Employees 

Bert Lake, Chair      Adam Fyall     

Rick Kilgore, Member     Cami McKenzie 

Kathye Kilgore, Member 

Marilyn Hyde, Member  

Skip Gest, Vice Chair 

 

Board Members Absent  

Hank Sauer, Secretary/Treasurer  

Donna Raines, Member 

 

Call to Order/Roll Call 

 

Chair Bert Lake called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and roll call was taken. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

The Minutes of March 11, 2008 were approved.   

 

Review Agenda 

 

The agenda was approved as corrected.   

 

Committee Reports 

 

Bert Lake again stated that no oral reports would be given since written reports 

were submitted prior to the meeting. 
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Report Updates 
 
Marilyn Hyde stated that Glynn Wheeler was present at her Kiwanis meeting and 

he was thrilled with being named as an emeritus member of the Park Board.    

 

Mr. Fyall reported the Horse Heaven Vista project was moving along and it was 

noted that drilling a well would be too cost prohibitive.  He said his next 

assignment was to start working with the Health District on constructing the 

restrooms.   

 

Comprehensive Parks Plan – Final Edits and Acceptance of Plan 

 

Gideon Schreiber, Studio Cascade provided a staff report and final draft of the 

plan.  He said it was the first update to the Parks Plan since 1982, focusing on 

conditions and needs within the existing park system and demands for the future 

park system.   

 

Gideon said that after approval of the Plan by the Park Board, it would need to be 

reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission to make sure it was compatible 

with the Comprehensive Plan, prior to final acceptance of the Benton County Board 

of Commissioners.   

 

Mr. Schreiber discussed changes to the Plan since the last draft, including a new 

cover; introduction; minor text changes; listing of parks changed from alphabetical 

to West to East; test changes to the planning area; and a new section on groups 

and individuals involved in the planning process.   

 

David Comstock, Friends of Badger, said he was pleased with the proposed plan.  

He indicated they were working with the City of Richland regarding an RCO grant 

to acquire property on the eastern ridge of Badger Mountain at a site known as 

“Little Badger”. He asked the Board for a letter of support for the City of 

Richland’s RCO grant application.    

 

The Board agreed to write a letter of support and requested Mr. Fyall to prepare 

the letter for the Chair’s signature.  

 

Marilyn Hyde requested the Plan include information that Hover Park was unique 

since it was the only place in Benton County that could have a natural beach where 
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the river would leave the sand and not wash it away.  Additionally, she encouraged a 

kiosk telling the history of the cattle moving across that area.  

 

Rick Kilgore said he wanted to include in the goals the importance of considering 

water rights prior to any acquisition and/or development of existing and future 

parks.  The Board agreed.   

 

Bert Lake said that Hank Sauer wrote a letter stating he was in favor of adopting 

the Comprehensive Parks Plan.   

 

MOTION:  Kathye Kilgore moved to adopt the Comprehensive Parks Plan.  Rick 

Kilgore seconded and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.      

 

Special Presentation – Chili Feed 

 

Dotty gave a slide show presentation of pictures that were taken of the “chili 

feed” horse riders.   

 

Rattlesnake Mountain Shooting Facility – Long-Term Disposition 

 

Bert Lake discussed the present lease situation on the property with the WA St. 

Dept. of Fish & Wildlife and BLM.  Mr. Lake said they were investigating, at BLM’s 

suggestion, to have the County purchase the property. He indicated it would be a 

lengthy and difficult process since all agencies would have to weigh in, but if 

successful, the County would own the property.   

 

He indicated the Shooting Range would be applying for the RCO grant, but if not 

successful, they would need to extend the lease to 2040.  Bert asked the Board to 

approve the exploration of purchasing the range property. 

 

MOTION:  Rick Kilgore moved to approve proceeding ahead with investigation of 

purchasing the Tri-City Shooting Association Range property.  Skip Gest seconded 

and upon vote, the motion carried unanimously.     
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Adjournment 

 

The members and guests gave closing comments and the meeting adjourned at 

approximately 8:00 p.m.   The next regular meeting will be the second Tuesday in 

May at Horn Rapids Park.   

 

 


