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Benton County Planning Department

2017 Comprehensive Plan Amendment Docket

The 2017 Benton County Comprehensive Plan amendment cycle for the review of proposed amendments begins with the docketing of proposals. The County has received the following application proposals for amendment to the Benton County Comprehensive Land Use Plan:

UGA PROPOSALS:

File CPA 2017-002 is a request by the City of Richland to amend its Urban Growth Area (UGA) to include approximately 1,187 acres and remove approximately 283 acres from its current Urban Growth Area. The area that is proposed to be added to the Richland UGA is undeveloped and intended for industrial type uses and is made up of six (6) contiguous parcels which are generally described as follows:
Portions of Sections 3, 4, 9, and 10 of Township 10 North, Range 28 East, W.M., and portions of Sections 33 and 34, Township 11 North, Range 28 East, W.M., Benton County, Washington – comprised of six (6) contiguous parcels containing approximately 1,187 acres.

The area that is proposed for removal from the Richland UGA is approximately 283 acres of Department of Energy (DOE) owned property that is located within the existing City UGA. The property is generally known as a portion of the 300 area. DOE has no plans to incorporate this portion of the 300 area in the City of Richland at this time and supports the request to remove this area out of the UGA. The area to be removed is generally described as follows:
Portions of Sections 2 and 3 of Township 10 North, Range 28 East, W.M., Benton County, Washington – comprised of two (2) contiguous parcels containing approximately 283 acres.
File CPA 2017-003 is a request by the City of Prosser to amend its Urban Growth Area (UGA) to include approximately 100 acres and remove approximately 484 acres from its current Urban Growth Area. The area that is proposed to be added to the Prosser UGA is intended for industrial type uses and is made up of twenty six (26) parcels which are generally described as follows:
Portions of the south half of Section 31, Township 9 North, Range 25 East, W.M., and portions of the north half of Section 6, Township 8 North, Range 25 East, W.M., Benton County, Washington, more specifically that property located near the northeast intersection of I-82 and Wine Country Road – comprised of twenty six (26) parcels containing approximately 100 acres.
The areas that are proposed for removal from the Prosser UGA total approximately 484 acres of property that is currently designated for residential, commercial and industrial type uses. The property to be removed from the UGA is generally described in the following three (3) areas:

The north Prosser area - portions of the northeast quarter of Section 35, Township 9 North, Range 24 East, W.M., and the northwest quarter of Section 36, Township 9 North, Range 24 East, W.M., Benton County, Washington – comprised of forty four (44) parcels containing approximately 256 acres.

The west Prosser area – the south half of the northwest quarter of Section 3, Township 8 North, Range 24 East, W.M., and the south half of the northeast quarter of Section 3, Township 8 North, Range 24 East, W.M., Benton County, Washington – comprised of twenty (20) parcels containing approximately 112 acres.

The southwest Prosser area - portions of the north half of Section 10, Township 8 North, Range 24 East, W.M., and portions of the south half of Section 10, Township 8 North, Range 24 East, W.M., Benton County, Washington – comprised of thirty three (33) parcels containing approximately 116 acres.

These applications will be reviewed under the requirements of Title 16.14 of the Benton County Code, and have been reviewed by the City of Richland and the City of Prosser under the requirements of SEPA (RCW 43.21C). The Planning Department will initiate review and analysis of each application for consistency with the Growth Management Act and the Comprehensive Plan, including the adopted Benton County-Wide Planning Policies and prepare a staff report with a recommendation to the Planning Commission for approval or denial of each application. The Planning Commission will conduct an open record hearing and forward their recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC).  The BOCC will conduct an open record hearing to consider and act upon the Planning Commission recommendation. Final actions on the proposed amendments are anticipated by September 1, 2017.  Notification of the hearings will be published in advance; those interested in receiving a notice by mail or email regarding the above actions may call the Benton County Planning Department: (509) 786-5612 (Prosser) or (509) 736-3086 (Kennewick).  Information regarding the amendment process is available via the County website at www.co.benton.wa.us
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