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Introduction The voters of Benton County approved Proposition 14-5 in 

August, 2014, a 3/10 of one percent sales and use tax, 

pursuant to RCW 82.14.450, (“Public Safety Sales Tax”) 

applicable to most sales and use registrations, within Benton 

County.

The Benton County Office of Public Defense is one Benton 

County Department that requested access to funding from 

the proceeds of the Public Safety Sales Tax in the original 

Funding Proposal that was adopted for purposes of placing 

this Tax on the ballot.  The funding requested would go 

toward funding legally mandated public defense services for 

indigent defendants (attorneys and support staff) in light of 

the caseload increases anticipated with the county-wide 

hiring of law enforcement officers funded by this Tax.

This report covers allocation and expenditures by the Benton 

County Office of Public Defense only.  Information about 

allocations and expenditures in other county departments can 

be found on the Public Safety Sales Tax webpage.

This report summarizes the 
Public Safety Sales Tax 
funding allocated to the Benton 
County Office of Public 
Defense in 2015 and what has 
been done with that funding.

http://www.bentonelections.com/VP/Measure.php?number=145
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=82.14.450
http://benton.municipalcms.com/docview.aspx?docid=12057
http://www.co.benton.wa.us/pView.aspx?id=10881&catid=45
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Office of Public 
Defense Priorities

Consistent with its mission, 

the Office of Public Defense’s 

(“OPD’s”) main priority is to 

provide indigent persons 

facing criminal proceedings (or 

civil proceedings that can 

deprive them of parental 

rights or result in jail time) 

with a public defender.  

Therefore, OPD’s primary goal 

in requesting Public Safety 

Sales Tax funding is to ensure 

that has sufficient public 

defender resources to meet 

the increased needs resulting 

from a higher police presence 

in Benton County.

OPD is also mandated by law 

to provide Support Services: 

additional professionals (such 

as investigators or experts) 

and administrative services (in 

the case of staff public 

defenders) to support to 

effective defense of cases 

when public defenders are 

assigned.  The increased need 

for public defenders resulting 

from Public Safety Sales Tax-

drive police hiring, will also 

have a proportional impact on 

the need for Support Services.

Public Defenders Support Services
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Decision Drivers Regardless of law enforcement arrests or court filings, OPD 

makes resource expansion decisions based on just one metric: 

case appointments, meaning, the number of cases filed that are 

actually appointed to public defenders.  Because of statewide 

caseload standards and contractual limits, each public defender 

can only handle so many cases.  When caseloads exceed the 

maximum aggregate caseload that can be handled by existing 

OPD public defender resources, then consideration is made for 

expanding the resources either by awarding additional public 

defender contracts or hiring staff.  

In this way, OPD expenditure decisions are highly reactive –

they are based on decisions made in other parts of the criminal 

justice system (ie arrests, prosecutor charging decisions, and 

then court decisions on appointment of public defenders).  
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2015 Funding 
Allocation

Funding Amount Purpose Comments

$160,683 Contract defense services 
in Benton County 
Superior Court Defense 
Unit

This funding was 
requested because it was 
understood that the 
Benton County 
Prosecutor’s Office would 
be provided with the 
funding for an additional 
Deputy Prosecutor 
assigned to Benton 
County Superior Court.

In 2015, OPD was allocated the following funding 
from the Public Safety Sales Tax: 
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2015 Expenditures

Expenditure Amount Purpose Comments

$0.00 n/a No expenditures were 
made in 2015.  While 
anticipated hiring was 
made in other parts of 
the criminal justice 
system, the relatively
minor increase in 
caseload in Superior 
Court did not justify 
awarding an additional 
public defense contract.

In 2015, of the funding that was allocated to it, 
OPD made the following expenditures: 
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2015 Data
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In 2015, while the caseloads did increase in our Superior Court Defense 
Unit, the increase did not exceed available resources and was insufficient 
to justify the awarding of an additional public defense contract.  Therefore 
no expenditures were made in 2015. However, the continued increase of 
caseloads going into 2016 is anticipated to require additional expenditures 
in the near term.


