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The Washington State Standards for Indigent Defense (“SID”) adopted by the State 

Supreme Court in 2012 allows local jurisdictions to adopt “case weighting systems” in 

order to facilitate the counting of cases toward mandated caseload limits for public 

defenders.  In order for the Benton & Franklin Counties Office of Public Defense 

(“BFOPD”) to continue providing the current level of services, a case weighting system 

must be adopted. 

 

After consultation with the State Office of Public Defense (“SOPD”) and the courts in 

Benton and Franklin Counties a Case Weighting System modeled after the state-wide 

Model Weighting System published by SOPD in mid-2014 was proposed and, after 

approval by Boards of County Commissioners in both Counties (Benton County 

Resolution #2015-153 and Franklin County Resolution #2015-041) has now been 

officially published for your use.   

 

A copy of the actual Case Weighting System Policy is attached to this guide and 

can also be found on BFOPD’s website. 

 

 

 

In short, a Weighting System is a system of counting cases for purposes of counting 

individual public defender caseloads toward newly effective mandatory caseload caps, 

which permits certain cases to be counted as something other than “a full case.” 

 

The determination of how cases (to which the Weighting System is applicable) is to be 

counted depends on a multitude of factors including: 

 Whether or not the defender was actually assigned to a case or simply was 

assigned to provisionally represent a group of defendants on a docket (such as 

on arraignment dockets); 

 Whether a case is a new criminal case or an allegation of probation or other 

sentence violation; 

Case Weighting System Policy 

Summary 

What is a Weighting System? 
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 Whether there are systems in place (such as dedicated public defense dockets 

and security badges for bypassing security) that affect the time commitment of 

public defenders to individual cases or dockets;  

 

The State Standards for Indigent Defense (“SID”) as adopted by the Washington 

Supreme Court not only permit, but actually encourage, local jurisdictions to adopt 

Weighting Systems. 

 

 

No.  Since caseloads on new criminal cases across all of the jurisdictions for which the 

Benton & Franklin Counties Office of Public Defense provides services (Superior, 

District and Juvenile) are all already well within caseload maximums, to avoid excessive 

administrative overhead, the decision was made to subject only the following types of 

cases to the Weighting System: 

1. Probation and sentence violation cases 

2. Cases on failure to pay fine dockets 

3. Cases at initial appearance or arraignment dockets 

 

  

 

Who can ignore the Case Weighting System altogether? 

Well, first of all, as indicated above, BFOPD’s Case Weighting System only applies to 

certain classes of cases so if you don’t handle such cases (for example, if you are 

assigned exclusively a pre-trial caseload) then you do not need to worry about the 

Case Weighting System and can continue to calculate and report your caseload 

as you always have been – ie with all cases, regardless of complexity or severity, 

counting equally as “a full case.” 

 

Who has to calculate and report caseload entirely using the Case Weighting 

System? 

If your entire public defense caseload consists of only: 1) probation and sentence 

violation cases; 2) failure to pay fine cases; or 3) provisional services at initial 

appearance or arraignment dockets then you should exclusively use the Case 

Weighting System to calculate and report your caseload. 

 

Who has to use the Case Weighting System for only portions of their caseload? 

If your public defense caseload is a composite caseload with some portions subject to 

the Case Weighting System and some not, then you should use the Case Weighting 

System to calculate and report that portion of your caseload that is subject to it and, for 

Does the Weighting System apply to all cases? 

Who should use the Weighting System? 
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the remainder, calculate it on the basis that all cases, regardless of complexity or 

severity, count equally as “a full case.” 

 

 

 

Please see the text of the Weighting System for specific details (that controls over this 

Guide) but the use of the Weighting System for calculating your caseload essentially is 

determined by the following two categories: 

 

1. Docket/Calendar Representation 

2. Partial Representation 

 

Docket/Calendar Representation is characterized by the following features: 

 

1. Representation of a group of people in court on a particular specialized docket or 

calendar (usually probation violation, fail to pay fine or arraignment calendars); 

2. (Most of the time) No formal appointment as attorney of record on individual 

cases; 

 

Docket/Calendar Representation caseloads are counted by the hour.  In other words, 

take the number of hours you spend on these dockets or doing work directly for the 

docket, and multiply it by 0.17 for District Court cases and multiply it by 0.075 for 

Superior Court cases. 

 

Partial Representation is characterized by the following features: 

 

1. Representation for only a portion of the case (most commonly for probation or 

sentence violation, resentencing, fail to pay fine, or “attorney of the week” 

matters only); 

2. Will be formal appointment as attorney of record 

 

Partial Representation caseloads are counted as fractions of a case.  Specifically: 

- District Court probation cases other than those tracking with a new charge where 

the new charge is the only violation allegation, and other than those with failure 

to pay fine as the only allegation, count as 0.28 cases 

- District Court probation cases that track with a new charge where the new charge 

is the only violation allegation do not count as any cases though your 

contractual provisions will give you additional compensation  

How is the Weighting System to be used? 
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